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» Calendar of Events

tings are held on the first Tuesday ohtioath, from September to May, at 7:30 p.m. usually

the Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History Auditan, 1747 Summer St., Halifax, unless otherwisedot

g is available in the Museum lot. Weamste anyone sharing our interest in plants andegatd

Green Patience, Woodland companions for rhododendrs, Philip MacDougal.

Philip lived in Halifax for nearly 20 years. M&as a member of the ARHS and his garden was
well known for its treasures. Philip is a planteder and plant explorer who has collected in
many places including Hokkaido, Sichuan, Yunaad South Korea.

His talk will be preceeded by the ARHS annualegal meeting.

Christmas party. Members are invited to bring in a maximum of 5 jgisavhich will be
projected as part of our members’ photo disglayng the meeting.

Panel discussion: Siting and Planting rhododendrons and companiantqla
Four of our ARHS members will discuss their eigreces and respond to your questions.

Revelations and dreams in my GardenDennis Crouse

Dennis is an ARHS member and board menthiertalk is based on his garden experiences at
home in St. Margaret’s Bay, as a professioraldaaper, and as a visitor to other gardens in
Canada and abroad. All of these have influemcebinspired the development, design and
maintenance of his own garden.

The Himalayan Gardens of Western Scotlad, John Brett

A tour of impressive garden landsgsagnd the extraordinary plants within, including
rhododendrons collected by some of the greait planters of the late 19th and the 20th
centuries.

Introduction to Ikebana, The Art of Japanese Flower Arrangement, Miyako Ballesteras

This presentation will introduce theesic concepts and structure of an ikebana amaene
followed by live demonstrations showing basid advanced styles. Miyako is a qualified
instructor in the Sogetsu School of ikebana witiank of 2nd Grade Jonin Sanyo, and is an
active teaching member of the Sogetsu Teachsssciation. Currently, she teaches ikebana at
her studio in Halifax.

Member-to-member plant sale NS Museum, project room and auditorium.

Thank you for avoiding the use of perfumes and scésd products when you come to ARHS events.

A very warm welcome to our new members who hairegp ARHS since May .

. . Wayne Moores Kentville, NS
Denise Caines Goodwood, NS I~
. . ’ James Nelson Wolfville, NS
Jules Chamberlain Halifax, NS - .
\ . Cindi Palmer Hammonds Plains, NS
Janet O'Dor Halifax, NS R .
. Steve & Judi Phillips Halifax, NS
Frances Dorsey Halifax, NS o .
. . Christina Rafales Halifax, NS
Terri Gates South Berwick, NS . .
. Jane Reid Halifax, NS
Susan Hazelwood President of NSAGC Juan Zhou Halifax. NS
Carla Heggie Upper Tantallon, NS '

ooo
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Building upon an Atlantic Canadian Legacy

By John Brett

In this month’s column | am focusing on a very #&rg project initiated by our society.
When we meet to vote our 2017/2018 budget at tlteraing November meeting, we will
indirectly be voting on it, as it represents a gigant portion of our spending for the
upcoming year. So it's important that you, our memspbhave a good understanding of what
you are being asked to support.

Here’s the project, some aspects of which you mesady know about: The Atlantic
Rhododendron and Horticultural Society (ARHS) i®pgmsing a collaboration with the
Atlantic Food and Horticulture Research Centre, #Hi@ Kentville Research Station, to
produce a series of high quality outdoor interpeetpanels that will highlight what is
arguably the most important chapter in the rhodddam story of Atlantic Canada. These
panels will be situated on the grounds of the mebeatation in Kentville, Nova Scotia, in
" close proximity to the large display beds whichtdea mature plantings of massed
rhododendrons. The panels will interpret the sigaifce of these rhododendron plantings to AtlaBaoada, celebrate the
achievements of pioneering rhododendron breedewarinegion, and summarise both the natural andrellhistory of the
genus. The panels may also allow viewers with neotbdvices to link to websites, including our owineve they can learn
more about all things rhododendron.

This is an ambitious project, and a unique collabon between the ARHS and a federal governmenéartiepnt. It

involves the creative development and the fabwoatf anywhere from 4 to 6 large alumitex outdoangls. And it

involves a significant expenditure on the parthaf society, up to a maximum of $13655.00, whicthéssum you will be

voting to approve in our 2017/2018 budget. | emrathat this is the maximum allocation, and that actual costs may
be lower.

| am sure some members will be asking questionstahe large and unusual draw on the ARHS coffSishere are two
reasons why | feel very strongly that we shouldpsupthis project - one very practical, a mattedofiars, cents and the
Canadian Revenue Agency; and the other of a mexateld nature.

We'll start with the practical: As a non-profit sety, the ARHS is not supposed to accumulate smamf profits. It's
against the tax rules. For the ARHS, the definibbfaccumulated profits” is quite simple. It isstimnembers’ equity, which
in our case is virtually all in cash in our baclcamt. This amount currently stands at about $80,0D. Since our annual
budget is about $21,000.00 in revenue, this mehasatcumulated profit is about twice the budgeweemue. Our
treasurer, Rachel Martin, an accountant by trads, foted that in charities and non-profits where fsas served, the
Canadian Revenue Agency would take a dim view ofian accumulation of profit relative to budgeterewe. She gives
the example of a charity with 4 million dollarsrievenue and 8 million dollars in accumulated prduity). She does not
think the tax folks would accept this. In summang have good reason to want to lessen our casligmpsand the
Kentville project is a worthy way of doing it.

Now for the more elevated reason: | will startriejerring back to the title of this columBuilding upon an Atlantic
Canadian Legacyand asking what exactly we mean by the word ‘tggaThe New Oxford Dictionary of English defines
it as “A thing handed down by a predecessor”. Aadcsbuild on a legacy would be to maintain andriowp upon that
which has been handed down to you. And also pertapslapt that legacy to changing times so thabritinues to be
meaningful. | believe this is what the Kentvilleofgrct represents for our society.

From 1952 to 1983, the Kentville Research Statiomder the leadership of Don Craig, carried out arbifious
rhododendron breeding program of national sigmiteathat aimed at extending the range of good,yhdmebad-leafed
evergreens available in eastern Canada. At the thimewas a category of plant material that way lienited, with only a
small number of old iron-clad rhododendron vargti@ choose from. As the Kentville program devethpaany notable
breeders, including our own Dick Steele, playedrthart. Out of the program came selected varigtias have proven to
be among the finest hardy rhododendrons develap&hnada: Bellefontaine, Minas Grand Pre and Miteece come to
mind.
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Fortunately for us, these important introducticeng with many other fine cultivars and specieddd at Kentville, were
planted on the grounds of the station. As they gregize and maturity their visual impact startedvdng crowds during
the spring bloom time. This evolved into an ongdiraglition that began in 1967 with the designatbthe second Sunday
in June as ‘Rhododendron Sunday’, when the puldis iwvited to visit the station grounds to admire impressive floral
displays. This in turn stimulated a greater pulriterest in rhododendrons and in ornamental gandeini general. What's
more, the beginnings of the ARHS are closely assediwith the Kentville breeding program. It crelaéelocus of activity
that brought together enthusiastic plants peoplewed to the forming of the Rhododendron Soc@tZanada (RSC) in
1972, out of which our current society evolved. ®aely members lists for the RSC read like a wha® of rhodo
breeders and enthusiasts at that time, includirgy Steele, George Swain, Les Hancock, Don CraigMeditt, August
Kehr, John Weagle and Joe Brueckner.

Sadly, the Rhododendron breeding program at Kéateitded in 1983, a victim of budget cuts and changriorities.

Less emphasis was placed on weeding and prunindispéay beds after this date, and by the early020the ARHS,

under the leadership of our own Chris Hopgood, Wasoming involved with maintenance in an attempslow the
decline. Rhododendron Sunday continued but atteredaas dropping. And last year no official date wdgertised for the
celebration. The effect of all this has been todowublic awareness of the outstanding role playgdhe Kentville

Research Station in developing rhododendrons aslda@z to beautify the Atlantic Canadian landscape.

This is why our current initiative is timely in tlextreme. With a commitment from the Kentville Resd Station to work
with us on the project, and to install and caretf@ interpretive panels, we have an opportunitgritarge and enhance
public awareness of the genus rhododendron. Whierbeay, | ask, for our society to promote a mdtnerough
appreciation of our favourite plants?

There are challenges, of course. The most significh these will be to reach a binding agreemerih e Kentville
Research Station that guarantees the existenceaimtenance of both the display beds and intey@gtanels for a period
of at least 10 years following installation. Withdhis, it is difficult to justify the expendituref time, money and effort
required. The formal creative collaboration betvéige ARHS, a non-profit society, and the Kentvilesearch Station, a
branch of a federal government department, is qlste unusual. There is no precedent for it in society. However,
under the energetic leadership of our own She#aesison and Stephen Archibald, it has been smadthgsso far, with
both sides eager to work together. Sheila and 8tepine well known to many of you. They are a dyraduo with a
lifetime of professional experience in the museuanlevand are ideally suited to lead this project.

In closing, | ask that all of my fellow ARHS membegive this Kentville rhododendron legacy projelsbughtful
consideration. The majority of our board has vdtedupport it in principle. Personally, | am entiasic in my support. |
hope that the majority of you will be too. We wiak voting on it at our upcoming meeting on Novemhber

ERRATA

In our Spring 2017 issue we did not mention thagnGlamieson, editor of the Journal of the AmeriRhwdodendron
Society, contributed the editor's note at the hebhdoe Harvey's articleDrought Tolerance in RhododendrorSur
apologies to Glen for the oversight. Joe's articiginally appeared in the Journal of the Ameri&trododendron Society.
We thank them for permission to reprint it. @
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A Fond Look Back at the Spring Garden Tour 2017
By Bob Howard

We had an enthusiastic turnout and cool bright lnerat
___ for the June 10, 2017 edition of our annual garben
~'and potluck. In a full day that included a tasigdh,
we visited nine gardens in the Kentville-Wolfviléeea.

| was tired but inspired by the end of it.

First stop: theAtlantic Food and Horticulture Research
Centre, aka theKentville Research Station. Jamie
Ellison met us at the top of the hill by the Blamuse,
- where many old rhododendrons were full of bloom. He
‘. gave an overview of the history of the rhododendron
i collection and breeding program. He readily aditte
— that many of the plants are unlabeled and theintitye
is probably unknown. As we walked toward the hilési
there were some very large ‘Minas Grand Pré’
e SPecimens, with their elegant foliage. For moretus,
% go to Dr. Don Craig’s articldifty Years of Testing and
ot Breeding Rhododendrons in Nova Scofiéss on our

Some ARHS members with the rhodies at the Kentiisearch Station. Website under “Plant Info”, then click on
“Rhododendrons & Azaleas”.

y

Walking down the hillside we skirted a forest vemanted with rhododendrons over sixty years agmé&of these have
reached an enormous size, like ‘Bellefontaine’as€ betweeR. fortuneiandR. smirnowiithat was done by the American
breeder, Radcliffe Pike, and sent to Kentvilletissting. Don Craig has said that ‘Bellefontairee®judged by many as the
Research Station’s outstanding introduction.” Yau get a sense of this impressive display in tleerapanying photo
taken with Jamie Ellison’s aerial drone camera #ifso worth noting that the Kentville plantingsynteecome even more
significant to the ARHS, as we are currently depig a proposal that would see our society workinty the Kentville
Research Station to develop a signage and intatfmetprogram for this historically important siteyou haven't seen it
recently, | highly recommend visiting in June.

Next up in Kentville was Ed Reekie’s garden, areldpportunity to learn more about his azalea andatiendron seedling
trials. This is a big garden, decades in the makiitp mature landscaping around the house, outlidiag areas, a pond,
and in the backyard, a park-like setting with bedishis azalea and rhododendron crosses as welkedlisg beds
containing his new crosses -- some of which hereff to us. | now have three of kiscosunx ‘Jolly Jester’ and three of
the reverse cross in my garden. Thank you, Ed!

Also in Kentville, we visited Jamie Ellison’s tiditpacked collection of plants. Succulents andicaet definite curiosities
in Nova Scotia and fun to see. But it's really tthearf things that look good year-round that get attention. His
Rhododendron pachysanthumwith its exquisite felted foliage, seduces me. Blso has a hardy heath aster,
Symphyotrichum ericoidéSnow Flurry’, growing right out to the curb, reing salt, snow burial, and street life. It's a
garden full of plant stories, told by Jamie in astnentertaining way.

Our fourth garden of the day was in the countrysideside Kentville, at the home of Rob and Sue GuBue is the
daughter of the late Dr. Don Craig, plant breedestrawberries and other small fruits, as wellleadodendrons. The many
azaleas, in particular, were blooming strongly &lidg the evergreen borders of the beds to oesvihg. The place is a
large park-like farm with many huge majestic oaksaell as other trees. The most notable onespk{lare the mature
thujas (arborvitae, ‘cedar’), both the full rounded hesigmd the almost twenty-foot-tall fastigiate spemisat the corners
of the beds. These mature evergreens organizg@éoe sgiving a sense of order and direction toxaerant collection of
flowering shrubs.

Sophie Bieger and Paul Donovan hosted us for lahtheir home near Canard, with its impressive-fires drive; another
inspiring garden in a pastoral setting, with longws across the dykelands and orchards. They sierie gracious hosts
and a lot of fun. Many thanks to them for the sonjme, and the beautiful setting. It's worth mentigy that the wine is
made from grapes grown by Paul on the property, taadit is very drinkable. Much thanks is also daeall the club

members who brought a wide assortment of delecthishes.
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After lunch, we visited Tim and Melanie Amos’s gandnear Medford. Begun in 1983, this garden imgessth its
maturity. It's the kind of garden you want to live The vegetable garden is framed by clipped badrand holly hedges
near the outside patio, and the dining area inviteas of settling in. Large, well-considered treast shade across sweeps
of grass, encouraging a relaxed stroll. As in@hag/ Gunn garden, a high thuja hedge as welbasedalse cypresses and
bamboo groves organize the space. This is a gaviderhots of horticultural interest.

The seventh garden of the day was a country placth® North Mountain, the home of Gill and Christ*KChilds. |
especially remember the gazebo surrounded by rleodivdns, the cold lemonade, and the long view &¥es vineyard
and out across the Valley. Many of us enjoyed idegliwalk, conducted by Kit, through his vineyaftie afternoon had
turned hot, so the shade and the cool drink werehrappreciated.

Then on to Wolfville and the residence of Juta Badl Cabilio. This is a plantsman’s and plantswdsgarden. The site

is well-chosen, with a nearby nature trail to ResigrPark and views to Blomidon. Many trees, inahgda very large
beech -- native anldealthy -- create shade garden conditions. Paufdramany years grown a wide range of plants from
seed. | was especially impressed by a patch ¢deyen (I think it wasederifolium)growing along a path. Both Paul and
Juta engaged with our members, trading storiesrdadnation about the many plants they have trieer the years.

At the end of the afternoon we headed over to tHregled Garden, a local business operated by Bevdvie@ho transforms
herbs and fruits into jewel-like jellies and ottlawourful productsThe store location is perhaps equally well knowntlfie
impressive garden that is located next to it arrdosads the Tangled Garden store. This gardenes tp the public for a
small entry fee. We met Bev and Nina Newington wedl-known garden designer who is working with Befor a guided
tour. On entering, | was struck by the weeping beetechamber, and it quickly became clear thatgaiden is an ambitious
labour of love, densely planted, with many featuhed reflect the unique creative personality & dwner. The ‘Arts and
Crafts’ inspired stone work and the occasional Riatlolf-influenced plantings are notable. Climbirages, ornamental
grasses, the utility and beauty of the herbal bedd,additional layers of interest and complexitythte design. For a third
time this day, | was impressed with the mature kedigat organize how one moves through the gafdieof these elements,
as well as others not mentioned, come togethereates a strong unified effect, the result of a @imgguiding vision. This
makes for a memorable visit, and it was a wondevay to end off our tour of King’s county gardens.

Thank you to all the gracious gardeners for youregaus hospitality, and for sharing your knowledge your beautiful
properties. A further heart-felt thanks is dueStiphie Bieger for doing the time-consuming worlogjanizing the tour,
hosting and organizing the lunch. It was a memnlerabd fulfilling gardener’s day out. &

The Craig/Gunn garden at the home of Rob and Sume,Gstablished by the late Dr. Don Craig. [JohettBr
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Six New Conifer Friends
By Pat Pelham

When | retired in the first decade of the new aentl did not think |

would do much planting. | thought | would put a fahings in

here and there, make a path or two to avoid tHes,tiand maybe

create a shady place to sit. Some old plant friemdlsa few new ones

would be enough to populate the land. However aldith die hard.
-We have nine acres of hayfield bordered by trelest-in summer,
Zwind-swept in winter. Oaks and pines did well, e view still
4 looked too bare, especially in winter. Perhapsvarfeore conifers to
? go with the pines?

| | blame the sinister influence of Jaime Ellison forshing me towards
i the Dark Side, and John and Lee Dickie for feediygaddiction. For
snow, |, once a happy, well-adjusted gardener, hbeeome a
: committed conifer enthusiast. (And while we're tatJohn Weagle,
 let's not forget thaChamaecyparién your garden long ago.)

| Here are a few conifers that have proved successffdr in my
| experience. Since | have a big field, I'll talk abtrees.

For some time now, a favorite tree has been thecMaran Fir,Abies
holophylla sometimes called “needle fir” for obvious reasonse you
have grasped its branches. It is a tall, conidahax forest fir, dense in
full sun. So far it is quite healthy for me. Indetae foliage reminds
me of a shiny, thick, gree@unninghamia The needle fir tree in the
Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens must be aboutn®. This plant

e S " has a subtly exotic quality in our Zone 6 climahae largely to the size,
Abies holophylla shape, and lustrous nature of its foliage. Sewar#iie large firs share
this effect, at least for me.

Another fir that has done quite well for me, peidbn is Abies borisii-registhe King Boris fir. This native of the Balkans
is tall, dark, and handsome. It has proved a hgathoderately fast grower. Planted at a mere gh i 2003 it is now
about 17' high on the edge of my birch wood. How @ae resist such a name?

Finally for the firs, a few words about the alwg
highly rated Abies homolepsjsor Nikko fir. My
tree, after a difficult beginning, has been doirel|
for a number of years in a relatively expo
position. Initially, it grew slowly compared
some, and was on the pale side. But it's |
needles have darkened appropriately in recent
as it has found its footing. It could be seen :
tribute to its resilience that it has succeededirmﬁ;‘
my field with the pines, and is beginning to loc %%
it is supposed to.

On one visit to England, while wandering throug
treed park, | came upon a group of tightly faste
conifers placed rather strangely in a glade of
conventionally shaped trees. They seemed atii o
glance to beChamaecyparior Thuja but not quitéﬁfﬁ '
so. They proved to b€alocedrus decurrensthel! )
incense cedar, in the form usually found in lgia
gardens—as tight, vertical accents. Their beapy™=
rich green foliage is held in sharply pointed spi

gt Tl

Abies holophylla, the foliage.

8 AtlanticRhodo



Thuya plicata.

“which are placed at an angle outwards or even aswahe tree

at the entry to the Annapolis Royal Historic Gasléna little

- wider and more open, which lets you more easilytiseeeddish

tinged bark. This is an individual and beautifidetr with its
narrow but tall silhouette. It should have a placearious garden
situations. It is still more often encountered iord@e than in

+ North America, although it is native to the south&ockies.
: Sadly, my own small tree was murdered by field mitany
years ago.

Perhaps here | could mention tiidtuya plicata the western
red cedar, has proved to be a tall, beautiful, vitdmt with
thick, rich green foliage. Mine has never had@bfam of any
sort, and | feel it deserves a plug if only for digrability and
apparent reliability. Planted in 2001, my owhuja plicatais
approaching 30'.

Also Chamaecyparis nootkatensis Glaudhe Blue Nootka false
cypress, although certainly not exatic, becomenagely each year,
and is truly one of the pillars of the evergreeddaape.

All of these plants have so far passed the tetitnef and are large
enough that they have given good landscape service part of the
Annapalis Valley. The deer in my area have yetatotteem, but in
closing one should remember that bucks in seadbdamage and

" break trees of all kinds with their antlers. | hdest pines this

way. Just because the plant is not seen as fodb, (geesn't
mean it doesn't need protection, especially wimlalk o
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Paul Reimer’s talk,“Deciduous Magnolias for Canadian Gardens”

By Bob Howard

Paul's Sept. 5, 2017, illustrated magnolia talkht®e ARHS was comprehensiv@®aul is the president of Reimer’s Nursery
in Chilliwack, BC, specializing in magnolias, beeshJapanese maples, and dogwodde nursery was started in 1937 by
Paul's grandfather. His father planted an arboneti the nursery, so there’s a living legacy ad aglnew production on
the property.

Paul showed us some tfie hardier Magnolia species and the better hylihdsarose from those species. And he took a
look at Magnoalia hybridizing for the futurePaul showed us many photos, including a selectfdris favorite magnolias,
which 1 list below in the order presented.

Along with beautiful flowers, Paul introduced sonféhe important people in Magnolia-Land.
« Etienne Soulange-Bodin, a retired French cavaligerf who first hybridized M. x soulangiana.
* Hans Nooteboom and Dick Figlar, leading taxonomitherities on the genus magnolia.

» David Leach, Dr. Augie Kehr, and David Ledvina,emngration of American hybridizers, now passed awhy
contributed notably to the development of moderigmatia varieties.

* Vance Hooper, Mark Jury, lan Baldick, all growensl &ybridisers from New Zealand.
Towards the end of the photo list below you'll #ee names of some of these folks next to the Maagthey hybridized.

Paul touched on magnolia production, and on agiied by Magnolias. Some of the beautiful painidtrations he
exhibited are in a sumptuous bodagnolias in Art & Cultivation,by Jim Gardiner, Barbara Oozeerally, and Steven
Spongberg.

Commercial propagation from cuttings is by far thest common method used for magnolias. We sawiltins$rated with
photos Paul took at a Polish nursery. From his ounsery, we saw photos illustrating propagatiomiafting.

Where is magnolia breeding headed? What desitiatils are breeders working towards?
» fragrance

» smaller plants for containers

* hardier plants

» upright and dwarf forms for smaller urban gardens
* and true red colors!

I've included a few pictures to whet your appetifeaul’s wife, Eileen, also has a blog with pictuoé both garden travel
around the world, and of magnolias in the Reimersiity arboretum. Take a look at: eileenoverboéogdpo#11E54CF.
Scroll down to “Autumn, 2014".

Paul Reimer’s images for “Deciduous Magnolias for @nadian Gardens”

Magnolia stellata star magnolia M. denudata Yulan magnolia, lilytree
* ‘'Royal Star’ M. x soulangeangM. denudatax M. liliiflora ) tulip or
M. kobus saucer magnolia Etienne Soulange-Bodin

 ‘Alexandrina’

M. x loebneri §.kobus x M. stella
v I M. grandiflora southern magnolia

e ‘Donna’

. ‘Spring Snow’ M. virginiana  sweetbay magnolia

o ‘Ballerina’ M. macrophyllabigleaf magnolia

* ‘Leonard Messel M. tripetala ~ umbrella magnolia

« ‘Jane Platt’ M. vallartense alistinct species frorm. pacificathe
M. liliiflora  lily magnolia difference noted in 2012 by Ricardo Diaz Borioli
© AN M. yarumalensis endemic taColumbia

s ‘Betty
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* ‘Lois’

Dennis Ledvina

* 'Blushing Belle’ “Yellow Bird’ x ‘Caerhays Bé&#’

* ‘Rose Marie’

Phil Savage

* ‘Butterflies’ denudatax acuminata Martha Stewart’s
favorite yellow magnolia!

Others

* 'Gold Star’ Planted at Caerhays, Cornwall i®2.9

» ‘Daphne’ Named by Phillippe de Spoelberch, Betgiu
Rated best yellow in Europe.

New Zealand

* ‘Cleopatra’ Vance Hooper

* ‘Genie’

Mark Jury

" * ‘Felix
Magnolia‘Daybreak’ . ‘Burgundy Star

M. campbelli «  ‘Honey Tulip’
»  Sir Harold Hillier’ )

. lan Baldick
M. sargentianavar.robusta

* ‘lan’s Red’

M. dawsonianaChyverton Red’ and. dawsoniana . ‘Purple Sensation’
M. sprengeri Peter Cave
M. sieboldii ‘Colossus’ Augie Kehr « ‘Royal Purple’
M. x wieseneri 1. obovatax M. sieboldii) ‘Swede Made’
M. acuminata cucumber tree/cucumber magnolia, only

magnolia native to Canada

David Leach hybrids
 ‘Golden Gift’

» ‘Coral Lake’ ‘Butterflies’ and ‘Legend’ are two s
parents

 ‘Golden Sun’

Dr. Augie Kehr hybrids

*  ‘Sunburst’

e 'Sun Sprite’

* ‘Sunsation’

* ‘Daybreak’ Augie thought this was his begbrid
‘Woodsman’ one of the parents of ‘Daybreak’

Brooklyn Botanic Garden
‘Elizabeth’ M. acuminateandM. denudatg

Evamaria Sperber, plant breeder
*  ‘Yellow Bird’
e ‘Judy Zuk’ most orange of the yellow magnolias

Magnolia‘Yellowbird’
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Oswald Blumhardt e ‘Coral Lake’ David Leach hybrid

e ‘Aurora’ .
Reddish

Inter-specific crosses . ‘Mercury

» laevifolia x loebneri

+ sieboldii‘Colossus’ x insignis‘Anita Figlar’

e ‘Burgundy Spire’

jelote}

Paul’'s favorites
Whites

« ‘Ballerina’

*  ‘Wada’s Memory’'

» sieboldii‘Colossus’

Yellows
*  ‘Yellow Bird’
+ ‘Butterflies’

Pinks
+ ‘Daybreak’
e ‘Leonard Messel

* ‘Rose Marie’
»  ‘Blushing Belle’ Magnolia sieboldii ‘Clossus’

A Summary of the ARHS Outreach program, 2017

By Chris Hopgood

The 2017 Outreach program was an ambitious one a@dpto
| previous years. Our activities were of three défdrkinds, focused
- exclusively on HRM's Stratford Way Park, just oficewood drive.

®.m For those unfamiliar with the Park, our involvemédiggan a few
LM years back, when the Atlantic Rhododendron and itidtaral

= Society, working with the Halifax Regional Municlitg, developed
& several large garden beds to beautify the site. fbbes was on
rhododendrons, and the ARHS undertook the desighcantributed
the labour and rhododendrons. Since then we havstoned and
& maintained the beds, making necessary changesrgmdviements as

they developed.

This year, the first activity on our agenda wasléoa general clean-
: . 2L i up of the beds, prune the rhodos, and move a cadipheem to more
The view looking northwest at Stfathfd Way Park. favourable spots in the garden. This was all daméhe morning of
May 12", and a chilly morning it was, too. Lynn Rotin, san
McLean, Rachel Martin, Sophie Bieger, Ron Lawlod &hris Hopgood made up our hard working crew ¢énted
member volunteers. They did a very fine job andyrthanks to all of them.

The second activity on our agenda for this year twgdan for an evergreen windbreak and procureéoessary trees. The
planning started in 2016 when | met with parksfsaHRM. On behalf of the ARHS, | suggested thatumber of trees
and shrubs should be planted on the northwestdfidee park, where a chain link fence is in plaiaw; along with a
number of apartment buildings. This park has & wére border of native trees on the south sidesuth east side of the
park, so the side with the chain link fence cabhedtl for attention. The HRM staff agreed to alldve tARHS to do the tree
selection as long as they bestowed final appreved,they agreed to let us do the planting.
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< During our May 1% Outreach work day, the ARHS crew talked it over,
nd we concluded that native conifers would beguerfor planting in

i front of the chain link fence on the northwest safethe park. These

i conifers would give the year round green-scape thas desired,

« eventually hiding the chain link fence, as well asoviding a
__microclimate sheltered from cold winter winds. Thisuld protect the

~ . rhododendrons in the nearby planting beds, alortiy pvbviding a natural
“nesting habitat for native birds.

A list of native trees was drawn up for the HRMffsta consider. These
¢ were white pine, red pine, red spruce, black sprabéte spruce, eastern
emlock and deciduous service berAmelanchierspecies). The staff
| gave approval for all of these. The next step wasotrce them. It's not
| easy to find a nursery that provides these nateest but with the help of
Shirley MacArthur of the Provincial Strathlorne Est Nursery near
Planting the conifer windbreak on June 16, 2017Inverness, Nova Scotia, we were directed to sevarppliers. After a
few phone calls it was apparent that T & D NurserjNew Ross could
supply our needs. So off to the nursery, and gdiarwas had, 12 white pine and 12 red sprucérali38 plus GST, and a
bit of gas money - a bargain to be sure.

The third activity on our agenda for this year nlo@came clear. A day for planting our new, littleiéers was arranged,
and on June 1Bfour trusty AHRS member volunteers answered tHle Rachel Martin, our society’s treasurer, Sophie
Bieger, a serious urban tree planter, Ron Lawlotalanted man with a pick and shovel, and Chris déopl, your
correspondent. It took a little over 90 minutegéb all 24 trees planted, digging the holes, ngxagged earth with what
little dirt was there, in cool but sunny weatherdagk of rain during the previous days was a b @bncern as there was no
source of water at the park, but Mother Nature il us with 8.9 mm of rain the very next day, andhe 28 another
good bit of rain fell. Our little conifers were did a good start! The staff of HRM was notifiedtbéir presence, and we
requested that park maintenance staff be alemedatch out for them. Hopefully these little tresd survive and provide

a beautiful green conifer background for flowerimhgdodendrons and azaleas that we will place intfobthem, the next
phase of this ambitious Outreach initiative.

Editors Note: Just a few days ago, Chris Hopgood checked up olitttel conifers and is pleased to report to tihety all are looking
very healthy !

The garden clean-up crew L-R, Lynn Rotin, RacheftMaSusan McLean, Ron Lawlor, Sophie Bieger
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Champion Trees
By Jenny Sandison

While | was in the UK this last summer | visiteddBant Garden in North Wales. It proved to be ontho$e extraordinary
Edwardian estates with an enormous house and titlg gi®ping hillside to the south reconfiguredhwiive italianate terraces. It
was started by Henry Davis and Agnes Pochin arircféimeily, and it was their grandson Henry McLaréimo was passionate about
the garden and very interested in the new trershsland herbaceous plants being brought backAsianand the Americas. Henry
was an active sponsor of botanical expeditionsohitfk plant explorers Ernest “Chinese” Wilson, @ed-orrest, Frank Kingdon-
Ward and George Sherriff, and he received thetiegeeds which were germinated and then planteat &odnant.

My interest in the garden was piqued by an articthe RHS monthly magazine that described theegaeshd the efforts of
Troy Smith, a recent head-gardener. The gardepvisron by the National Trust and Troy had justdired a redesign of
the rose terraces and the herbaceous beds anddobdiehese were quite lovely in late summer,hwihasses of bold,
flaming colours complementing the massive stormrates with their formal lakes and reflecting pools.

But what | found most impressive were the numbeChampion Trees. This is a program in the UK tanidg and
officially register the biggest and best examplespecific trees. Bodnant has around 40. They ftate about 1900 and
include a Giant Sequoia and Japanese Umbrella Batie of which were little known in the UK at thahe.

In many countries any large and different treesoften the result of owners and gardeners placmrairturing unusual
plants. We can never tell if the tree we plant wiltvive to be the best of its kind but we can piathope, even if we don't
know what becomes of our properties. Often peopfersent that they will never see the tree becomeaimabut | don'’t
think that is the point. Some of the trees in mydga have become quite striking in under twentyseti | plant others |
may have twenty more years to appreciate them.

In my own garden one of the trees that attractst afl attention is a Liriodendron. It is alreadyeovforty feet tall and is
quite splendid. As species go, Liriodendron isaltipularly unusual, but there certainly aren’oadround here that | see.
What | do see are a lot of Norway maple plantingbat a sin! One of my plans for the next few yearso try and
introduce more unusual trees to the Mahone Bayskzaquk. The local garden club works in the aquatiden and that is a
good place to plant. It's quite protected and thisrepace. The other possibility is the cemeteng while people don'’t
want trees disturbing the graves, the perimeteldcaccommodate a good number. Planting in the puldimain can be so
rewarding. | remember visiting Vancouver in Marctdanarvelling that the city planners of the day kadn fit to plant an
entire street with magnolias, the next with all rehdrees, and the next with all amelanchiers. dkyb, Ginkos make
wonderfully suitable street trees. Maybe we sha@lépproaching local councils to be equally daring.

Our own Atlantic Rhododendron and Horticultural 8og has been quite forward thinking in this regasflering a wide
variety of unusual trees over the years. Some esdhare getting too crowded in my garden but dfe/esting enough to
move. So | am making plans to dig up my Korean &téa; and the Liquidambar. While | may miss themg while |
know their continued life in the outside world incertain, it's worth the risk. Will anyone notideem? Well, | think
someone might, and they might even wonder who @thstich unusual and splendid trees and bless meresa ©

f 4
ﬁ B

A champion tree at Bodnant Garden, probably C

émagi, Bodnant Garden - a view of the lily pool leading taye to a

fanciful garden folly.
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ARHS Editor's Note: This article first came to my attention in the Aicger Rhododendron Society Journal, Summer 201#.i84fth the
permission of the ARS journal and the authorgréjisinted here in a revised form. We thank therthfar generosity. In our last issue we published
an article by Joe Harvey with observations on brgedhododendrons for greater heat and droughtrémlee. This is a topic that may prove more
and more relevant to parts of Atlantic Canadadftbecome hotter and drier, as some climate madejsredicting.

Some Like It Hot

By Steve Krebs and Jing Wang

Steve Krebs, Director, and Jing Wang, Field StaSpecialist, both work at the David G. Leach Rede&tation of The Holden
Arboretum in Madison, OH. Steve and Jing are mesifethe Great Lakes Chapter of the American Riextitrdn Society.

ARS Editor's Note: This article was first published in the Spring 20¥1/2) issue oForests and Gardenthe quarterly journal of
Holden Forests and Gardens. It is reprinted hexeénised form with permission from the
journal’s editor.

At the Leach Research Station of The Holden Arbomgive have been hybridizing
rhododendrons that are resistant to root rot ciséias most common cause of mortality in
gardens and nurseries. This disease is causediumgas-like pathogerPhytophthora
cinnamomiwhich resides in soil and invades the roots s€etible plants in its quest for

i % carbohydrate food sources. Leaf drooping and wilren indication that the root system
= has been extensively colonized (Fig 1). The plapteear drought stressed because the
vascular system that conducts water to the shastbéen destroyed. The pathogen is not
only a problem for rhododendrons, but is a globaasive that is impacting over 1000

8 plant species in agricultural and natural settings.

The rationale and preliminary work for this projeere described previously by Krebs in

The AzaleanFall issue, 2010. Plant breeding via cross @ién involves recombining

genetic variability that derives from species iawild. Our resistance breeding program is

based on &hododendrospecies from Taiwa. hyperythrupthat is highly resistant to

root rot and readily transmits that trait to itsspfing (Fig 2). ImportantlyR. hyperythrum

is also heat tolerant and capable of growing irGhké South (USDA hardiness Zone 9), a

. ¥ climate that is too hot for most rhododendronsaBseR. hyperythrunis less cold hardy

Fi . I H1an desired and also white flowered, it has bgbridized with hardier and more colorful
gure 1. Typical leaf drooping and .. . N .

wilting on a rhododendron with advancégitivars in order to produce progeny that combiaginess, resistance, and ornamental

Phytophthora root rot diease. value.

For gardeners, landscapers, and commercial ng;sesi@ rot resistance is a useful
that would lead to greater success growing rhodibdes. In particular, commer
nurseries are interested in heat tolerance bedaggens up a new, southern marke
rhododendrons. The presence of both featur@s iyperythrunis a desirable combinati¢
that can be co-transferred to hybrids becauserdiie inay be functionally related. V.
hypothesize that resistance is necessary for plamival in warm, wet climates wh
disease pressure from cinnamomincreases. To test this in breeding populatior
employ a protocol wheie. hyperythrurderived hybrids are first evaluated in NE Ohi
field performance, ornamental traits, and cold ihass (USDA hardiness zone
Selections from this stage of the program are thamally replicated (by rooting st
cuttings) and planted in a field trial in southkauisiana. Plant Development Services
(PDSI), the plant introduction and marketing dwisof Flowerwood Nursery in Alaba
is the commercial partner assisting with theseuatiahs.

Over 160 selections were made from 2500 hybridlisgedirst evaluated at the Lea:
Station in Ohio. Four to five replicates of eaded®n were planted in spring 2012 at £4255% I i
southern site in Independence, Louisiana, usirandomized field design. Over the £ Figure 2. Resistance genes at work.
four years we have compared performance amondigeeat both locations. Most of t Seedlings in the middle and right-hand rows
original plants, from which the replicates werenelt, continue to do well at the Lec have disease susceptible parents. Healthy
Station, although many did not prove flower budigat -24°F (-31°C) during the wint Seedlings in the left row are from a cross

of 2015. In contrast, a majority of the 160 sektaienes died during the Louisiana tr Petween a susceptible rhododendron Bnd
hyperythrum the root rot resistant species.
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many within one or two years of planting. Basedynptoms, the cause of mortality appears to beobdisease, and the presence
of P. cinnamombn site is inferred from the fact that other spsioke and resistant control plants included inttta performed as
expected. A high level of disease pressure is phpldae to the climate. Another contributing factmy be this location's former use
by a nursery to grow camellias, which are also plasits forP. cinnamomiAdditional research is needed to confirm that the
pathogen is the primary factor determining surgkigy in our hybrid populations, and that the bestopming individuals in this
southern environment are also the most root ristaes

On the positive side, a group of 30 individual41&f the starting selections) at the southernilmedias performed well in spite of
high temperatures and considerable precipitatmmitons that favor the pathogen. Some of thgspédormers are very attractive
plants that could be introduced commercially inrtkar future. One of them (Fig 3) will be comméiciavailable in 2018 as an
offering in PDSI's Southgate® series, for sale arile trade name 'Splendor'. The promotional apylowerwood’s website
states that “the exciting new Southgate ®rhododgrsdare heat tolerant and thrive in the South vg@iorming equally well in
traditional [northern] rhododendron areas.” Theeptitnododendrons distributed under the Southgate@dbwere created by Dr.
John Thornton, who pioneered the usB.dfiyperythrunfor developing heat tolerant hybrids.

Form and function are equally important in ornaraguiant development. The rhododendron hybridipirggect started by David G.
Leach combined beauty and cold hardiness in nevidsytWe are extending the Leach legacy by addiagtave traits such as
disease resistance and heat tolerance that wi tegde leafed rhododendrons easier to grow arghexpeir horticultural use into
warmer regions. These additional traits may aldoae the need for fungicide drenches commonly bggmtoduction nurseries to
control P. cinnamomi Furthermore, the southern trial provides a previ¢ plant performance under the warmer and wetter
conditions predicted by climate change models farermorthern latitudes. Rhododendron adaptatithatoenvironment is largely
dependent on root rot resistance, and this finidirsirates a broader concern. Disease resistaitideeaome increasingly important
for plant health if, as predicted by epidemiolagighe geographic range and activity of plant gghs are increased by climate
changer

References
S. Krebs. 2010. Modernizing a Garden Clagsie. AzalearFall 2010: pp 52-55.

Figures 3A & 3B. Rhododendron ‘Splendor’, the figstuthgate® introduction from the Leach Statiomebiing program.
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ARHS Editor's Note: This intriguing article first came to my attentiorthe American Rhododendron Society Journal, Su2@i& issue. With the
permission of the ARS journal and the authomgginted here in a revised form. We thank therthigr generosity.

Rhododendron Myths from Around the World

By Elizabeth Georgian

The Author: Elizabeth Georgian earned her Ph.D. in Botany fitti University of Wisconsin-Madison where she stlidi
the ethno-botany, pollination, and evolution of dbdendrons in northwest Yunnan Province, China.iSBeSTEM editor
for botany and evolution manuscripts, with a fooasarticles written by english-as-second-languagthars. She currently
lives in Florence, Italy. She can be contactedggtoegian@gmail.com.

Species of the gend’ghododendromare used around the world for medicine, food amtkdand handicrafts. Additionally,
rhododendrons are incorporated into the local mgtfies of many cultures, and not just in the Hirgat where
rhododendron species are most numerous and divdese, | take a closer look at previously publisimegths as well as
myths that | collected during my field researcmir@010 through 2012.

In China, the written record of myths and storiestéiring rhododendrons goes back at least as thedsang Dynasty, c.
AD 482. About that time, the poet, Cheng Yanxiongte, 'Rhododendrons and cuckoos, what's the relation desw
them? Perhaps the bleeding mouths of cuckoos happeld blood onto the rhododendron branches attaeit turned into
red flowers: Many of the Chinese myths about rhododendrons mislude cuckoo birds and it is important to nibiat in
Mandarin, rhododendron and cuckoo have the same,n&a juan”. The following story, which | have paraphrased,
reveals this association between plant and biris. dne of several | have found in the publishéetditure that associates
rhododendrons with sadness and loss.

“Two young brothers lived in the countryside withittwidowed mother. The younger son was favorethiy
mother, while the eldest son, her stepson, wadddeas a slave. The stepson was starved, beatdrsean to work in the
fields every day. Despite this unfair treatmeng, inothers had a strong bond and the younger brotleaild help his elder
brother by giving him extra food and taking therbtafor any mistake.

“One day, the wicked mother gave each of her sdbagrof seeds, but the bag of seeds she had digestedpson
were roasted and had no chance of growing. Shetba@doys that if a field did not grow, whoever hdanted that field
would be banished from the house. The younger érathose to switch bags of seeds with the oldethbrahoping this
would protect him from being sent awadfter the stepson’s seeds had begun to sproutydbeger son, knowing his
mother would be angry because his seeds were owlilgy, ran away from home. When the mother diseavehat her
younger son had done, she was furious and serdtépson to look for his brother with the threattttighey did not return
she would have him murdered.

“The older brother searched for his younger brotihemo avail. Witnessing his sadness, the gods paglon the
older brother and turned him into the first cuckaiod so he could fly and thus find his brother éastAfter many weeks
searching for his brother by wing, the boy lost &é@p ever finding his beloved younger brother. egly, he perched on
a tree branch and began to cry until his tears dap. His last two tears were made of blood and ftben blood grew an
azalea. The azalea is believed to be a memorigh¢olove between these brothers, and the sad €alieocuckoo is a
reminder of the boy's endless search for his misgounger brothet.*

Another similar kind of story featuring both rho@oairons and cuckoos comes from Sichuan Province:

“The beloved King of Sichuan Province, Du Yyu, wesvk for taking care of his people. One day, a stigas
flood reached Du Yyu's kingdom and threatenedittes lof his people. In accordance with King Du ¥ind reputation
and despite the urges of his advisors to seekraltershelter, King Du Yyu sought shelter on thegparg Mountain with
his people. Rapidly, the flood made its way upntioeintain and all were sure they would drown.

“When all was thought lost, the spirit of a sofefiad turtle appeared and created a gorge, whidbvedd the
floodwaters to retreat. While his people cheereidgkDu Yyu showed his gratitude to the spirit @& foft-shelled turtle by
giving his crown to the spirit.

“Many years later, King Du Yyu died a natural deatdhile cuckoo birds were calling, King Du Yyu'gisflew
over the land to wish his beloved people "fareWwdlhe people of Sichuan missed their loyal King\Qw after his death
and decided to call the cuckoo Dujuan in his memBtyododendrons bloom in the same season whenasickg, so the
people of 2Sichuan named the flowers after the adthat both bird and flower would remind themhf everlasting
presencé.

! Ferguson, G. 1996The World's Great Nature Mythddelena, Montana: Falcon Publishing, Inc: 160 pp
2 Fang, W. 1986 Sichuan Rhododendron of ChirBeijing, China: Science Press: 346 pp.
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In a variation on the above story, the beloved KingYyu of Sichuan Province dies after ruling tdad for many years.

After death, his spirit transforms into a cuckoodbso he can fly over the land he once ruled. Is #ay he wishes his

people farewell and cries until he cannot cry asnger, at which point his mouth bleeds and he tintesa red azalea.

Aware of this, Du Yyu's loyal subjects name both ¢tluickoo and the azalBmjuan after their beloved king. From that time
on, the cuckoo cries only when rhododendrons abtoiom, and serves as a reminder of the beloved ybu*®

Further south, in Yunnan Province, various ethnicanities little known outside of China have thewn myths connected
to rhododendrons. One such ethnic group, the Nusists of about 23,000 individuals scattered acrossl northwest
Yunnan? Their homeland is a country of high mountains dedp ravines crossed by the Dulong and Irrawaddgr&
and by the Salween River, which is also known &sNujiang River in this part of China. The Nu (FiD. speak an
unwritten language classified in the Tibeto-Burniamguage family, and although the Nu's traditional animist beliafe
slowly being forgotten, every year a major holideynors one of their traditional deities. It takéscp between March 15
and March 17 and is known as either the Fairy f@sior the Immortal Festival, depending on the seuand the
translation. It celebrates a Nu goddess who startss a woman named A-Rong, famed for her extiraaryl engineering
achievements. Here is one version of the storyclivhhave paraphrased:

“A-Rong, inspired by a spider web, created the fope bridge that allowed the Nu people to crogsNjiang
River. Additionally, A-Rong created irrigation chaeis that transformed daily life. Impressed witRé&ng's inventions and
dazzled by her beauty, the chief of the neighbaethgic group planned to force A-Rong to be hiddariAfter learning of
the chief's intentions, A-Rong ran away from h#age and hid in a rhododendron forest. The chadibfved her there and
on March 15 burned down the rhododendron foredt witRong in it.

“To the Nu, A-Rong is a deity, and during the Fdtgstival they memorialize her by celebrating hevery and
her intelligence. As part of this, Nu women gatuealea flowers and offer them to A-Rong in theyfaave, a specific cave
in the area associated with her. Immediately foltmxthe offering of azaleas, a feast is enjoyethbyparticipants. ®

During my own research, only two Nu people and bisel person (the Lisu are another ethnic minorityYiunnan
Province) discussed the Flower Festival. Howeueis possible that during my research | missedsphexific area where
people would know about this highly localized evénis also possible that fewer people today d&seoving it.

The Naxi (Fig. 2) , another ethnic minority of ab@00,000 individuals found mostly in Yunnan Praenhave a wide
array of myths and sayings about rhododendfofibe most prominent of these may be found in tagi Nreation story. It
says the rhododendron was the first tree to grder dhe great flood, and so it is considered sadrshce, the Naxi
sometimes use rhododendrons in religious ceremonies

Additionally, Naxi people recall stories, poemsd aayings that relate the beauty of rhododendrorits tactual toxicity.
For example, Naxi interviewees associated the pesd toxicity of rhododendrons with the outer bot inner beauty of
women. If a Naxi girl is called a rhododendrah means she is pretty on the outside but badheniriside, because
rhododendrons are toxioA variation on this metaphor equates rhododendwitisthe short-lived beauty of women.

A previously published Naxi story also connectslibauty of rnododendrons with their toxicity, theral perhaps being
that external beauty on its own is not sufficidmaraphrase it as follows:

% Fang, W. 1986 Sichuan Rhododendron of ChirBeijing, China: Science Press: 346 pp.

4 van Driem, G. 2001, Languages of the Himalayakivie One Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill: 462 pp.

®Bradley, D. 1997. Tibeto-Burman Languages and @ieason. Papers inSoutheast Asian Linguistic No. 14 Tibeto-BurmangLamges
of the Himalayagpp. 1-72). Australia: Department of LinguistResearch School of Pacific and Asian Studies.

®1n Kunming. “Fairy Festival of the Nu ethnic groimpYunnan.” Retrieved November 9, 2016 from therseLhttp://en.kunming.cn/index/
content/2012-03/17/content_2878479.htm.

715, Yang, L.X., Stepp, J.R., Ahmed, S., Pei, &d. Xue, D.Y. 2011. The Role of Montane Forestdrfdigenous Dongba Papermaking
in the Naxi Highlands of Northwest Yunnan, ChiNmuntain Research and Developm®mt334-342. http://dx.doi.org/10.1659/MRD-
JOURNAL-D-11-00035.1

8 Georgian, E. and E. Emshwiller. 2016. Rhododentltees and Distribution of this Knowledge within EihGroups in Northwest
Yunnan Province, Chin®pen Journal of Social Sciencés138-150.
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“Rhododendron and several flowers and trees weréeohvo a large party held by the Flower Queen.
Rhododendron, who wanted to take extra time to fawer herself, decided to come late to the pargabse she knew she
was the most beautiful of all the flowers. She kiftvno matter how late she was, she would be @eehthe seat of honor
beside the Flower Queen because of her pristinaetye&lowever, upon Rhododendron’s arrival, she suaprised to find
the seat next to the Flower Queen had not beemweddor her’ °

Moving now to Nepal, another center of rnododendtimersity, we find previously published myths tifedture the genus.
The following story, which | paraphrase, explairntsyhe different species of plants no longer mamong themselves.

“The Goddess of the Forest wished for a husbandhododendron and chose the alder. The alder wasbtesy
fawning over his own good looks to go immediatelshbdodendron but he agreed to visit her when &g ngady. Finally,
in the starkness of winter, the alder set out &t ¥he rhododendron and was shocked when he saladieof flowers and
curled winter leaves. He left immediately, thinkihgt she was not beautiful enough for him. Urggdhe fig to visit a
second time, later in the season, the alder wasdsged by the spring beauty of the rhododendronpaodosed a swift
marriage. The rhododendron refused the alder's psgh. Embarrassed by this rejectidhe alder went away and hid in
the mountain crags and ravines where alders areddoday. This unsuccessful courtship caused tliel€s of the Forest
to cease her attempts at match-making betweeniffieeeait flowers and the tree4’

Stories about the genwukododendronspan a vast distance, from eastern Asia all the taweeastern North
America. In Ledyard, Connecticut, there is a pleaked Mast Swamp, which is known for producingigfint tree trunks
historically used to make ship masts. Mast Swanmgiss known for an abundance of wild rhododenditbas once had
yellow flowers, but now bloom with "bloody-hearesvery spring’ The story of this miraculous transformation taglese
during the Pequot War (1636-1638) and it is toldh®y Pequot Indians (Fig. 3), who often used Magr8p to hide from
enemies because only those who knew the paths gmildhrough its tangle of rhododendrons. In windlbws, |
paraphrase the story based on several differentessu

“In June 1637, after barely surviving a lost battégh British soldiers in Mystic, Connecticut, somgmaining
Pequots, including the chief, fled to Mast Swammearby Ledyard**The British soldiers waited at the outlets of the
swamp and ambushed the Pequots when they triet&pe. Thinking their lives would be spared, thgueés surrendered
and became prisoners of the BritishThe Pequot chief was commanded to reveal theitocaf the remainder of his
people hiding deeper in the swamp. He refused.BFtish soldiers threw him onto the ground beneatyellow-flowered
rhododendron and shot him through his heart. The of the Pequots were imprisoned on a British .shieg women and
children were sold as slaves in the West Indiespten were thrown overboard and drowned.

“The chief's dying words were a curse that permdyechanged the rhododendron flowers from yellovblimod
red, so that every spring the blood red flowersast reminder of the brutal killing of the Peqpebple. To this day, the

flowers are red, but it's said that if they arerisplanted outside of Mast Swamp, they revert bagieftow, **

The various myths and stories | have brought tiat lig this article express fundamental human corxeelated to death,
rebirth, remembrance, and the dire effects of nipterate actions. Such narratives are one way il in all places and
in all times have tried to make sense of themsebmd the world around them. I'd bet that whereves genus
Rhododendroris found, additional interviews and research witicover more myths and stories that incorporatseethe
spectacular plants into this most ancient of hupractices.

® Han, C. 1997Tales from within the Clouds: Nakhi Stories of @hidniversity of Hawai'i Press, Honolulu: 47 pp.

1 Ferguson, G. 1996The World's Great Nature Myth$elena, Montana: Falcon Publishing, Inc: 160 pp.

11 Skinner, C.M. 1903. "Bloody-Heart Rhododendromsrierican Myths and Legends129-131. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott
Company.

12 Citro, J.A. 2004.Cursed in New England: Stories of Damned Yank®agford Connecticut: Globe Pequot Press: 272 pp.

3 The New York Times. November 6, 1883. "AncienteEabf Pine Swamp: A spot made famous in the cdlbistory of Connecticut."
14 Skinner, C.M. 1903. "Bloody-Heart Rhododendromsrierican Myths and Legends129-131. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott
Company.
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Additional literature not cited in footnotes

Feng, G. 1988Rhododendrons of China Vol. Reijing, China: Science Press : 196 pp.

Ferguson, G. 1996The World's Great Nature Mythddelena, Montana: Falcon Publishing, Inc: 160 pp.

Georgian, E. and E. Emshwiller. 2013. Shared ampau&te Knowledge among Eight Cultural Groups Based
Ethnobotanical Uses of Rhododendron (Ericacea¥uiman Province, Chin&conomic Botany67 (3): 191-202.

Yang, F.S. 1999The Mysterious Nujiang. A Series of Yunnan Scemehfolklore TourismYunnan Press, Yunnan, China

Yang, L.X., Stepp, J.R., Ahmed, S., Pei, S.J. and,©.Y. 2011. The Role of Montane Forests fordedious Dongba
Papermaking in the Naxi Highlands of Northwest YamnChinaMountain Research and Developm8mt 334-342. http://
dx.doi.org/10.1659/MRD-JOURNAL-D-11-00035.1

Figure and photo sources:

Naxi http://dance.jnu.edu.cn/DRESS-1/DRESS-24/jaxi

Nu http://www.chinatoday.com/people/china_ethnic_family.htm

Pequot http://mww.indianz.com/News/2015/018337.asp

Photo of leaders of the Eastern Pequot Tribal NatfdConnecticut courtesy of EPTN
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A big rhodo move in the garden of Peter Buzek and Debbie Hall at |11 Halls
Road, May 17,2017.Where there’s a will there’s a way. [Photos John Brett]
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Clematis stans & co.
By Nina Newington

My quest forClematis standegan with a photograph of a slightly out-of-foda anemone behind a scrim of slender,
tubular flowers of an unusual blue-grey colour. Tips of the flower petals (tepals really) rolledch, revealing cream
stamens. They might have been made of silver, th@sers, so crisp and definite against the hank gheerfulness of the
anemone. It was a subtle, elegant combination,obmeany in Barry Fretwell'<Clematis as Companion Plantde spent
years breeding the genus for small, nodding flodgypes, a notable one beifig x eriostemorHeather Herschell’.Would
that we could buy them on this side of the Atlantic

Luckily, my lust for Clematisstanscoincided with Kristl Walek’s brief sojourn in Aapolis Royal. As befits the erudite
founder of the Canadian seed compa®ardens North Krist’'s home garden was stuffed with raritiesd lhever
encountered, and one that | recognised: A stoupsly-looking plant with vine-like leaves, it walscut a metre across and
almost as tall, and it was completely swathed maypof little amsonia blue flowers, each aboutr2long. The colour is
typical of this whole group of herbaceous clematisch includes the better knovi tubulosaformerly heracleifolig) and
the hybrid'Mrs. Robert Brydon’Writers struggle to describe this colour: ‘a claafdsmoky blue’, (Vita Sackville-West);
‘an unusual kind of greyish-blue, of very tended dovely quality’, (Gertrude Jekyll); ‘a spitefullygon-contributory off-
white, skimmed-milk colouring’, (Christopher Lloyd)

The thing about these sub-shrubby clematis is ttimtflowers are dainty but the plants are not. Bmprse leaves on a
sturdy base are just what | need for the outerresiof my garden. They cover the bare ankles dfatler shrub roses and,
being cut close to the ground in spring, make gomupanions for bulbs. Plus they flower in Augustl &eptember and
look gorgeous not only with Japanese anemoneslduingth the soft yellow shuttlecocks Kfrengeshoma palmatahey
like the same well-drained, moist soil and some #usughstansflowers well in shade too. The seedheads are @s atére
as the flowers and last into November. All are aocdZone 4.

Fortunately for me, Kristl Walek had some seedlit@yspare which | acquired, though she thoughtarféght be crossed
with C. tubulosa another plant on my wish list. As it turns outaiddition to the typical grey-blue flowersthnswhich has

a vanilla-ish fragrance, a couple of the seedlmdsbited the same narrow flowers but cobalt bl with no scent. Then
there’s one that must B@. tubulosa The flowers are much broader thstans perhaps 3cm across and 4cm long, and
clotted on the ends of the stems. Though far leaseful, they are more fragrant. I'd say tangeand hyacinth though
Christopher Lloyd says hair-oil (he really doediKe this group). In her 1932 garden clasdibe Fragrant PathLouise
Beebe Wilder claims, ‘The cold blue bell shapedvécs borne in profusion and for a long period “dnl ripe
Greengages” and the leaves when dying of new-mayri h

There’s far more to be said about the various swir@G. tubulosa notablyvar. davidiana,but I'd rather end with a good
form (or possibly a hybrid) that's available in No®Bcotia. ‘Mrs. Robert Brydon’ is a sprawling frath powder blue

blossoms, each with a prominent frill of cream stam) the flowers 3-4 cm across and well-spaceaimicfes all over the
2.5 meter spread of good weed-drowning, stump-seniotl) leaves. A very useful as well as beautifullioh to the

garden. | bought mine at Briar Patch Nursery inmek. o

=4 ,

Clematis stanforming a low, thick clump that fills empty ‘Mrs. Robert Brydon’ is a good hrid available Mova
spots and covers unsightly stumps Scotia.
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Photo Album
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Rhohodendron Canadensis (Rhodora) - [Stephen Archibald] Stewartia pseudocamellia bark - [Stephen Archibald]
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