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��������� Penny Gael 826-2440
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 Sheila Stevenson 479-3740

��
������ Lyla MacLean 466-449

��������� Chris Hopgood 479-0811

���������� Betty MacDonald 852-2779

���� ��������� Sheila Stevenson 479-3740
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 ��
����� Jenny Sandison 624-9013

����
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������ Mary Helleiner 429-0213

����
��� �

��
��� Sandy Brown 683-2615

����
��� �

!����
������ Audrey Fralic 683-2711

����
��� Anitra Laycock 852-2502

��"������� Mary Helleiner 429-0213

#������ King Butler 542-5805

$������ Shirley McIntyre 835-3673

����  %
���&� Sharon Bryson 863-6307

��� � '�(��
�

����� ���� Ken Shannik 422-2413

���� �����


����� ���� Duff & Donna Evers 835-2586

���������	

Fees are due on January 1, 2005. Annual dues are $ 15.00 for individuals or families. Make cheques payable to Atlantic
Rhododendron and Horticultural Society. Send them to'�!� ���������� ��
������) *���� ��
������) +,- ������
�
*�� ����) ������
� *��) �� *,�./0
 Please renew your membership now. When renewing, please include your
telephone number and e-mail. This information will be used for Society purposes only (co-ordination of potluck suppers and
other events) and will be kept strictly confidential.

The Website address for the American Rhododendron Society is """
������������
��& for those wishing to renew their
membership or become new members of the ARS.
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All ARHS meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month, from September to May, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Nova Scotia Museum Aud itorium, 1747 Summer St., Halifax, unless otherwise noted. Paid parking is available
in the Museum lot. Friends, guests and anyone interested in rhododendrons, azaleas or companion plants are
always welcome at meetings or events.

������� 1������ - ������ ���(�����2 3�� 4�����2 $������& �� "� 4�
 Sheila’s home is in
Ferguson’s Cove in a very natural woodland landscape. She will share with us
her hopes and concerns in carving out a managed space while retaining the
essential character of the place.

������� 5������� . 1����  ������2  (��&����
 Jamie is part owner of Bunchberry Nurseries, a
respected wholesale enterprise that has a distinct bent for heathers and unusual
evergreens, as well as alpines and native plants.

Slides of plants available in the May Sale

������� ���
� . '����� 5����
2 ���� �6 ������ ������� ������. Many of us have started our
rhodie collections with these cheap little beauties. Audrey has been in charge
of the Tissue Culture Program for many years. She will share with us the what,
how to and long term care of these tiny treasures.

������� '���� + ����� !��������2 #����� 4����� �� ���. Wisley Garden in southern
England is the showcase of the Royal Horticultural Society, a mecca for many
of us. Chris will show his slides featuring the trials of rhododendron yak
hybrids.

������� ��� , ����� 4�������2 !�" �� �� ��

���6�� 4��"��& '������
 Maria runs a
nursery in Quebec featuring alpines, those diminutive but demanding gems of
the garden. She will also bring lots of alpines for sale.

Members’ Plant Sale

������ ����: Some members, who have environmental sensitivities, are asking
their fellow members please to use no perfumes, scented soaps, etc., on the days
or evenings of ARHS events, in order to minimize the risk of allergic reactions.
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!�������� *��� ����� (Meconopsis betonicifolia)

It is a difficult thing to choose my favourite perennial. This year I
had success in producing one blue poppy. I first saw the blue
poppies at Bayport Plant Farm, beautiful and dramatic, and was
instantly enchanted with them. I saw them growing in glorious
groupings in Walter Ostrom’s garden, a surreal and impossible
colour. The most amazing place to see them, though, is in the late
Elsie Reford’s garden, Les Jardin de Métis, on theGaspé coast. We
were fortunate to travel there withCaptainSteele’splanthunters, and
we had inside information from Patricia Gallant, the head gardener.
We learned that part of the success is the extreme snowywintersand
cool summers along theSt. Lawrence River.

Reading Sterling Levy’s article in the May 2003 issue of
AtlanticRhodo andhisencouragingbelief that they are easy to grow,
I tried again two years ago. I remembered to NOT let them bloom
the first year, and was rewarded by a veritable fountain and
succession of bloom. The colours, size and presence in my garden
broughtvisitors in fromthestreet.

My goal now is to have agrouping of poppies,myself, nextyear.

����(� !������

My favourite native plants at this time of year are our native
hollies. Sometimes I wonder if we take the beauty of nature
for granted. Right now our native hollies, of which there are
two, come to importance in the winter landscape. We all
know ���� ����	
	�����, winterberry, which we use in our
Christmas decorations for their wonderful red berries.

The other holly, ���� ���
��� is a fascinating shrub that
grows in profusion along Highway 103 in Queens county.
There are great drifts of these shrubs, about four feet tall,
maybe four to eight feet across, growing in our rocky
gravelly soils. It is a remarkable plant in that it keeps its
leaves all winter, shaped like blueberry leaves, on a much
taller shrub. In the sunshine and even on rainy days, these
plants make a statement because of the glossiness of their
leaves. Its common name is inkberry and this year there
seems to be an abundance of berries. I combine the two
native hollies when I dress the front of the Port Mouton Post
Office in its winter decorations, ���� ���
�� for its glossy
greenery and ���� ����	
	����� for its red berries.

Winter greetings to everyone.

4����� 	�
��� ���(�� ��(������

I did a write up about my golden vicary privet in a past issue
of our Newsletter. At that time I had great hopes that this
plant, which adds so much sparkle to my otherwise dark
garden, would reward me by keeping its leaves all winter,
and be part of my winter bouquets. Alas, winter took its toll
and not only did my plant lose its leaves but the extreme
winter weather killed most of the top of both shrubs to the
lowest branches. It was a devastating winter for many
plants. I am pleased to report that following a thorough
pruning in the spring, these plants have bounced back and
recovered to their full height of last fall. The leaves are now
turning golden and leathery, and as of November 28, are at
least giving me autumn interest in my garden. I’m hoping
for a kinder, gentler winter this year. ¤

����� ������	�
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The date for pickup of the 2005 tissue culture plants is April 9 at 2:30 p.m. The place is St. Andrew’s Centre, 6955 Bayers
Road, Halifax.

This year volunteers should arrive at 12:30 p.m. For more information contact Audrey Fralicat alfralic@excite.com.

ARS Annual Conference in Victoria
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MAY 2005 ADVANCE PLANT SALE FOR MEMBERS
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