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ARHS supports and promotes the development and exchange of expertise and material relating to the creation and maintenance of
year-round garden landscapes featuring rhododendrons and other plants.
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Membership

Atlantic Rhododendron & Horticultural Society.

Membership renewals are now dueThe current membership period is September 12 262August 31, 2023. The
membership fee is $30.00. For benefits and to doaechh membership form see ARHS websitew.atlanticrhodo.org

American Rhododendron Society: ARHS is a chapter in District 12 of the Americanddbdendron Society.
Combined ARHS and ARS membership cost is $84.0&dian.

Cheques, made payable to Atlantic Rhododendron &it¢idtural Society, should be sentdin Sharpe, 6231 Watt St,
Halifax , NS B3H 2B9. Payment may be made by eansfer to atlanticrhodo@gmail.com

Please include namaddress with postal code, e-mail address and tefephumber, for organizational purposes only.

The Society is working on an on-line payment systatndetails will be available on the Website white new system is
ready.

AtlanticRhodo is the Newsletter of the Atlantic Rhododendron &rtitultural Society. We welcome your comments, gasgions
articles, photos and other material for publicati®and all material to the editor.

Editor: Dennis Stuebing

) ) dennis.stuebing@hotmail.com
Published four times a year. February, May, Auginst November

Cover Photo Acer palmatum ‘Ryu Sei'. [Photo Bob Howard]
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Meetings are normally held in the Nova Scotia Muséuditorium.Nova Scotia Museum of Natural
History, 1747 Summer St. Halifax, Nova Scotia Canad

e Meeting notices will include a sign-up form foiode who wish to attend in person. Space will bétdiddue
to social distancing requirements as posted byi®tidalth at the time. The ARHS will continue tdesfour
programming by Zoom for those who cannot attengeirson. Details and link will be sent to members.

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 7:30 PM Members Photo'Gardens, and Garden ToursChoose the six best photos
from this year’s blossoms, your garden, odgas you have visited. We must
limit the number of photos from each persoaltow for all to contribute

Tuesday, January 3, 2023 at 7:30 pm  Programs of the American Rhododendron Society (ARS)
This meeting will start with one of the lasepentations prepared by Harold
Greer, “Rhododendron Foliage to Delight: ArestReason to Enjoy
Rhododendrons”, which was presented at the RB& Convention. It will
continue with a Zoom discussion with repreagwms of the ARS their
activities and programs and end with a presdimt on the joint 2023
Convention with the Azalea Society of Amerit@gorgia with Azaleas on My
Mind” in Atlanta, Georgia from April 19-23.

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 7:30 pm Jenny SandisoGarden Designer and ARHS Member “New Trends in
English Gardening” Last summer, garden designer Jenny Sandison returne
to the gardens of Britain and visited the nBayal Horticultural Society
“Bridgewater” in northern England. She willpm@t on the new trends in
garden design from Bridgewater and other Bhgljardens.

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at 7:30 pm Sam Hoadley, Manager of Horticultural Research, Mt.Cuba Center
“Wild Hydrangea for the Mid-Atlantic Region”
After a five-year trial learn whicllydrangeareceived top marks from a
garden perspective and which species andvatdtitallied the most pollinator
visits. Included will be tips for successfultivation and care of wild
hydrangea in your home landscape

Tuesday, April 4. 2023 at 7:30 pm Freeman Patterson, Landscape Photographer: “Les Deu Jardins de
Claude Monet/ The Two Gardens of Claude MonetClaude Monet worked
and succeeded spectacularly in two artistidiane- gardening and painting.
For him, the two were deeply entwined. Freémamages from both early
spring and late summer reveal how Monet's baggden and water garden are
clear expressions of his personal and artigbevth.

Tuesday, May 2, 2023 at 7:30 pm Member-to-Member Plant Sale Come to talk and purchase plants from our
members in our always-popular plant sale.

ARHS Garden Tour Early June 2023We are still planning our garden tour for Juneydfi want
to open your garden to ARHS members or hasugggestion for gardens on
this year's tour please contact ARHS at aitainbdo@gmail.com.

Thank you for avoiding the use of perfumes and scéad products when you come to ARHS events.

Membership Renewals and Welcome to our New Members!

Rebecca Lancaster

We want to remind everyone who has yet to do soem@w your membership as soon as possible, addteothan31
December! The funds we raise through membership fees, mialssible for us to pay guest speakers and atbpects
of our annual programming. Thanks for your onga@uagport.

We also would like to extend a warm welcome to meswnbers:

Scott Croucher (Lakeside) Quincy Russell (Halifax)
Alyce Holt (Oakfield) Sarah Wells
Eric Luiker (Fredericton, NB) Junseng Zhang (Halifax)
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President’s Report from the ARHS Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Held on November |, 2022 at the NS Museum of Natural History and via Zoom

Jim Sharpe

Even with the continuing COVID-19 restrictions, 2622 was another successful year for the Atlantiodddendron and
Horticultural Society (ARHS). The use of computenferencing with Zoom has greatly increased ttegggphic reach of
our society, with many members from throughout Atkantic Provinces and even further, participatingour monthly
meetings. In the November and December we haddyheetings with some members attending at the NSedm of
Natural History (NS Museum), while in the winter ntbs with the renewed meeting restrictions, we angt by Zoom.
Thank you to Rebecca Lancaster, Vice-Presidenproviding the Zoom account and technical suppmroir meetings.

Last Fall | had the privilege of awarding the Arsari Rhododendron Society (ARS) Bronze Medal to ¢ivour members,
Sharon Bryson and John Brett. Sharon has made@ortant contribution to the promotion of rhodogAittantic Canada by
coordinating our Seed Exchange for the last twgatys. John was President of ARHS for over fiveey@nd was instrumental
in bringing the 2021 ARS Convention to Nova Scofihank you Sharon and John for all your contringito ARHS.

We had two garden tours last year, in Septembet 2@visited three gardens in Prospect, BoutiliBdint, and Rose Bay,
while in June 2022 we visited four gardens in tlafl River and Oakfield areas north of Halifax. Tkayou to all who
opened their gardens to ARHS members and to LyrimRad Carol Morrison for organizing these visits.

We also had a very successful Seed Exchange, dezemt Members Plant Sale, and Member-to-Membeeisegm Plant
Sale last year. Thank you again to Sharon Brysomifganizing the Seed Exchange. Our Seed ExcHaagenany rhodo
breeders and propagators from throughout North Araemd beyond, sending-in and ordering seeds. tltily amazing to
see the impact of our work through ARHS. DennisuSe and his committee, Jane Rostek and CathedwedD-Abbass,
expanded the Members Plant Sale from local prositteinclude heaths and heathers from B.C. Théorkall your work

and for the funds raised for the ARHS.

Dennis Stuebing volunteered to be the editor ofrmwsletter, the AtlanticRhodo. He started with Wieter issue, after a
very successful fall issue edited by Jean HensbBalhnis has expanded the number of issues to fuygar with a new
August issue. With the increased cost of printiwg,are evaluating whether to continue printing ésswas the costs work
out to almost $20 per copy, far more than we cofiemn members.

We continue to provide scholarships to studentswim horticultural programs, the Horticultural Tecthogy Program at
Kingstec (NSCC) and the Landscape Architecture Rmagat Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture (Truro Carap

With continued strong membership revenue and thegads from the Seed Exchange and Plant Sale, ARH®& healthy
surplus this year. In part this was also due tdangmvin travel costs for our external speakers rielode Rothschild on
“Exbury Gardens,” Kate Kerin on “Innisfree in NY &,” Panayoti Kelaidis onEficaceaePlants of Tibet” and Glen
Jamieson on the “Smaller Hardighododendrori$ who presented using Zoom. We have a very hedidmk balance to
continue our work of promotinBhododendronm Atlantic Canada.

A highlight of the year for me was attending the é&kivan Rhododendron Society Convention in Vancousshington in
May. With a two-day pre-convention tour to gardém3dVashington State (including Heronswood, BloeRekerve and
Rhododendron Species Foundation), a three-day@as¢ention tour to the Willamette Valley and Oredowast, and the
daily tours during the Convention, | visited 24 dmgms and nurseries, truly a horticulturalist deligfhe highlight was
meeting fellowRhododendromnthusiasts from across North America. | sugdegtwe should plan to send a full delegation
to the 2023 Joint-ARS Convention with the Azalegi&y of America in Atlanta, Georgia from April 228, 2023.

The biggest problem this year has been lack ofmtedrs for important positions with ARHS. Thislimes the position of
Treasurer, which | have filled and Membership Coatr, which our Vice-President, Rebecca Lancastetinues to coordinate.
We hope to contract a bookkeeper next year to ithek@&reasurer position less onerous and to usattanticRhodo.org website
for our membership system. We look forward to welitw the new members on the Board of Directorghiemext year.

Overall, the Atlantic Rhododendron and HorticultuGociety is thriving, with good attendance at niiyitmeetings,
engaging speakers, great plant sales, and wondgfden visits. | look forward to working with tB®ard and members
for a great year promotirighododendrosin Atlantic Canada.o

Nominations for the 2022-23 Board of ARHS:

Jim Sharpe Dennis Stuebing
Rebecca Lancaster Carol Morrison
Nancy Lewis Lynn Rotin Lynn Brooks
Dennis Crouse Jane Rostek
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A Word from the Editor - In this Issue
Dennis L. Stuebing, PhD

y | am writing this introduction to Volume 46, Issué of the
4 AtlanticRhodo on 20 November 2023 while a heavynkéd of snow
' falls outside. The Annapolis Valley has been spangdill now of any
i significant onset of, the ‘season-that-shall-notbened’. But, | guess

there’s no denying we’ve now crossed into, thaticdbrk time of year,
§ despite my ongoing protests.

ike many of you, | have been preparing my gardares the past few
weeks. One of my favourite annual tasks is gatheleaves to be used
. as mulch. Admittedly, | begin raking far too eaNye are blessed with
! multiple red maplesAcer rubrum that all seem to be on their own
schedule. | don’t want to lose, what | considerb® the valuable
resource they provide, so | make sure to get owtnwthe first tree
finishes dropping all of its leaves. My partner suske lawnmower to
partly shred them. | then pack them into a chickeine framed
enclosure (see photo). As additional leaves falack them on top,
' even if they don't get shredded. Periodically, thybbout the ‘season-
_ that-shall-not be-named’, | drive my spading fonkoi the pile to help
' moisture and air penetrate the pile. In the spiiirgid a healthy layer to
x our gardens along with compost or manure. Toppmgaur raised
egetable beds in this way is particularly helpfuloffset the settling
hat occurs.

i Gathering leaves and using them in the garden dsnme of my
childhood. | grew up in Kitchener, Ontario, and mgighbourhood was
n interesting mix of people. It included folks whad escaped the
: i Holocaust, some who had been persecuted, othersuwete part of the

Pk A St N 7% status quo but affected nonetheless because thacismpf armed
Leaves in chicken wire. conflict and genocide are pervasive. My next-doeighbours, the
Bergs, used to welcome the bounty we’d share floenntassive maple

trees in our backyard. My dad was eager to getfrithe leaves, as he wasn't interested in compgsfihe Bergs on the
other hand had a huge vegetable garden that thieg m and used the leaves to help build the soganically. Perhaps
their experiences of deprivation gave them an aggtion for free resources that cannot be put wdods. Nonetheless,
the memory of raking leaves down the small hilvesgn our yards and piling them onto the garden saimenind every

autumn as | do my annual raking.

I've also been busy with other garden tasks anck fedipof you have been collecting seeds for thauah8eed Exchange as
well as paying your annual ARHS membership feefarination about both of those annual milestoneéadkided in this
issue, thanks to Sharon Bryson and Rebecca Lancestpectively. You will also find a great aréidby Joe Harvey on
Lapagera, the Chilean Bellflower and its ability to surgion Vancouver Island. Jim Sharpe, ARHS Presidemigram
Director, and interim Treasurer has provided hissRient’'s Report as well as an overview of whagxpect in the 2023
ARHS program. Bob Howard has written an article ideas for the fall garden, Anita Jackson has surizeh her
experience in Pennsylvania on the Atlantic Assamiabf Landscape Designers tour, and Ruth Jackssnphovided our
members with a possible new source for native plafinally, in order to encourage our members totrdaute to the
AtlanticRhodo (yes, that’s you dear reader), I'vétte@n a short guide on how to write an article thoe newsletter.

ARHS is made up of gardeners with diverse interasi$ unique perspectives. The newsletter as amsirn of the
Society supports and promotes the development eetibage of expertise relating to the creation aathtenance of year-
round garden landscapes featuring rhododendronsthaed plants. | encourage you to be part of tkahange of expertise.

If you would like further encouragement or help eleping an idea, don't hesitate to contact me at
dennis.stuebing@hotmail.com ©
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Some ldeas for the Fall Garden
Bob Howard

- pus oo A ak o

Rhododendron brachycarpupnostrate form &R. orbiculare x Dwarf conifers with fall foliage & ornamental grass
brachycarpum .

Spring bursts forth with garden energy, planningd alanting. Witness the massive arrival of spiimgt pop—up garden
centres in grocery store parking lots. By fall,dgarers seem to be ready to lay down the trowslaltmore reflective time.
I find myself looking out the window more often amdndering around in the garden, moving more slpwdgking at
plants and plant groupings.

In the fall, | have three planting themes in miRist, is evergreens specificalgododendronsind dwarf conifers. Second,
since nature does a pretty good job all by hertelant to use natives and to garden within thealy established context.
Third, I'm always looking for something fresh anditle surprising. In this article, | feature sommery late blooming
perennialsAster‘Little Carlow’ and ChrysanthemurtSheffield Pink'.

The evergreens are essential to my fall (and wirgarden because they are green when all the dacdolants are mere
sticks. Evergreens are the context and confidehdleeofall garden. To illustrate this feeling, I'Wecluded a photo of two
rhododendrongR. brachycarpunprostate form an&. obicularex brachycarpun with red maple leaves scattered about.
There’s also a photo of several nearby dwarf cosifand a youn®. ‘Ginny Gee’) with red maple andiburnum plicatum
var. tomentosunMaresii’ foliage in the background.

The second theme is the natural setting. Takindethe from nature, we can use several nativesdoden effect in the fall.
Red mapleAcer rubrun) is a native shade tree, grows quickly, has vibcatour, and tolerates urban conditions well. For
a smaller tree, or large shrub, servicebeAmélanchier canadengibas red, orange, and/or yellow fall foliage, whstar-
like spring flowers, and red-purple fruits in easlymmer. It's easy to grow.

TRk

Red Maple. Amelanchier by the pond.
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We have many beautiful shrubs for fall colour ine th
<% Maritimes. In the fields near my home in the Anr&po
Valley, Canada hollyllex verticillata) forms massive drifts of
large shrubs festooned with innumerable, brillieed berries

& at this time of year. Blueberrie¥gcciniumspp.), wild raisin

¢ (Viburnum  cassinoidgs black chokeberry Aronia

¢ melanocarpa,and specifically more compact varieties like
5 '‘Autumn Magic’ and ‘lroquois Beauty’), as well as Inkberry
(llex glabra—again look for compact varieties like ‘Nova
Scotia’ or ‘Shamrock’), are handsome native shifobgarden
use. Here’s a link to information about native plgardening
and some nurseries in Nova Scotia with the plahtgp://
., nswildflora.ca/links/naturalization/

Canada Holly

My third theme is to bring something inventive antittle surprising to the garden. “Inventive” dasst necessarily mean:
“never seen before”. In my case, both plants | wantecommend are old, but newly discovered by Awter ‘Little
Carlow” was introduced in the 1930’s in England aadeived the Royal Horticulture Society Award oél in 1993. A
cross between the New England aster Astdr cordifolius ‘Little Carlow’ is much healthier for me than ethfall asters.
The long-blooming abundant flowers are light viddie, 1" — 1 %" wide, appearing in September axigreding into late
October on plants that are 3'-4’ tall. They stayigipt if they can lean on their neighbors; theyfforward if at the front of
a border, an effect | wholly endorse. My photowba with the purple foliage dflydrangea’Blue Billow' and H. ‘Tiara’,
and the yellow leaves @orylopsis spicata.

Chrysanthemunsheffield Pink’ was introduced by Fred McGourty ldfllside Nursery, in Norfolk, Connecticut, or some
say ‘“re-introduced”. This plant was given to me ray friend, Lorraine Beswick, whose splendid garderiilled with
treasures. She in turn received it from a friendwalad bought it in the 1970’s from a nursery in Basy Ontario. The
flowers are about 3” wide, salmon pink, with a gellcentral disk and green eye, on plants 18” Tdle plant is healthy,
hardy, and flowers very late, from October into Nmber. Easy to divide and propagate, my one plastbdecome a big
drift in a few years’ time. Planted at the Posti€fin Annapolis Royal, it surprises and charms ynaassers-by. In part, |
think, not only because it is beautiful, but alszéuse it appears so late, and provokes freshinigibout our gardens in
the fall. &

Aster‘Little Carlow’ with Corylopsis& Hydrangea
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2023 ARHS Seed Exchange

Sharon Bryson, Seed Exchange Chair
Welcome to the 2023 Seed Exchange for the AtldRiticdodendron & Horticultural Society.

The electronic approach to the Seed Exchange seemsrk very well. The seed list and order formlvgd out to all
members with email addresses as in previous years.

The Seed List will be posted on the Internet (lim@duded below) and will have a full complementiaks to many images
and information to help in your decision-making.€Tdnline version will have periodic updates on de¢availability, so

that version is best to check as time goes ont Viseé Willow Garden website and follow the link 2023 ARHS Seed
Exchange. The link will be activated sometime inuky 2023. A link to the list will be included dhe ARHS website
usually found in the Sales section under News andram.

The Willow Garden website can be found at: httppiwwillowgarden.net/
The ARHS website can be found at: http://atlanticidorg/

Electronic payment optionwill again be welcomed for this years’ ExchanghisTwould be either an e-transfer or via
PayPal. This is especially helpful for those outhaf country.

I will accept email orders for this years’ Exchangigh an electronic payment. | would request yowaiérthe completed
Order Form as an attachment. Try to avoid takinmcture if possible. | shall endeavor to make théne form fillable.
The email address to use for both is sbryson@ngatjon.ca. Sending a cheque or money order anplaper Order Form
is still an option.

The Seed Exchange had a modest price increasesiave §go, which did not seem to adversely affestering.
Strong support of the Seed Exchange has been hépfthe Society. The cost for shipping will iease to $4.00This
will hopefully cover increased postal and printowsts.

Our thanks go out to the faithful contributors whave made this Exchange possible. The overall sacokour Seed
Exchange depends upon seed contributions by oureiesmso please make a “mental note” to save sotmaeesting seeds
for next years’ Exchange. There is always an isteie the Companion Plant section as well as thaleszand
Rhododendro sections. Success also depends upon members pimgiseed. Many interesting plants can be addedito
gardens by simply growing a few seeds.

There are many interesting species Rhododendrdfesjng the chance to grow species that would notmally be
available. They might also require some degreéhofifework”. The assortment of hand pollinated rhaamilon hybrids is
extensive and interesting. The keen hybridizerehmen busy as “Bees”.

Our 2023 list may have several seed lots “recycledin the 2022 list. Final analysis will be doneosolt is always a
challenge to handle those “pesky” leftovers.

The deadline for submitting members-only ordeiSab. 28, 2023 Please remember that the seeds go out on &c¢tirse,
first-served” basis dependent on seed quantity. y@et orders in early and you have a very good chauf getting
everything on your list. It is VERY helpful to lisiecond choices on the order form. If none aredist do make a small
“editorial decision”!

In an effort to encourage people to try growing &taendrons and Azaleas from seed we are offeriiBEE package of
seed to anyone interested, whether or not you aadgrother seeds. These will be noted in the sesedPlease send the
order form and $4.00 to cover postage in your preteway. If you need further planting instructiopkease ask.

The Seed Exchange will be open to “the world agdamafter the Feb.28 members-only deadline andimoeatuntil April
30, 2023. Members can, of course, order at any timeo the April 30 deadline. Feel free to share likt with other
gardeners who might not be members of the ARHSal garden clubs might find the offerings of intéré¥e have had
orders from many places in the world over the st years.

Stories of your past successes and/or failures wébd growing are most interesting and welcome. rGemts or

suggestions regarding the Seed Exchange are alsoumged. You can send a note with your order omilem
sbryson@ns.sympatico.ca =
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Atlantic Association of Landscape Designers (AALD)
Tour of Gardens in Pennsylvania on the Theme of Naturalistic Planting Design
Anita Jackson, CLD

In mid-October, a group of 12 AALD members and gaets visited a series of gardens in the Philadelprea of
Pennsylvania. Our liaisons for the trip were Jafibco, Director of Grounds and Coordinator of Hoiture for the Scott
Arboretum of Swarthmore College and Joe Henderdortjculturalist at Chanticleer Garden. They helded Sharpe, our
leader and tour organizer, to arrange the toutsvésid on-site experts to meet and guide us a®euséd on the theme of
Naturalistic Planting design.

We stayed in the beautiful village of Swarthmorealied next to the Scott Arboretum at Swarthmorde@el The campus
and Scott Arboretum aims to delight, educate, asdire visitors to enjoy the many benefits of hautiure. Established in
1929 with a generous gift from Edith Wilder Scalie Arboretum displays over 3000 kinds of treesulss, and vines, as
well as perennials, annuals, and tropical plantpgcialty gardens and collections integrated thighcollege buildings.

l-.- o e g O l"
Roundabout Perennials

Left: Image of gravel gardens at traffic Roundakemd neighbouring sidewalks. Right: Image of PlagfRecipe with
5% Structural plants, 35% companion plants, 50%imguiccover and 10 % fillers.

Jeff started our tour at the roundabout area witletailed look at traffic islands planted in gratiedt were inspired by the
mixed perennial plantings of Cassian Schmidt antirgeJaugstetter, the dynamic plantsman and lapdsarchitect team
from Germany. We then continued onto the campusirgte to look at the elegantly designed new Dinirajl Fdnd
Community Commons building, the organically managese garden, and the Ecoregion gardens aroundbiShihagjl. Of
particular interest to us Maritimers was the Cda3kain-Hardwood Swamp planted witlyssa sylvaticaAcer rubrum llex
verticilliata, Vaccinium ComptoniaandMyricas

Y = s ; ¢>é§ A

Coastal Plain- Hardwood Swamp plantihg by Singell Hiad example of interpretive signage explaininge @f the five the
Ecoregion plantings.

Other areas of interest were the amphitheatre degdifpy Thomas Sears in the 1930’s, the biostreaegngroofs, lawn
alternatives, porous pavement, and the collectfdvable trees.
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The Webb Farmhouse located at the far end of th&c88& managed at
Longwood Gardens.

At Longwood Gardens, the famous show garden of0bPont’s, we started our visit with the delightfubrticultural
display gardens. It is one of the largest and msted botanic gardens in the US. There waShaysanthemunshow,
bonsai display, the newly renovated Orchid Housegehtrain garden/landscape, and a fountain shomusic, but our
main destination was the 86 acres of managed MeadeavJohnson, in charge of Landscape Stewardsitifeaology at
Longwood and Kristie Anderson, horticulturalist ¢ime ground, met us to answer questions about tlodutesn of
management techniques. A key concept is that fadmes to be sustainable they must have regulanrtestce to stop
woody species from taking over. Management teclesqanged from hand pulling invasive Stilt grassnmg biomass to
the ground every 3 years, varying mowing regimad,iategrated pest management to control invasaeds.

The Mt. Cuba Center is a botanic garden that higitdi the beauty and value of native plants withitiention to inspire
conservation. Once the private estate of PamelaLantbtt du Pont Copeland, the garden is now opeheagublic and
spans more than 1000 acres. It features gardewagshthrough formal and informal gardens as welineadows, ponds,
stunning vistas, and scenic trails throughout i®alands.

Mt. Cuba is recognized as a leader in native plestarch and open space preservation. Mt. Cub&bkG@arden, managed
by Sam Hoadley, evaluates native plants and te&ited cultivars for their horticultural and ecatmg value. Trials run for
a period of 3 years for perennials and 5 yearshioubs. Data is available online t6chinacea, Helenium, Phlox, Monarda,
Baptisia, Coreopsis, Heucheead aster trials.

Block plantings of superb quality native plants evdocated at the entrance garden. Of particul@rést are the Heath,
Aster ‘Snowflake’, and Goldenrod ‘Golden Fleece'.

HEE

Left: Block plantings of superb horticultural andoéogical plants at the entrance to the Visitoren€&r at Mt. Cuba Center. Right:
Solidago Golden Fleece’
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A , Hort rdens at
North Creek Nursery.

We were met at North Creek Nursery by Carrie Wilktarketing), Tim McGinty, (General Manager), antd&n Pontasch
(Gardener). Our entire group was very impressedh Wieir operation. Many of the plants we saw at Muba and
Swarthmore are in production at North Creek Nurs@tye management team here has worked diligentlgctpuire
Systems Approach to Nursery Certification (SANQ). the show garden we discussed lavenders “Sensatiah
"Phenomenal’, antleucheras Guacamole’ and "Magma’. We sa@ermander Pride of Georgia’ used as a border plant.
There was a menu @arexincludingpensylvanicdStraw Hat’ andCarex woodii Salviasincluded "May Night Improved’
as well as “Snow Hill' and "Caradonna’. They gréium “millennium’ and many more. There was great irgeie the
ability of the North Creek staff to organize shippito Atlantic Canada.

At Chanticleer we were met by Joe Henderson, thécliturist responsible for the Asian Woods, BeNWood, as well as

the ponds and streams. Chanticleer is called th& nomantic, imaginative, and exciting public gardn America. The

garden is a study of textures and forms, wheradelitranscends flowers. The gardeners lead thigndasd even the

drinking fountains are sculptural. It s a garderplgfasure and learning, relaxing yet filled witlead to take home. Joe
Henderson led us through the ‘cook’s tour’. Weteisithe main feature areas, had lunch in the gmeesghand an insider’s
look at the carpentry and metal shops, and a vimatlugh the Rosengarten house.

At Chanticleer they strive to reduce their envir@mtal impact. They reuse, recycle, and composar$@nels reduce 20%
of electricity consumption. Cisterns spread ovej0800 gallons of rainwater for irrigation. Basiredease storm water.
Meadows, sedges, ferns, and other lawn alternatiyglsice turf in some areas, and they are elinmgativasive weeds.
The new paths have been surfaced with “porous pawe’'discussed the use of bio char and Finesse @dHAmendment

around beds with mature trees, and the use of (Eid®’ to loosen soil around trees where foot talffas caused soil
compaction.

a - o 41
Left: A view across the Pond Garden. Middle: Caméas arou
gravel garden
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The garden has evolved greatly since opening ir81B@t the estate’s impressive trees and lawnsretilain. There are

seven horticulturalists, each responsible for thgigh, planting, and maintenance of individual aré#sa Roper gave us a
tour of her area of responsibility, the Gravel Gard Lisa is also an expert photographer. Hundoddsees have been
planted. Furniture is made from wood cut on thepprty. It is truly an immersive experience andetight for gardeners

and designers alike. A must see!

Brandywine Cottage is the home and garden of D&uig. David, author of two books, The Layered Garaled his latest A
Year At Brandywine Cottagenet us to share his meadow garden clothed ineshafdrusset and maroddumac, Amsonia,
Aster oblongifolius “Bluebird’ and a purplePenstemonmade up some of the composition. David, winnernany
horticultural awards, has thousand$efieboresand a collection of 200 cultivars of snowdropse Harden situated in a bowl
shape, surrounds the lovingly maintained histodmé of David, his partner Michael Alderfer and thénglish bulldog.
Every view in the garden is choreographed with tptertures and forms arranged in interesting aeerants with found
objects. It is a treat for the senses. David daesithly webinar on his garden available throughd&a Design magazine.

At Donald Pell’s garden, “nature is bigger thaanm”. A native to the area of Pennsylvania we &asithe garden surrounds
his landscape design office and acts as his phatfor experimentation and testing of various grasssd forbs. He also
grows plants for his installations that are notilyaavailable in the trade. Donald, a true plarasmcarefully studies and
applies the concept ‘right plant, plant place’.| p#nts located near the grass paths incMiésanthus giganteaonald
pays close attention to what plants are sterilévauis versus those that spread through seed. Wgi#kong the paths we saw
Pycanthemum muticyrAllium ‘Purple Sensation’ in blockgllium ‘Millennium’, ‘Summer Beauty’ and ‘Pink Planet’ avious

Naturalistic planting beds in random arrangemetdaskéd by
mown paths at Donald Pell’s office and show gardens
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~ ==~ _~ _~\ernonias, Sesleria autumnalis, Moliffaansparent’ Salix
—— _— _— alba 'Britzensis’ and more. Earlier plantings were in a
blocked pattern; later plantings were arranged ianalom
i "Fstyle. He commented that, “the gardener needs tthde
designer over time”. He uses no fertilizer in hedms
plantings, in order to keep the soil lean and redueeds.
Gardeners cut the plantings down with hedge trireméth
"' | long handles. A long-handled, Dutch, push- pull froen
|+ Dewit tools was being used by the gardeners wrélavare
touring the beds.

M - An establishment technique that involved a bottdowp
y was used to turn a farm field into a naturalisti@nting
\\ at the depth of 18 inches, which was intended tonote
B the rot of the existing weed seeds, rhizomes, ssoind
%w < roots in the soil. Donald discussed the concephotel

Tou‘r-.arti;;—tf-roh left to rig?:“l_-lel_en S-r;éfr—)ré F-{-a.lph" Jimplant communities’, which  arenew, ecological
Sharpe, Jane Plant, Kelly Grant, Nancy Wood (irkpaRuth Jackson,Communltles of plants that are eithelesigned by

Peggy Wright, Marion Bryson (in back), Anita Jamks Jane Rostelbumans ant_j/or created.by human d|stl_erance a_md.tellm
and Ellen Ruddick. change. His compost is prepared using the biodigam

method of Rudolf Steine@

Native Plants and Possible New Source for Perennials
Ruth Jackson

During the Atlantic Association of Landscapers [@esirs (AALD) tour, we had the pleasure of visitidfy Cuba botanic
gardens that specializes in native plants for mild#ic region of North America. The gardens arecald leader in native
plant research. Mt. Cuba Center has produced a @upflresearch reports on their trialsasters, coreopsis, echinacea,
helenium, phloxand wildhydrangeathat are available on line and listed below. Tbay also be located from your browser
by typing, for example, Mt. Cuba Center researdbxh

https://issuu.com/mtcuba/docs/mtcuba-phlox-report
https://issuu.com/mtcuba/docs/mtcuba-helenium-tepor
https://issuu.com/mtcuba/docs/mtcuba-echinaceaattéhtic-region
https://issuu.com/mtcuba/docs/mtcuba-coreopsisrtapeb_version
https://issuu.com/mtcuba/docs/21050-hydrangea_rese@port-final2
https://issuu.com/mtcuba/docs/mtcedosters_for_mid-atlantic

A number of the plants Mt. Cuba Center trialedradticed or has highly recommended, are availabl® florth Creek
Nursery. It is a wholesale only company. During wisit to North Creek Nursery they expressed wiliess to ship to us.
The ARHS plant committee is working with one ofithepresentatives to acquire plants. More inforarawill follow,
when the ordering system is resolved.

Their plant material is sold in plugs. The plugs starter plants in flats with between 32 and & The number depends
on whether the plants have deep or wide robige to the number of plants in a tray, it is neagsto choose a few

exceptional plants. This also means individual§vgive to order multiple plants, a minimum ordéperhaps 5 plants per

flower type will be required. Fortunately, the tokthe individual plants will be low.

Near the visitor center at Mt. Cuba, two plantsevier bloom that the AALD group was particularly irepsed with, an
aster and a goldenrod.

Aster ericodesSnow Flurry’ is described as a new look for astend forms a low dense carpeting ground cover.

Solidago sphacelat&olden Fleece’ is a fantastic introduction fromt.Muba. It is also an excellent ground cover and a
bee magnet.
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Aster ericodesSnow Flurry’

Phlox paniculatdJeana’ was the best performer in the phlox triglsu can read about it in the report linked abdves 5’
tall, mildew resistant, flowers from mid July togember in its Delaware home. It attracted moreehilies than any other

phlox in the trial.

Amsonia tubernaemontan8lue Ice’ is a compact plant with long bloomingu& blue flowers and bright yellow fall
foliage. Amsoniawas a showy component of the sunny garden bedgsawealuring the AALD tour

Viola waiter‘Silver Gem'’ is new from Mt. Cuba and is the losgblooming perennial at North Creek Nursery. k i®ugh
native ground cover with a tidy mat of silver fg&a

'

Phlox paniculatdJeana’ Amsonia tubernaemontanBlue Ice’ Viola waiter‘Silver Gem'’
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Iris versicolor‘Purple Flame’ is new from Mt Cuba and describedashowstopper’. The aubergine coloured leaves
emerge in early spring and gradually turn greealsid produced abundant flowers.

Iris versicolor‘Purple Flame’

North Creek Nursery’s website with detailed dedaips of the plantss located at: www.northcreeknursey.com

Joe’s Jottings #18
Lapageria, Chilean Bellflower — Definitely Hardy in Victoria, BC, Canada

Joe Harvey (Photo credits- Sue Lee)

Only a couple of years ago | wrote abbapagerig the beautiful national flower of Chile, wherddtan evergreen vine in
the rainforest zone. Since then the brutal frodtittoria in 2021-22 severely tested my optimismhere is an update plus
a fleshing-out of Eva’s story, the woman who appéarhave planted the first succesdfapageriaoutdoors in Victoria.
Eva’s story is extra-ordinary.

Lapageria — Hardiness

By late 2021 there were a number of enthusiastsviggp and bloomingLapageria outdoors in Victoria. Specimens
survived the occasional frost that Victoria’'s weatlthrew at them. Many plants start blooming in fak and continue
through the winter, an occasional frost browningroflowers with developing ones replacing themwa feeeks later. All
was well.

Winter 2021-22

But the winter of 2021-22 was different. | live the mild suburb of Oak Bay a few blocks from thestoand my
(unofficial) thermometer recorded continuous frisetm Boxing Day, 26 December 2021, to New Year'syDh January
2022 including one night that reached at least &1, this in a garden with a dense cover of oastre

The length and depth of this frost was felt actbesregion and by spring the above grolwagiageriavines were lifeless.
There was one exception to this: a garden on asatele rocky outcrop (hence no cold air to draio it)t, with a dense tree
cover and a solid wooden deer fence. The plantaistgae fence survived.

Relief for the rest of us came May to July when nadghe ‘dead’ plants put out shoots from the bdases emphasises the
importance of the dense root-mass that acts a®dtldestorage organ and from which fresh shootsugpiiche planting hole
should be deep with added humus such as peatnlealfl or mulch. Do not add lime, they like a nelutoaslightly acidic
soil. | like to plant specimens not only deeply blso in a hollow in the soil and then scatteraomandful of peat or leaf
mould every year to mimic the accumulation in idive rainforest.
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The site in your garden where you plant your speais equally important. In the wild, seeds gern@ria shade then the
vine grows into light, where it flowers. Mimic thily/ planting against a north or east-facing fencevall. The shade allows
the leaves to develop from their thin and delid&ginning into their thick mature state in whickytttan last ten years or
more. Hot sun exposure shrivels the young leaves/sinl southern exposures.

The West Coast of Vancouver Island

Victoria on southeast Vancouver Island is in a rairmdow with a temperate summer-dry climate so ikgegour
Lapageriawatered is important and helps match the rainfaese of Chile. Contrasting with Victoria is thee®l Coast,
which is an actual temperate rainforest. In faetjokingly (I think) call it the ‘Wet Coast’. Hendée likelihood is that
Lapageriawill thrive in locations from Port Renfrew to Uéht, Tofino, and beyond. It will still need to bé&apted in the
shade and to grow into sun but should be fine nitlwatering in all but the initial planting and ttae dry period.

By good fortune Tofino has a small plant nursergt ahop run by Trina who has agreed to trabageriaoutdoors. If you
are in Tofino visit her at OCIGarden CentreTibbs Place, tell her Joe sent you, she is véendly.

Eva’s Story

| owe the following information to Carol and hershand who bought a bungalow in Saanich in 1998thétfront of the
house, in dry soil under the eaves was a smalleotgl, evergreen that Carol had a suspicion asowghe kept watering it
until it flowered at which point | got a phone cally reply has gone into local legend.

The conversation went something like, “Joe, | hte climbing plant with evergreen leaves and ag/dmanging white
flower. Could it be d apageri&?”

Now, | am an authority who really knows what is whso | had no hesitation in replying, “It couldtrmossibly be a
Lapageriafor two reasons: first they have pink flowers, mdtite, and second they are not hardy outdoorsér polite,
Carol thanked me and phoned Cookie in Vancouver mdgtoonly confirmed that she had.apageriabut the rare white
form.

| have never lived down that event but it has redutieover 25 years of fascinating gardening. Carplant appears to be
the first recorded outdodrapageriaon Vancouver Island; | call it the index plant.eTthowers are pure white with no trace
of pink, which would make it the cultivar ‘Ligtrom‘'White Cloud’) originally from the collection aEl Vergel, the
Agricultural Methodist Mission School in Chile thiaés a collection of wild forms. Eva would have tied plant from the
Berkeley Botanic Garden collection, which has tlkstlgrowing conditions and most cultivars in theAU8ut who was
Eva?
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Bo and Eva Nyquist were the previous owners andrhagded from the Stanford University region of Saari€isco where

Eva had been a translator, being fluent in sevEwbpean languages. Now, even in the 1980’s, mérg costs near
Stanford were ferocious and apparently severalf@tdmetirees had discovered Victoria, B.C. aseapant and less costly
location, so the Nyquists moved apparently arol#®B1 bringing with them hapageria

Eva was born in Poland to a Jewish family. Durihg 1930’s Hitler in adjacent Germany discovered thaming Jews
was the ideal tool to gain power and this attitweesshed over into adjacent Poland. Things got sothatlyoung Eva
decided to flee and discovered that Sweden foroat stme permitted refugees with the proviso thegyt had a Swedish
relative. Eva knew nobody in Sweden, but there wagay out - marry someone. Such marriages of caenee were
usually short-lived but Eva’s marriage to Bo lastedil Bo died in Victoria in the 1990’s.

When World War 2 ended, Europe was in a state vastation and Bo decided to emigrate to Braziluio a factory to
produce furniture for export to Europe (why Brazil?Brazil has wood). The factory was successfukts Brazilian
government decided to nationalise it, so the Nytguisoved to the USA where, as mentioned Eva woalsea translator.

What happened to the Index plant?

From the small initial plant there eventually deysd a large rootstock with several % inch (2cngnwiter stems
supporting a massive tangle reaching to the eavéslewering spectacularly in winters when the vireatwas propitious.
But by 2020 it was pruning time! Carol drasticatlyt the plant back to a neat framework of branettsched to the wall.

The pruning alone seems to have been a setbadkamdant was slow to regenerate, so the frosD@fl22 seems to have
hit it particularly hard; a few basal shoot emerdped dried off. There is still hope it will reviveut at least a couple of
rooted cuttings have been established in otheregarihcluding at the Thomas Hobbs Nursery in Vameowhere the
roots are planted in a greenhouse but the stenwussiele.

And finally, what do we know about Eva herself? Wéttle, she seems to have been not very sociatmdoffish, and
from evidence of blacked out windows at the sid¢hef bungalow, possibly paranoid. Given her histotgnd to forgive
that and concentrate on the pleasure she has umglgvgiven to many people. She deserves a plaamawf Victoria's
gardening pioneers. a
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Interested in Writing for AtlanticRhodo?
Here’s a guide to help you prepare your article.

Dennis L. Stuebing, Editor

Are you new to the Atlantic Rhododendron and Haitioral Society (ARHS) and interested in writing article for the
AtlanticRhodo? Or, perhaps you've been a membemnfany years and interested in sharing your insaghtt specific
plant, family of plants, or experience you've had/our garden. We welcome your contribution andehareated this brief
guide to assist you in your efforts. If you forgety of the points listed below, don’t worry wepllit things in order before
publishing. Please contact dennis.stuebing@hoiroail if you have any questions, or to submit yaticle.

TOPIC: You are welcome to write about Rhododendronsjgamnion plants or gardening more generally.
TITLE: Please usbold to indicate the title of your article and incluhe names of any authors below it.
LENGTH: You have freedom to write as much or as littlgas like, however on average, articles are usuaty?2

pages of text (250 — 500 words).

FONT: We welcome the use of Times New Roman, size 12.
SPACING: We welcome single spacing without indentationsiigle line can be used between new paragraphs.
PHOTOS: You are welcome to submit as many photos as yai but we recommend a limit of six per article

(depending on the topic). We publish in colour #énydto balance the number of photos in each issue
that it is visually appealing.

Please label each photo sequentially in refereacettere they belong in the article and with a brief
description, for example: “Rhododendron auriculatuovered in snow”. If you have a specific place in
the article where the photo should be located, seleadicate that in parenthesis i.e. (PHOTO 4 of
Rhododendron auriculaturmovered in snow HERE). Please don't embed youtgshaithin the text of
your article. Attach your photos to your email wheru submit your article. Alternatively, you caensl
your photos by webtransfer, dropbox, or other apfease let the editor know which you use and |dize|
transfer with your name.

OTHER: We endeavour to reflect Latin plant names ind&liwith the first word capitalized and the secamad
in lower case for exampleRhododendron auriculatumNamed varieties are labeled with inverted
guotation marks, such &hinacea purpuredVhite Swan’.

EDITS: We want our readers to enjoy your style of wgtinWe will make changes for correct grammar, synta
and spelling, as well as consistency in terms ubezlighout the article and as explained above. &her
may be a need to reduce the length of your atiateeffort will be made to ensure the main poimtsraot
affected in any editing. If any significant changerequired to the content of the article, the aditill
contact you.

If you have any questions, please contact dennebstg@hotmail.com. Have fun and get writing!o

18 AtlanticRhodo



R. ‘Scotian Breeze’ Autu

B Sl

mn colour. [Photo Bob Howard]
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Photo Album - A selection of photos from our araives.

Rhododendron praevernuiithoto Anitra Laycock] RhododendronWagtail’. [Photo Bob Howard]

_

R. ‘Blue Peter’. [Photo Sterling Levy]

R.'Janet Blair'. [Photo Sterling Levy]

20 AtlanticRhodo



