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» Calendar of Events

‘ ARHS meetings are held on the first Tuesday oftloath, from September to May, at 7:30 p.m. usually
N the Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History Auditan, 1747 Summer St., Halifax, unless otherwisedot
] ‘ } Paid parking is available in the Museum lot. Weomgte anyone sharing our interest in plants andegatd

May 14-19 ARS Spring Conference019, to be held in the Philadelphia area, Penaridv The convention
includes tours of some of the really outstandjagiens and arboretums to be found in the eas®f U

June 9 ARHS Annual Garden Tour. A tour of two private gardens, a magnificent diamd park with
rhododendrons, and a really unique garden centlesculpture garden, all in the Liverpool area. No
potluck supper will be held this year. A listrebtaurants in the area is included in the Mayrh@ilewith
garden tour information.

September 3 The Art of Gardening at Chanticleer A talk by Joe Henderson, long time horticultarel garden designer at
Chanticleer Gardens, located near Philadelphiendylvania, and celebrated as one of the moahtmyimaginative
and exciting public gardens in America. His tilkbe based on the book he co-authofés, Art of Gardening -
Design Inspiration and Innovative Planting Techrgues from Chanticleer

September 7  Master Gardeners One Day Workshopith Joe Henderson. For more information on attending this
workshop with Joe, master horticulturist froma@ticleer Gardens, please get in touch with Jint&ha
at 902 425 6312 or email: sharpe@ns.sympaticoAdao, learn more about this exciting opporturaty
Atlantic Master Gardeners Association websitgtp://atlanticmastergardeners.ca/html/events.html

October 7 Steele Lecture:Trends in gardening with Rhododendrons in Germany An eye-opening
presentation by Dr. Hartwig Schepker, directortteé 46 hectare (114 acre) Rhododendron Park and
Botanic Garden in Bremen, Germany, where he sharge of the world’s second largest rhododendron
collection. Dr. Schepker will talk about the maayciting research projects the garden undertakes,
including the breeding program to develop botkuaun-flowering rhododendron hybrids, and new
foliage forms and colours.

October 8 Exploring Rhododendrons in Arunachal Padesh- Hartwig Schepker will give his second talk at
7:00pm at the BMO Community Room, Central Library, Halifax. He has made four expeditions to
Arunachal Pradesh, a remote and little expl@ed of Northeastern India that was closed to tprers
until 2000. As well as recounting his adventureswill be showing photos of many unknown or lsare
seen rhododendron species in flower, as wedba®e very beautiful landscapes.

September 27-29 2019 ARS Fall Conference Parksville, Vancouver Island, British Columbigherl conference will
feature twelve distinguished speakers, and hus taof some extraordinary gardens. For more inftiona
visit the Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Societghsite: http://marsrhodos.ca/ars2019/

November 5 Landscape Design and Plant Choices #te Lightfoot and Wolfville Winery. Nina Newington,
plantswoman, landscape designer and authorstaske to our society about her collaboration with
Beverly McClare at Tangled Gardens in Grand Phes time around she’ll be offering insights ore th
plantings and site design at the new Lightfodtv&lfville winery, a couple of miles down the road.

December 3  Annual ARHS Christmas Party. Please bring up to five (5) of your images ondsgiorticultural — but
no more that five! — to share with your fellow migers. All picture files should be in .jpg formatdaat
full resolution (original file size, not compress.

Thank you for avoiding the use of perfumes and scésd products when you come to ARHS events.

May 2019 3



A very warm welcome to our new members who haveijeed ARHS since November .

Joanna  Dickson Hammonds Plains
Dorothy  Elton

Nancy Levo Westville

Beatrice  Milner Dartmouth

ooo

Are your dues paid up to date?

Our records show that some members are not. Ifayewa local ARHS member please consider renewirgg as
dual member of both the ARHS and ARS (American Rldeddron Society). This gives access to the ARS
Journal, a full colour magazine published quartedy well as access to the ARS seed exchange,| ARS
conventions, and other benefits.

Please see page 2 for information on payment msthot our website: http://atlanticrhodo.org/abuosi-
membership-info/

For your convenience a Membership Application/Reaidarm is provided on page 26.

olelelan,s

Mt. Cuba, Delaware — the view across the Round &aRbnd with large bronze sculpture, “Samara Tgrimrthe

Wind” by André Harvey, in the Formal Garden beyohlis was one of many memorable views experienceidgl
the ARS Spring Convention tours in May 2019. [ Bhmy John Brett |
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by John Brett

On the ARS 2019 Spring Convention at Philadelphiand Related Topics

| recently returned from the ARS Spring Conventioeld this year in the Philadelphia area.
Two other stalwart members of the ARHS also attdndenny Sandison and Peggy Gael. It
was a memorable four days, with well-organisedt¥iso many outstanding gardens in
eastern Pennsylvania, and one just across the Istatén Delaware. Take a look at the
photos on the back page of this issue for a srastetof what we experienced. The weather
cooperated, after what we were told was many weékain, so everything was very green
and lush, with pleasant temperatures. The rhodonblseason was mostly passed but this
didn’t detract from the magnificence and diversifythe landscapes — from the impressive
{ woodland bowl at WynEden to the grand fountain plazLongwood, where it appears that
Pierre DuPont was determined to out-Versailles $ &di Attending an ARS convention is a

{ wonderful way to survey a large number of impresgjardens — some unavailable to the
public — and to meet many expert gardeners, walshort period of time.

Another highlight for me, was the final conventiblanquet, where | had the honour of giving a briespntation
announcing the ARS 2021 Spring Convention in Noweati&, which is being hosted by us, the Atlantiapter of the ARS.
A one sheet promoting our convention was handedooeveryone at the convention, a copy of which walfind here in
the pages immediately following. | was pleasantlgpsised by the enthusiastic response. A numbg@eople said to me
how much they were looking forward to visiting No8aotia. | also have to confess that | felt a @ervel of anxiety.
This is a big undertaking, and the Philadelphiaveation set the bar for excellence very high. HoeveV do believe our
convention co-chairs, Rebecca Lancaster and Jimp&hhoth with experience organising big events, g to the task.
And I'm confident that you, our members, will cofioeward to help us make the Nova Scotia conventioa to remember.
| encourage any and all of you to seek out Jim Reldecca and offer your assistance. Both reguldtdéyne our monthly
meetings. Much planning and organising is requaned the work is already under way. You can alsdamrour volunteer
coordinator, Lynn Rotin. Her email is: lynnrotin@aitncom. She also regularly attends our monthlytings.

Our ARS colleagues from the Portland, Oregon chiaptere also in Philadelphia to make sure everykmawv what a
wonderful time awaited them at the ARS 2020 Sp@ogvention to be held in the Portland area next.y2820 is the 78

anniversary of the founding of the American Rhodmtien Society — so this will be a big event - andging by my
experience of the 2011 Spring Convention, also frettie Portland area, the upcoming one will bevelaus. | strongly
recommend it to any of you who want to see rhodosvigg to perfection in some of the magnificentagars to be found
in the Pacific Northwest. For more information #ee Portland chapter website: https://www.rhodieg.o

For those who might think otherwise, based on @&s@, the American Rhododendron Society has hadgs@anadian
representation from the beginning, and this comnto the present. Currently, Ken Webb (presiddnt)da Derkach

(secretary), and Glen Jamieson (Editor of the ARGErnhl), all members of Canadian chapters, hold degcutive

positions. And in fact, the largest concentratibARS members anywhere, is found within the fivagters on Vancouver
Island. So | think it's fair to say that the ARSust as much our society as it is that of our Iseurt colleagues.

To further prove my point, one of our Vancouveatsl chapters, Mount Arrowsmith, will be hosting thieS 2019 Fall
Convention, September 27-29, 2019, in Parksvillevancouver Island. Twelve distinguished speaketk lwei featured,
and there will be bus tours to some extraordinanglgns. It may not be rhodo bloom season but thigirstill be lots to
see and do in this most favored growing region, reittee diversity of plants on display is truly asshing. For more
information visit the Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendr8nciety website: http://marsrhodos.ca/ars2019/

My column in our February issue described our tigoetl organisational structure, and | think it’srtiogoing over again,
since | am enthusing so strongly on our relatignsbithe ARS. The Atlantic Rhododendron and Hottical Society is
also the Atlantic chapter of district 12 of the Amen Rhododendron Society. Though all of you ammers of the
ARHS by virtue of paying your annual $20.00 feenemf our members also opt to pay a small amoune rem additional
$54.00 CDN this year) to become members of the ARBntic chapter. Included with membership is aniaformative
and entertaining full-colour journal which comeg dutimes a year. This alone is worth the pricengimbership, which
also includes access to the ARS seed exchangestraoreinary seed bank for rhododendrons and comopgpiants. On
top of this, you will be part of a network of expgardeners and growers from across the continéat ave, from my
experience, always willing to share their expertde when renewing your dues, | strongly encous@eyone to consider
joining both the ARHS and the ARS. It's easy to decause both options are on the ARHS renewal féion.more
information see page 2 of this issue or go to cepsite: http://atlanticrhodo.org/about-us/membegrgfio/

| hope to see many of you at Parksville and Paitldfake the decision to go and | know you won’diappointed. &
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Rhododendrons Down East in Nova Scotia

American Rhododendron Society 2021 Spring Conference
June 3-6, 2021 | Old Orchard Inn
Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia, Canada

Come join us “down east” as Nova Scotians say.
Expenence our unigue blending of history, contemporary culture and notural
beauty. Come to see our splendid rhodos and lush gardens, of coursel We'll
throw in dramatic seacoasts, a vibrant capitol city, and the world's highest tides
as extras, along with histonc zites that go bock to the founding of Hew France
in the early 1&600°s. The Amerncan post, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, called this
the Land of Evangeline; to the native indians it iz Mi'kma'ld. By whaotever name,
Mowva Scotia 5 a special place to visit

AtlanticRhodo



Garden tours will include

Annopoli: Royal Hemaoge gardens: www hisfoncgaordens.com

Haolifax Public Gardens: www halfoxpublicgardens.ca

Hamet Irving Botanical Gardens: botanicalgardens.acadiau.cafwelcome. himi
Prvate gardens by the Naorth Aflantic

Winenes and gardens of the Annapols Valley

The conference will be based at the Old Orchard Inn
next te the charming university town of Welkville, with pancramic views of
apple orchards, Cape Blomidon, and the Bay of Fundy's sweeping fides,
oldorchardinn.com.

The opening recepfion, banguet, plant sole; workshops and speaker's program
will ol take place here. The hotel is an hour's drive from the Haolifax Intermational
Airport and airport shuttles can be aranged. Or plan o road-frip "down east” to
explore the many natural and cultural attractions we have to offer.

Don’t miss “Rhododendrons Down East” in June 2021
We will be posting further information on the Allonfic Rhododendron ond
Horticultural Scciety website aflanficrhedo.org
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A Conversation with Jenny Sandison, Gardener Extraordinaire.
Interview and editing by John Brett

(Editor's Note: We are so fortunate to have, witloitr membership, many expert gardeners and gar@sigders. The
following conversation with Jenny Sandison is apartunity for all of us to get to know one of théetter. 1 was

entertained by her good humour, and informed byexéensive practical experience as both a gardenera professional
garden designer. | think you will be too. In futussues of Atlantic Rhodo, | hope to present ménhese conversations
with gardeners who are also, by happy coincideyoar fellow members.)

JB: Tell me about the beginnings of your gardenaWias here g~
when you arrived?

JS: Behind the house, it was a meadow. | thirddidne forsythia bus
two bridle-wreath spireas, and at the front, a hyge bush whictg
obliterated the front door and was very ugly, ameahwhich was faII|n
over, and quite a large parking lot. So basidalis a blank slate.

You see, when we first came to Canada we boughd lar
Northern Vermont and built a house, so | did quitdot of &%
gardening there. But | discovered in the cours@®fyears tha
much of what I'd done was all wrong. We had a himgse and th
usual area around a new-build house which becaenawn, and |
innocently just put my flower beds around the edfj¢he lawn,
which was okay, but it was too far away from the$e

So when | came here | knew that | wanted a lot nsdrecturez= , 3 :
because when | go around gardens, what | Ioveels;naindscapmc Jenny Sandlson in her back Qarden at Oakland, Sogtia,
and | wanted things much closer to the house sbltbauld see¢ April 30, 2019.

them out the window. The other thing in my expeteis the lant

tends to dictate what you do with it. For most ef we have to

take what's there and work with it.

JB: And what year did you buy the house?
JS: 1992.
JB: Can | ask what brought you down here?

JS: My dear husband, John, was Scottish, and heetisiag. | had some vague idea that we're goiacklio Edinburgh.
But he got on his motorbike one fall and drove ddwam Montreal to the South Shore to visit a mutiugind, Penny Gael
(editor’s note: a long time ARHS member), and h@edack and said, “We have to retire to the Sobhthr&” And I'm

saying, “What!” but | didn't say, “Over my dead lytig but it seemed like the end of the world. Sthdught | was being
smart and | said, “Oh, well, let's go and haveakIdet's go in November.”

So we came to the South Shore in November fordays. | was astonished! | mean Nova Scotia in Niber is fabulous.
You've got the light on the water. You've got anobre evergreens than you do in Quebec. So wetdit t® look at
property and we drove to Mahone Bay, and we drovendhe Oakland Road and there was a “for salet siyVell, that's
quite a cute house!” - and two days later, we'cgboit. Yes! And then you go back thinking, “Whatue we done?”

JB: It must have been right!

JS: Serendipity. Yes. And | think that, at firsgnRy Gael was very worried that we'd hate it. S® gbt me to join the
Rhododendron Society (now the ARHS) and | mehali¢ people that knew much more than | did. Sastamvonderful move.

JB: So tell me about the process of creating agygard

JS: | was prepared to start from scratch. In flaittink | preferred the idea of starting from sctatThis house faces south
and although the soil has problems, it's actuadly vich. We're on what's called the Windsor loathsse very fine, silty
soils. There’s also a high pH here, which is unusdaybe the fact that the property here was gsitall —it's only just
half an acre - was appealing too, because it Wgnmuch.

| did have a general plan. We had added on a ldigghen extension at the back and | had this ithe& I'd have two
garden doors and look out the garden doors, amd Ithented a patio for the usual table and sitangund and eating,
immediately outside the back door. | knew the disi@ms of the patio, the back lawn behind the hossd,could put that
on my plan.
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Basically when you're trying to do a plan, how ymt around dictates what you need to do. So yod tweget from the garage
where the lawn tractor is stored, to around th& bathe house. You have to create a path. So ovihgve some division of the
space by the hard landscaping. And we were goiigwte to have a retaining wall behind the pationd Acould grow some
Alpine plants on top of that, so that's what hagoktihere. And we needed steps up to the next kendll think, “I want a bit of
grass there.” So the backhoe came in and scodpedfahat soil out and created a flat level foe grass. And then there was this
informal bank around that area of the (back) gar@ad | knew | wanted some holly bushes, some es@mginterest and
something tall, so | got a gold thuja, which iff #tiere, and a weeping hemlock, and then a craleapee. And at the front, |
certainly didn't want the parking lot. | wanteddevelop a garden there that was fairly easy.

So that took probably four years, and the resthef garden was just mowing grass, and John's végegabden, and
scrubby trees at the back that happened to be. tBerthe next thing was | thought | would do anolbag garden. And
now I'm into John Brooks, who talked about the #isrand the trees being really the most importangttAnd then you
do the perennials - the pretty bit - but they'ré tearibly important. You've really got to think abt the structure of the
trees and the shrubs. So | thought, well, a lomgefmial) border, and it can have maybe two tneés like dogwoods and
locust, which don’t get huge but they'll be struefuand then I'll have a pointy evergreen hereaanalind evergreen there.
And | saw in a magazine quite a pretty idea foiténg-out pergola area. And | thought, “Perfect! dlo that.” And |
decided | wanted a diagonal rather than havingy&vierg very rectangular because the land is highethe left than on the
right. So this diagonal goes up the hill and yotutlges little vista going towards the pergola.

So that was the next four years, | suppose, anddkear John died, and | inherited the vegetabldeyaand that actually
was a bit of a problem because you find when yostrddenly just one, you can't do all the work. Sabandoned the
vegetable garden. It's become my holding bed, lseclim always buying stuff from the Rhododendroni&y (ARHS),
and from the nurseries, and sometimes you don& haywhere to put them so you stick them in theegetable garden
until you can see what they're like.

JB: It sounds to me like you developed a gardephitpsophy as you were going along.

JS: I read a lot. | traveled a lot and looked ktt @f gardens, and you develop quite a good ideeghat's possible and what
would look good here. And as Vita Sackville-Westudosay, be ruthless. If it doesn't work, rip it @nd try something
else.

JB: Can you trace any of this back to your growipgeeriod? Was there any formative influence?

JS: My father was a very good gardener. He wakenArmy, so we moved continuously. We were in Sioga and then
we came back to Britain and it was post-war Britdinings were starting to move and, where he waisosed, they had
built five new houses for military accommodatiordahey were very traditional British houses witlegh long gardens.
And it was barren. Daddy had “Mr. Middleton's Gardgook”, and it had a plan: a little patio, two eoseds, a lawn,
flower borders on either side, and a rather hoeddlig thing, and you grew roses up that, and lebttiat was the vegetable
garden which is what you were supposed to do itaBri hide the vegetable garden. And we were tferéour years. |
remember the hyacinths he planted, the smell ohitfend we also visited gardens. That was becomiorerof a thing in
Britain, the aristocracy started opening their gasdup.

Then, of course, you train, you have a profession,have no interest in gardening. But it was edéng how the moment
we bought the Vermont land you felt you neededetioogt there and do something on it.

JB: So before you became a landscape designeragariother profession?

JS: | was an x-ray technician and | worked in Mealmat the neurological hospital for 20 years, laagioyed it very much.
Funnily enough, all my friends kept saying whenyttomked around my garden, “Jenny, you should barden designer.”
Then | thought | would, and I did!

JB: Were there any particular challenges in dewetpgour garden that stand out?

JS: This back lawn | was wanting to create, with dneadful subsoil, was a problem, and the grassalveays incredibly
poor there. And after probably 10 years, | gotltoal lawn care company to come, and they were mgagompost at the
facility in Lunenburg, and they brought four loaafscompost and roto-tilled them into the grass. Amat was wonderful.
I'm always telling people that if your plants ameiggling you need to improve the sail.

The other thing that | found was, coming from Ventyavhere it was free draining soil but a lot obgncover in the
winter, the perennials in Vermont did fabulouslym hot saying they don't do well here but whatticeis because the soil
is so rich in the early summer, they are lush a@gdabd then the wind goes around to the southwesstobows hot and dry
for a week and they often burn on the edges. Thetytoo luxuriant, they think it's a rainforest iiusn't, and the droughts
in the summer are getting quite severe.

JB: How do you manage water?

JS: | have a well but occasionally | run out sam'treally irrigate and that particularly bad suenrrwas it three summers
ago? - when we didn't have rain for about two merand the rhododendrons, first they curl up tregives, and then the
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The front garden area after. [Photo by Jenny Sanglis
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The front garden area before (1991). [Phbto by y&amdison]

whole new stem starts to droop, and | had someodettrons Oreodoxa ‘Fargesii- that | didn't want to lose, but | was
carting buckets of water physically and that'seasty at my age.

So the watering is a problem. And | think you've ¢m be realistic about that. So some things hawvgot The other thing
I've discovered is that there's a lovely guy whmes around and fills up people's swimming pools,hHail also fill up
your well. So in the really dry Summers | do tia. at least | can water, even if it's only with wegering can.

JB: Do you have any pest problems? And how do yal @dith them?

JS: Deer are the major problem. I'm a landscapgiitangetting almost impossible to put in a garddecause what don't
they eat? There's not much. Now here, | think ham third winter, | looked out the back door and tteer had been
browsing the Japanese maples down to 18 incheghayd grow up, and the next winter they'd browteein down to 18
inches. And then | looked out and there were twer @@ the holly bush. They looked beautiful, bstid, “Enough!” I'd
always seen this little ad for Benners deer fenamgl so | sent off for 300 feet of plastic deercfag and we fenced in two
sides of the back garden. And that's been a gadl-$ewentually had to fence in the third sideh## back garden.

The deer fencing is black plastic, it's seven aidléfeet, and I've been extremely pleased witlt Wwas guaranteed for 10
years and | guess some of it is probably gettinéppi 8 years. This past winter the deer managdueak it down because
| think it's getting brittle, and they got in whilevas away. So I'm going to replace the deer femai the fall. It wasn't a
huge amount of money. It was easy to put up arah Iptant anything.

JB: You say it's easy to put up. Did you put ityaprrself?
JS: John and | did. It's very lightweight, it conires big roll.
JB: What about stakes?

JS: Originally, all these rinky-dinky little pineees around the edge of the property, you justledrit to the next pine tree and
stapled it. Then my neighbors, bless them, solaritle strip of land, so the property line isther out. | got a young man to
come and do super spikes and four by fours andtimeyp the side of the property. So where the@aps | use those.

JB: Super spikes being like a wooden stake youn@ut
JS: Yes, a 4 by 4, which is also 7 to 8 feet tall.
JB: So he has to do some digging to do that?

JS: Well, the super spikes, you just have to paondl mean as long as you can find a space witlaorgck. The front
garden hadn't been a problem because it's the Bosicho more. They're in the front garden. So ndwave, in the summer
months, a water scarecrow, which is fairly effegetiv

JB: Explain that to me.

JS: It's a motion-detecting gadget that, when #er dome through the front garden, since it's lattd¢o your hose pipe, it
sends out quite a strong jet of water, and it tegls them off. | have to remember to turn it offtiie morning in case
people come and they get sprayed!

JB: Do you have a lot of rocks in the soil arouedd?
JS: Oh, yes. Don’t we all?
JB: What aspects of your garden give you the gseateasure?
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JS: Since | was a child, | was very interested iiitidh wildflowers. There were these little boolalled The Observers
Books. My brother had the birds and | had the fleyand wherever we went | would find them and tigkm off.

JB: So it's the plants?

JS: Yes, | mean, they put on these beautiful tisyweonderful colors, interesting shapes, wondstaldes of green. So | have to
walk around the garden every day and this timeeair there’s always a new flower. “There’s an Eium, there’s a
Hellebore! It's my white Hellebore!” Sometimesainctake me over an hour to walk around the gafd@mthat's the pleasure.

JB: What are some of your favorite plants in thelga? What plants are you really passionate about?

JS: Well, the list is so long. And it all deperaisthe year. Right nowAnemone blandes coming out, one of my favorite
spring flowers because it's little purplish leageme through the ground and then that blue... andttheewood anemones,
which I'm really fond of, because | remember thehemw| was a child, and the bloodroot -the doubtsdhtoot -it's only
there for three days, but it's exquisite.

JB: If | asked you this question in the middle wify) you might have different answers?

JS: Totally! As a gardener you're always lookingafard. You know, now the snowdrops are out, “Glthiere a crocus?”
And somehow you can run through the whole yearitgpHor the next thing without really sitting dowA. few more
benches around the garden would be good, so yiouded to sit down and look at things.

JB: | think it's a problem for gardeners where \agéhto both be the gardener and the observer.

JS: Yes. The trouble is you sit down to observe &H damn! | better go and get that dandelion”ofitlyway, important
plants... Well, this is the theory and in practiagiee with it, when you're planning a new area,hgmte to think about, first of
all, the evergreens - not too many - | think they sne third only, otherwise the planting getstdbavy with evergreens. But
evergreens are going to be there for six monthb®fyear when nothing else is there so they amngatand they are
wonderful shapes.

Ones that | really love are ‘Ramapo’ — the rhodmlien — because it's compact and it has interestifayed leaves as well
as quite pretty flowers. The Chamaecyparis (germusthink my favorite of all. I've got several. @Bw Hinoki Cypress
(Chamaecyparis obtuy@s in my view one of the most exquisite plantshia world. Serendipitously, in the rock garde's, it
planted next to the “Little Gem” spruce, which igeay tight ball, and the interplay of those twgparfect.

And some rhododendrons, but | have to say the keasprhododendrons tend to get tall and lankgra?6 years and I'm in
the process now of chopping some of them almaste@round, and starting them over again. And itkaio

JB: There seem to be some that will sucker fromwaldd.

JS: You chop them down and they break from thenaldd, and now you've got this compact little moagdin, and away
it goes.

JB: You just have to cross your fingers and hoppegaks from the old wood.

JS: So far, I've had great luck. | did it with ayeld rhododendron in a client’s garden, which wasbably more like 50
years old, and it was obscuring the view of theeC&We took it down to three feet and it loved it.

And then when it comes to perennials, | still IeMehemilla
mollis, Geranium ‘Roseanne’, gorgeous pink peonies, if |
. could only buy more single flowered peonies. Yown'tdo

| actually have to stake them. | adore catmint bexéts so

. easy, especially this one called ‘Walker's Low'cdtvers 36

& inches of ground and it's beautiful. Japanese lrégjore. |

= would have loved a water feature. But from whatdd, and

. what | see with other people's water features, #reylots of

- work.

JB: Any trees you particularly like in a gardendAmhat the
about sizes of trees?

= JS: Well, my garden is not big, so | don't want dtigges.
~ What I really love are the Chinese dogwoo@srfius kousp
because they're smallish but spectacular in flowad my

) ~ Golden Locust(Robinia pseudoacacia ‘frisi’ which is a
e ﬁ gold form of the Black Locust, but the only thing it's
- getting much bigger than | anticipated. So it'snbespped
twice. So mostly | plant what | call medium sizedes like

]

The back garden in 1993, after leveling the yam an
installing a retaining wall. [Photo by Jenny Saodis
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the weeping cherry, the crab apple... My advice topje
about large trees is that you really have to rensemibey're
going to get big.

| do like flowering trees. | like Magnolias. I'veoigso man
from the Rhododendron Society (ARHS). But everrghés:
planted two of one variety called ‘Legacy’, andsistarted t
flower beautifully. But what | didn't realize waMagnolla
have these very large leathery leaves and when ¢bs
down in the fall, they get stuck in under all myldwed
evergreen azaleas and they are a right pain.

JB: Tell me how you see rhododendrons and azailtiag f
into a Nova Scotia gardening scheme?

JS: The regular rhododendrons, which are goingetdive to
six feet tall, are excellent for what | call bacggnd plants
But what | really like are the evergreen azalealichv ar '
lower. They get smothered in blossom - gorgeolmrse and The backyard as it appeared in the summer of 2013.

| can prune them. In fact, the deer have done at gob at it [Photo by Jenny Sandison]

this last winter! They're more foreground plarasd what |

really like about evergreen azaleas is | can dmtlilee a small, low hedge, and have the perentiatsnd it and they prop
up the perennials. So they have a dual purpose.

JB: Is there anything particular about the placdroéthem that people should know?

JS: 1 just find they do extremely well. Now | thidkhn Weagle (longstanding ARHS member) used tdtsgyneed to get
their wood ripened in the summer to have a goodvsiyad maybe because Mahone Bay is quite a longimagd, it's

much hotter in the summer than say, Prospect, strethat helps me with their growth. They just dbulously: full sun,

semi-shade, and John Weagle’s are some of thel tia@e and they grow fabulously.

JB: Do you find that they are prone to any pesisgases or animals?

JS: | suspect the deer love them if they're othéwilderness.
JB: Tell me about your professional activities retbto garden and landscape design.

JS: | got into it because | had become slightlgdéhanted with working in a hospital and | had @ieted this passion for
gardening. And my nice friends said | did a goob. j8o | put an ad in the Westmount Gazette (editadte: the
neighborhood of Westmount in Montreal), and sugyneeople hired me.

And then - this would have been in the 90s - tlselmed to be an explosion of interest in havingetioimg else rather than
just foundation plantings, and the English gardte 9oecame very popular all of a sudden, this idethe perennial
garden and lots of flowers, as opposed to justnmithe grass and trimming the shrubs. So | rodewave, you might say.
And when | came here, | remember somebody sayimyeto“Oh, well, you're going to go and live in tb@untry. People
know how to grow things in the country. Nobody wagbu.” But again, there's a lot of people who bugroperty and
they want a garden but they have no experiencéh&phire you. And | find that my job is is trying advise and to be
realistic: How much time are you going to put ina¥s your knowledge level like? 1 think that'savimy job is, to put
appropriate plants in the right places.

Funnily enough, the business has developed mareaigrden maintenance service. We have about dfe@awhich we
look after. Every five weeks we'll go in, do theasleng, the deadheading, the shearing, the prumihgtever needs to be
done at that time. That's one of the lovely thiageut being involved with a garden over a longqekof time, you get to
help develop it. It's absolutely fabulous to watk in July, and go, “Wow! And we did all this!” Th&s what | call real
gratification.

JB: And does the business have a name?
JS: Yes. It's called English Garden Design.

JB: Can you give me an idea of what you think heegreatest garden challenges we face here? Whtieathings people
starting a garden should really be looking at?

JS: Well, around here it's going to be the desrtdtrible how limited we are, planting things.y2&ars ago, it wasn't like this.
JB: So building a fence would be one of your fpigtces of advice.
JS: That's right. But not many people take me uj.on
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JB: You're gardening down here alongside the Attarnvith the exposure to the open Atlantic, and wheds. Does that
have any effect on what you advise people to grow?

JS: It doesn’t. | mean surprisingly, | can rememibénking about that when | was first coming hered I'm looking
around, thinking, “What do you plant when theral m the air?” But oddly enough, | haven't reallgticed that there's
been a problem.

JB: What are some of your favorite gardens to ¥isit

JS: We all find the Historic Gardens in Annapolisy® fabulous. It's a high standard. | love thdedédnt areas they've
created. | love Tangled Garden. She's (ARHS merBbeerly McClare) always doing something new. Thbligugardens
(in Halifax) are a joy. For a city garden, thatieat.

For (ARHS) member’s gardens, well, | always enjdei’s and Steven’s (Sheila Stevenson and Stepinemibald).

Going further afield, out in BC, the Van Duesen d&r in Vancouver. The Montreal Botanical Gardeexsaordinary.
Wisley, of course, which is the headquarters ofRbgal Horticultural Society (RHS Wisley Gardenplsvays fascinating,
in that they're always redoing things and tryingg@ep up with different trends.

Iford is a fabulous garden in the Cotswolds, andrgmt Garden in Wales. | went back to Sissinghwitst a friend two
years ago and | was a little disappointed in thatdriginal vision seemed to have faded. Oh, tseaevonderful garden in
Suffolk called Helmingham Hall. That's an old-fasied Elizabethan moated manor house, and theyive donderful
borders, with stuff growing on the walls and worfdeperennials.

JB: Are there any current trends in gardening plaaticularly interest you?

JS: Well the current trend in gardening is the gramsign and | think it's very appropriate in someaard've got “Karl
Foerster”, a reed grass, which | like. It's a vegytical, easy thing and it flowers early. We'vetjdone some flower beds
next to the flagpole in Mahone Bay, and becausestbg the sea it seemed maybe grasses would bepaigpe. So we've
got what | call the better ones in there and veg# how it goes. But | have to say my heart iant. iThere's not enough
interest in the grass garden.

JB: I'm somewhat familiar with Piet Oudolf's wos&hd...

JS: The prairie garden, | think that's what thely ita. lots of mixed meadow flowers. So that’s anend, but | have deep
suspicions because, again, it's all about maintsnand at Wisley they had done these two bordeesPtet Oudolph
borders, and | can remember looking at them annkiting, “But how do they get in there to do the wiag@” The idea is
wonderful, but practically... and the last time &swvthere, | said to one of the gardener's, “Howalo find the Piet
Oudolph borders, now they've been there for a ®taled they said “We've had to make a lot of adjesits and Piet
wasn't very happy with us. So we're no longer nglihem the Piet Oudolf borders.” Well, isn't theresting?

So most of us are looking for less work than tBatthat is a trend which I think is not very preatifor the home gardener.
The other thing that occasionally people want eswhidflower meadow. And from what | understandgdagse | have been
to gardens in Britain where they have wildfloweradews, they plow it up every spring and re-sow. And can get a
wonderful effect that way, but is that what theividlial gardener wants to do?

JB: Is there any particular private garden thatweworked on in the last while that you reallyeftk

JS: There’s a property on Martin's Point andgté copper beeches that are 80 years old. So Wwegsm helping them for
18 years and that's been lovely. It's at the enth@fpoint and when you go around the front of base, the view is
astonishing. You see from Chester to Tancook Islafidhe way around to the end of Indian PointdAroften say that
about gardens, the plants and the landscaping eagiobious, but sometimes it's the fact that youiréhis very unique
place. That's one of the things, professionallgt threally enjoy.

JB: Getting back to your garden. How do you seduhee of your garden evolving?

JS: I'm now 73 and, you know, gardening is quéedion you. So | am actually doing a lot of reglagnt And I'm trying to
put things in that don't need a lot of labor arel going to be easy to look after. So | just tookadwarf blue spruce. It's
about 25 feet across and sprawling over the wallibhad to go. So half of the space has gone tmtdwn, because lawn
is the best ground cover in the world. You justdnymow it. And the rest I've planted with dwBdrberis because that |
find fairly easy, and I've replanted winter heathemich do quite well there. I'm trying to introdumore shrubs into some
areas and I've gone back to day lilies, the singlers - the yellows, pinks - and they are fabulpessy plants to cover a
bank with. Rhododendrons are good because they eole¢ of ground. And so that's what I'm tryingdo in the next 10
years, to get it to the point where it's less wéukd I'll have to hire a company to help me at tpaint.

JB: But you'll still have lots of visual impact.
JS: I hope so, and I'll have an electric golf taigo around. (laughs).
JB: Thank you for taking the time to chat with denny. It's been both very entertaining and infdimea o

May 2019



Useful and Beautiful - Some Groundcovers to Grow
by Bob Howard

Thyme Thymussp.) growing through crevices in flagstones. A textured mat of False cypress Cotoneaster Woely)nrca,
Thyme and Erigeran

We start weeding on our hands and knees with aetrand soon discover that a hoe is easier. Eventwal decide that
planting into thick mulch is even less work thare thoe, but the dead look of mulch disappoints conti¢ultural
aspirations. Could we somehow fill up all the gardpaces with living plants? A groundcover, whédts as a living
mulch of low plants with flowers, foliage, and fruis a pleasing solution.

We have several native plants that make eleganindaovers: three-toothed potentilla, bunchberryyfloaer, teaberry,
vacciniums, and more. From a practical point @wi three-toothed potentilla (formerBotentilla tridentata now
Sibbaldiopsis tridentatpis my favourite. It divides and transplants BasiThe foliage, nearly evergreen, is a deep,htrig
green changing to autumn colours with the seaddwee-toothed potentilla grows readily, withoutrtgeaggressive, and
produces numerous small, white, rose-like flowarsarly summer. | wish this plant were availabl@warseries and plant
sales.

Our two most beautiful native Nova Scotian grounées, bunchberry and mayflower, are a challengedpagate and to
coax into growing. BunchberrfCornus canadensishot surprisingly given its genus, has dogwoodvis. Mayflower
(Epigea reperjs the more beautiful of the two to my eye, is ats® more difficult one to get started. They batimt peat
and leaf mold, lots of humus in the soil, and gatrdinage while staying moist. They are both shgldats, with
bunchberry tolerating a bit more sun if kept moitits critical to not let them dry out, especialty August, and to give
bright woodland conditions.

But the main hurdle is to get starter plants infirgt place. Digging up clumps in the woods lesmlalmost certain failure
with mayflower. It needs to be started from seed@am semi- hardwood cuttrngs for rooting in JolyAugust Collect
some soil with native fungus from where they gravd adog
that to the humusy soil you prepare in your gardém.hisgEe
book, Rock GardeningLincoln Foster writes “... (lightlyggs

cover the plants with pine needles or oak leavesb \saterfss
frequently until the plants are established.” Itvied digging

up clumps and each one that I've planted has d&mwll'd beis
an eager buyer if someone would raise mayflowentpl&rom!
seedlings or rooted cuttings.

With bunchberry, after a humbling start, | haveenent year]
had a little success, both with clumps and withdbegs. It's
the same procedure as for mayflower: woodland soiistan
moisture, good drainage, and half-shade to full dstj
Bunchberry just seems to survive a little moreingly, and 1§
may have become a little better about regular \ieager

Teaberry Gaultheria procuber)s
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Wild lily-of-the-valley (Maianthemum canadense a lovely groundcover that cheers up the lowdwgrasses on the
woodland floor where | grow rhododendrons, hydrasgdapanese maples, and so on. It's easy tpkaahs

Teaberry Gaultheria procumbens$ probably the most commercially available natjveundcover and easy to transplant.
It grows in my peat and leaf-mold enriched woodleaglwell as along the driveway in a sandy woodkuoidto which | did
not add anything.

Beyond the natives, the range of groundcover plaegsns limitless, extending from low thyme to @ks of juniper. |
encourage you to develop a list of favourites aeasons for using them. The benefits go beyond vpeedention.
Groundcovers also conserve moisture and keep esopératures more even. As a design element, bsriogvthe soil,
groundcovers make the planting look more natufidey serve to visually connect individual featutanps and to give a
feeling of fullness to the planting. For exampléke to plant thymes and other groundcovers adoperennials or where
bulbs come up in the spring. See the accomparpfiotp ofAconitum napellugrowing up through wooly thyme.

Dwarf conifers are often surefire weed suppressond, likeable in their own right. See the acconypenphoto showing
dwarf Korean fir, Canadian hemlock and Mugo pirleng with a rhododendron, dianthus, wooly thymejellow heath
and a heather in seed. The fallen red maple led@sparkle to the matrix of textures.

Another accompanying photo was taken while standiingctly above the plants. You have to imagirending on a
flagstone walk and looking directly down almosyatir feet at the edge of the garden. This imageides a false cypress,
an erigeron, wooly veronica, a cotoneaster and ¢hyris you can see, | like to create interestingute combinations.
And within this miniature landscape — it's fun tave it near the front door of our house — theoimething in flower from
spring to late summer, with red berries from tHkifido winter.

| include one more image, which shows various ttg/imea flagstone walk. As the thyme grows alorgftagstone joints
it acts as a groundcover, preventing - well, lstly reducing - the weed seeds that might germinatee cracks between
the stones. In this situation, where a hoe or mulould just not work, it is both useful and befultiand those two words,
“useful” and “beautiful”, pretty much summarize thietues of the groundcovers I've highlighted instlarticle. Some are
easier to grow than others, but all are worth tyyim

S A{a’, e 5 oy v \ ,,. B, 5
Aconitum napelluggrowing through a carpet of Wooly thyme Three toothed cinquefoiPptentilla tridenta.

(Thymus pseudolanuginokis

May 2019



Creating Gardens for the Lightfoot & Wolfville Winery

by Nina Newington

The ground under our knees shiver | I
Overhead, cranes swung sections l
roof into place. Each time thi
machine tamping down the gravj =
parking lot passed by, diesel fum /s
engulfed us. Also, it was late July a
very hot; we were planting plugs th§
had arrived in May, and the cre
consisted of workers hired for the n
-yet-open store and restaurant.

It wasn’'t how I'd pictured plantin
day a year earlier when | met wit
Mike and Jocelyn Lightfoot t
discuss the landscaping for t
Annapolis Valley's newest winer
Jocelyn, a licensed sommelier, h
visited wineries all over the worl
They wanted some of that clas
Mediterranean vibe but at the sar,
time we were on land farmed
Mike’s family for generations. Th
building itself would evoke the lonc
plain barns of the area.

August 3@, 2018: Russian Sagédrovskia atriplicifolig, Prairie DropseedSporobolus
heterolepi}, seedheads @&chinacea pallida

“Fruitfulness and ripening will be a theme withight, loose feel to the plantings and lots of geassSTangled Garden
style,” | wrote in my design notes. “Seed heads silmbuettes are as important as blossoms. Seliiagoplants will soften
the edges, especially in the parking lot area. IMeamt the winery to feel as if it is among thees.”

Rows of vines, grown organically and biodynamicallyap around three sides of the building. To kitép feel we chose
not to plant trees in the parking lot, instead $wilthg it with two long narrow beds of Little Blseem, Schizachyrium
scoparium enlivened by ‘Daydream’ tulipsillium ‘Purple Sensation’ and, in future, self-sowinglipator-friendly
Digitalis lutea, Verbena bonariensadVerbascum chaixii Little Blue Stem, a North American prairie grassstalwart
and easy on reasonably well-drained soil. Theyfdinle bluish leaves grow upright to about a mekerthe fall they turn
purplish then a rich tawny amber, and they stayglpthrough snow and gale.

Except along the south face of the building, wisd ifactor here. The grand view over the MinasrBasimes with a price
tag. Plants native to Mediterranean hillsides drenowell-adapted to drying winds but they needaybsoil, not the rich
silt loam native to the site. This wasn't a problemthe north side as the dining terraces weredaidubble. The chefs
wanted an area with perennial herbs anyway, souvglpbes of ‘Green Gem’ boxwood at the corners gladted lines of
lavender, sage, tarragon and thyme in narrow bexsd the terraces. All but a handful came thraigtr first winter well
in spite of having been planted late in the sealssuspect the use of pea stone mulch here (aaliltine other well-drained
planting areas) contributed to their survival.

On the south side, facing the parking lot, the beld®g the building and between concrete walkwaystained free-
draining backfill, as did the giant planter neae tentrance, built to conceal a flotilla of heat pucompressors. We
deliberately did not enrich the soil too much. Hagain we planted swathes of lavender, mainly ‘Bidc¢ this time
combined with a fine, airy grasSporobolus heterolepi®r Prairie dropseed. This grass was a bit ofrabigm because it
can be finicky but it established beautifully h@mecombination with another gamblEchinacea pallidaWilder-looking
and more delicate than the comntenpurpurea(let alone its bloated cultivard}, pallidais also more perennial. Even so,
it is best to plant it close to an edge. It doeapipreciate being leaned on. But oh, it is bedutifevery stage, from bud to
skeleton.

Any large-scale planting needs its stalwarts. Tég dne here iSalvia‘Caradonna’, chosen for its long blooming season
and reliability, as well as its dark green leaved apright habit. With a bit of dead-heading ivilrs from June to the end
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of October. The deep purple spikes of flowers aacket stems
combine beautifully with the grasses and lavendersvell as with
another stalwarfyepetadWalker’s Low’. A few David Austin roses,
notably ‘Munstead Wood' and ‘Sophies Choice’, addme

sumptuous crimson and rich raspberry pink. Latersamblooming
sub-shrubs Perovskia atriplicifolia and Caryopteris clandonensis,
" keep the show going.

Silver leaved plants from lamb’s ea&tachys olympicaHelen von
| Stein’ toEleagnus'Quicksilver, add sparkle, as do the sea hollies,
Eryngium planumand ‘Big Blue’. In the low-lying areas near the
entrance to the wine cellar, rosemary willd®alix eleagnostakes
over the role of lightening the plantings. The sasokur scheme
continues in the areas with richer, damper sdkrsicaria
amplexicauleFiretail’ anchors the scene, along whferonicastrum
‘virginicum ‘Lavender Spires’ and Ironweed,Vernonia
noveboracensisCamassia leichtilinii caeruleums the bulb of
choice here, being native to wet meadows. In laag Ehd June, the
% 1m. tall lavender blue flower spikes talk to thentiteds ofAllium

o aflatuense ‘Purple Sensation’ spread through the rest of the
plantings.

& The bulk of the ornamental planting happened in shemer of

% 2017. | was amazed (and relieved) the next yeandw well the

plants survived the winter, and how quickly thejabBshed. This

#54 was in large part thanks to care and assistandditsiayear from

August 16, 2018: Lavender 'Super Blue', rows of gragfnery workers, notably winemaker Josh Horton aisd¥ad. From

vines behind. the start, Mike and Jocelyn and | discussed théettge of finding

the right person to tend the garden. Wild-lookingngngs, where

self-sowing is encouraged, require skilled, attentnaintenance. It was great good luck that Lalt@ein, hired for the
retail side of the business, happened to havedutitiral experience, a good eye, and passion.

There were certainly lessons learned, notablylkaple will walk on, and vehicles drive over, pkatitat they judge to be
in their way. Those long strips dividing the parkiarea need better marked passages through thdnpoasibly a single
rail fence down the middle. Also, people with pgtsneed some shade to park in. On the whole these minor teething
problems. The winery blew past all its targetsrfombers of customers in its first year. To judgeh®ir comments, people
enjoyed the gardens as well as the wine. o

June 28, 2018: Eryng|um'B|g Blue Campanula poscharskyana June 28, 2018: Lavender 'Hidcote', Rose 'Munstead Wood'".
'‘Waterfall', Allium christophij Salvia Caradonna'.
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Establishment of a New Rhododendron Species Garden — the Vancouver Island Experience.
by Glen Jamieson, John Deniseger, Marilyn Dawson and Tony Ansdell

(Editor’s note: We would like to thank the autharsl the Journal of the American Rhododendron Spéietpermission to
reprint this article. Perhaps it will inspire soneé us to think about big, public-spirited projecthiat’'s something worth
encouraging in Atlantic Canada, as elsewhere. Abditps are by Glen Jamieson unless otherwise noted.)

The first Canadian rhododendron species garderjusadeen established on Vancouver Island, BC,wadhought it
would be useful to document our experiences so ttlhers considering the establishment of their ospecies
rhododendron gardens might benefit. Some of oultesiges were site-specific and parochial, but thexpected seems to
almost always occur, so how we overcame challengasstill be of interest to others.

Background

Vancouver Island is somewhat unique in the “rhoddden world”. It is home to five American Rhododeor Society
(ARS) chapters with a total of about 375 membelse Thapters, from south to north, are Victoria, {chan Valley,

Nanaimo, Mount Arrowsmith and North Island. Theg &cated in a relatively straight line 230 km (IdBies) long, about
45 km (28 miles) apart, so that Vancouver Islangdehaps one of the densest concentrations of atedichododendron
growers in the world. Members of the chapters aderextensively and collaborate in many ways, idiclg sharing
monthly speakers, assisting in plant propagatiod,the sequential scheduling of plant sales.

There are many rhododendron gardens on the istarigardening is a significant recreational agtifdr many people.
With this level of interest, and with rhododendrangarticular, the rhododendron species have adyugarnered more
attention amongst the more serious enthusiastsekteEwwhile there are many rhododendron speci#iseat/niversity of
Victoria’s Finnerty Gardens - a significant exampfethis trend - that garden is not focused arodnmiiodendronger se
and is primarily a show garden rather than an ddue garden. There are other noteworthy rhododendardens on the
mainland, but these involve more extensive trawelfdsry and automobile to the mainland of Britislol@nbia and
Washington state. They are great resources, futdistances and time involved mean that relatively Vancouver
Islanders visit them.

To address this issue, two keen island ARS memblansy Wright and Jim Greig, first discussed thesidf establishing a
rhododendron species garden on Vancouver Islad®@98. Milner Gardens & Woodland (MGW) in Qualicuredgh was
centrally located among Vancouver Island’s ARS obigpand had just been donated to Vancouver Islamidersity
(VIU). It was a potential location, but because ‘dlklationship with MGW was still in its infancgstablishment of such
a species garden, at that time, was both prematat@ot practical.

The idea was revived in 2008, and Geoff Ball, tee/ executive director of the MGW, was supportiu, lbefore the idea
could get off the ground, the 2008 decline in thoeldis economy occurred. The concept was again/ebehs a significant
amount of money would be needed to make the spgareen a reality. Timing is often everything!

In 2012, the Nanaimo chapter hosted the ARS Failv@ation. There were tours to the Milner Garden Waods (MGW),
and this again revived the idea among island AR®lpees, of creating a species garden at this latafibe initial
challenge was for ARS members first to raise $20jAGseed funds, which Vancouver Island Univerg§ityJ) would then
match. ARS District 1 (British Columbia) was sudgesto champion this effort, but it soon evolvetbia fund-raising
initiative of the five Vancouver Island chapterghin District 1. This amount was raised by the swenof 2014, with each
of the five Vancouver Island chapters contributiagtheir budgets and commitments permitted.

The next step was the establishment of a Memorarafudmderstanding that was legally sound and thiat dut the roles
and responsibilities for all parties. While timensaming, it aligned the various goals and objestiveeach group, and laid
the foundation for a partnership between VIU, MGl éhe five Vancouver Island ARS chapters, forfidtlire activities.
Out of this, the different organisational commisteend subcommittees were created. A Species Gawmlérory Group,
with representation from all Vancouver Island ARfpters, MGW and VIU, was created to provide guidamversight
and technical advice on an ongoing basis.

The Significance of a Rhododendron Species Garden

With many thousands of rhododendron hybrid culdvawvailable, there is little public awareness of tfiversity,
geographic distribution and beauty of the speci@hinvthe genusRhododendronExisting gardens showcase many
beautiful cultivars, which help promote rhododemdras desirable landscape plants, so it's faiskp ahy is it important
and relevant to have a garden dedicated exclusioelyododendron species?
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Members of the island ARS chapters believe it Srdéle to:

1) showcase the diversity of rhododendron speescate the public on their geographic origins,iaggire gardeners to
propagate both species and new cultivars;

2) provide a source of species for propagatiomasy serious gardeners desire rhododendron spkateare not sold in
commercial nurseries and are difficult to find,;

3) assist in species conservation by growing squeeiss that are either endangered or threatertae vild, and providing
a location for conserving and displaying them; and

4) encourage greater collaboration among island g&8eners by providing a common activity in whilcly all play a
part.

Significance of Milner Woodland Gardens to the Vanouver Island Rhododendron Community

Rhododendron nurseries began on Vancouver Islatiteitate 1800s, but it wasn’t until Ted and Mamei@ started their
nursery at Royston in 1934 that rhododendron prajpam on Vancouver Island really took off. Ray aRoha Milner

acquired their 28 ha (70 acre) seaside proper@ualicum Beach, 60 km (38 miles) south of Roysinr, 937, and they
began the earliest development of the garden. rtimfately Rina passed away in 1952, but more extervgork in the

garden portion of the estate was started in 19%4 BRBy's marriage to his second wife, Veronica.

By 1954, they had completed their design of a 41aacre) garden and had begun acquiring plants the Grieg’s at
Royston. By this time, Mary Greig had developea iatcontinental expert on the genus and had beocomef the early
North American hybridizers (she and her husban@ived an ARS Gold medal later in 1966). She wasiqudarly
interested in adding species to her collection, eloidined these from seed exchanges and plantscs@etr from many
locations. The Milners became close friends of M@rgig, and obtained many of their rhododendroomfthe Griegs,
until the Greigs closed their nursery in 1965. TWither Garden thus contained an extensive mix lafthhododendron
species and hybrids. By the late 1990s, many afethreere upwards of 40 years old and up to 6 md@f) high (Fig. 1).
These, along with an interesting mix of exotic tspecies, were surrounded by native coastal fonesstly Douglas-fir
(Pseudotsuga menzigsiind Red cedaiTfiuja plicatg.

When the Milner property was given to Vancouvearnsl University (VIU) in 1996, the property had matl into an
extensive rhododendron woodland, surrounding adigngtyle rambling “cottage” designed to includere features of a
Ceylonese tea plantation house (Fig. 2). The ptgpdead many unique features that made it partiguldesirable to
rhododendron gardeners: a central location ondlamd, an interesting history, a large existingddugndron collection
surrounded by a natural forest, great ocean viewlsaamild microclimate. Most importantly, with tipeoperty’s donation
to VIU, it had an owner that was maintaining thiee shrough its horticultural and volunteer prograttst wanted to
expand its educational potential, and that was keevork with local community organizations to amhe these objectives.

Milner Gardens & Woodland (MGW) is also supportadttee Milner Gardens and Woodland Society, whidkes funds

and provides VIU with advice. MGW is also supportad hundreds of local community volunteers who sissi the

maintenance and other garden activities: educaitiver,pretation and fund raising, garden and fikedliconstruction, and
plant propagation for sales.

__"‘-u
< T 6
Fig.1. Milner Garden Woodland (MGW) rhododendronstlie Fig. 2.The MGW English-style “cottage” with somaferes of a
spring. [Photo by Gus Thompson] Ceylonese tea plantation house.
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Establishment of the Rhododendron Species Garden

The Milner Gardens & Woodland was an ideal locafmra Vancouver Island rhododendron species gaSenvhat were
the steps that have made this a reality?

1) Fund Raising and Gifts in Kind
Obtaining financial support followed multiple patiys involving the Vancouver Island ARS chapters),VWWIGW, individual and
corporate donors. To date, donations from thadiead ARS chapters total over $40,000.00. Funds &igo been contributed directly
by Vancouver Island University (VIU). A grant fdapt purchase was awarded to the island chaplkrstively by the ARS. Private
donations, including naming rights, have broughtiore than $50,000. The estimated final cost ofytirden, excluding volunteer
labour contributed by ARS members, community velers, VIU staff and students, is projected to 20800 - $150,000.

Gifts in-kind have also been made by the island AdR8pters, particularly by the Nanaimo and Mountosmith
chapters, given their closer proximity to the gardehousands of volunteer hours, as well as adtraiige coordination
and financial coordination, have been contributeddte.

2) Garden site selection and layout design
A central, level 0.25 ha (0.63 acre) forested anidain MGW was selected for the species garden,thagrevious executive
director of Milner Gardens, Jim Cadwaladr, a rdticandscape Architect, volunteered to developntentandscape desigmo
bona The land was cleared of most of its forest tatereéoom for the rhododendrons, to let in sunlightheir growth and
survival, and to limit competition from trees suah western red cedar. Tree removal required agpirova the town, which
regulates heritage tree conservation, and open comation and transparency also minimized negatiugic feedback. The
challenge was to identify which trees needed tiethdor shade, and to allow the site to blend ithwhe rest of the garden. All
trees were inventoried, and the decision was nmadentove cedars, unhealthy trees, and alders. &veas made for each tree
that was to be saved, which included older grop#tisnens, trees on a nurse log, and some deadfenitées for birds such as
woodpeckers. The end result was that about 90¥#edfées were removed. Although there was conbetrsbme of those left
might later fall because of their exposure to graminter winds, none did. However, because of fiossibility, no
rhododendron planting occurred until after the fiviter following tree removal, which also allowtm further site preparation.

Using the initial garden design, a planting layewblved

}“‘ \\ featuring six geographic regions (Fig.3): North Aiva;
\\V/j/ Jfrﬂ\f\s\ Northeast Asia, Yunnan, Himalayas, Sichuan, andofgur
N ) (Southern Europe and the Middle East). Two aduttio
/) X@\ \ // categories were developed: species at risk in thld w
/) @g’%(ﬁ\}v@ i (vulnerable species) and “Milner Roots”, i.e. spsaised to
// s WP \ TR create the already existing hybrids in the MGW. Phents
A == / / i ; i
e s / (7 a ) Pl J . in these two categories were to be located in thgarden
oy // ( < " / sections identified by geographic region.
\ vu“w \\ HIMALAYAS ,////h\ /
‘\W/ g ‘\ﬁvr/“)\ \\ A /// / 3) Site Preparation _
) £ W | K o) After removal by hand of much of the debris froneetr

; / P / 7 AL
i Ty falling and stump removal, the site was levelledhiol
{ \ fere SICHUAN ///

. e opened up another issue. Coastal sites in westemth N
g 3‘%}@--‘//// P LT America have been inhabited by native First Napeople
/f i since the last ice age, with settlement sites &ffyiecndicated

by extensive clam shell deposits, termed “middefsimp
removal turned up clam shells. Provincial law thequired
that an archaeological survey be conducted to lestathe
site’s significance to the local First Nations. Fkelayed on-site physical activity for about siantins. VIU covered all of
the costs and expanded the survey to the entire My@perty, so that the issue could be dealt witmm@hensively. To
our relief, no significant artifacts were unearth&te survey had the added benefit of engagindotted First Nation and
involving them in the overall garden. However, id dnean that in some areas of the new garden, fes ldeeper than
about 35 cm (14 inches) could be dug in the spagaeden unless a trained monitor was present.lyRaraccommodate
this prohibition, while also improving soil structuand ensuring adequate drainage, the ground leasl raised
substantially. Fortunately, rhododendrons havel@valbot systems so no deeper holes were required.

Fig. 3. A map of the Greig Rhododendron Speciesi&ashowing
its “geographical” zones.

Raising the ground level required the addition et 460 M (600 cubic yds. /40 dump truck loads) of a spespdlmix.
Working with advice from the Rhododendron SpeciesaBic Garden (RSBG), we used a mixture of 75%smaand and
25% fish compost (a local product, consisting afaheposed cultured salmon parts mixed with wood <hipd then aged)
that was similar to what the RSBG uses, both ims$eof soil structure and nutrient analysis. Thetanx was spread over
the entire site to a depth of about 25 cm (twehahes).
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4) Irrigation
An automatic watering system was installed next, qmotes were obtained from local companies. Thenevall deemed too
costly, so the work was done over one month irsiieg by VIU'’s horticulture staff and studentsg ailner volunteers (Fig. 4).

5) Mulching

To provide more organic material for plant growtthhelp retain soil moisture, prevent weeds ankegp the roots cool, a
15-20 cm (6-8 inch) layer of mulch was spread alkthe planting beds, with care taken to keepntidch back from the
rhododendron trunks (Fig. 5). The mulch was pradiftee by a local tree service company from shréddmmings that
accrued during community tree removals. The mikarks in the mulch was unknown, but being in cd&B@ it largely
consisted of Douglas-fir, red aldehlfus rubrg, red cedar and Bigleaf maplader macrophyllum About 150 m (200
yds.)was delivered, which was then spread by hgnlunteer ARS chapter members over a periodreitimonths in the
fall, 2017, and the spring, 2018.

6) Rhododendron Species Selection and Planting

A subcommittee was established to assess whatespgould be most appropriate for the garden, ated iduch
discussion, the selection criteria determined wiarerder of importance:

1) Species hardy enough to survive on coastal Mamedsland,

2) Species from the six geographical areas tofresented in the garden,

3) Species endangered or threatened), and

4) Species that were in the genealogy of the hybiwdodendrons already well-established in Milnardans.

Given that we didn’t have the space to include epetential species, the list was then pared dawnindlude only the top
rated species that would thrive in our area. Adisabout 160 desirable species was created, amdsplvith documented
provenance confirming their species status, weea #ourced. Virtually all plants were obtained frtme Rhododendron
Species Foundation (RSF), either being purchasewjbuor donated by ARS members, with the lattens, still with
their RSF labelling, having been obtained overptexious decade from the RSF and then grown onivatp BC gardens.

The species garden, as presently designed, has &paabout 250 plants of differing sizes, withalocation of just one
plant of each species, in most cases. Howeverth®rendangered or threatened species, to impraie ¢hances of
survival within the collection, there was an allboa of least three plants of each species. Eightédethe twenty eight
vulnerable species selected as acceptable canglidtetee been planted in the garden as of June @@&8section above,
Rhododendron Species Selection and Planting).

By way of example, the table on page 24 of thiglartists all the endangered or threatened spegikexted for inclusion.
Listings of the all rhododendron species planneddoalready planted, are included in the ARS dalonline at: https://
www.arsoffice.org/protect1/users/online.asp.

Fig. 4. Installing the irrigation system. [Photo®goff Ball] Fig. 5. ARS volunteers spreading mulch from treeriing. [Photo
by John Deniseger]
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ig. -6. The plaﬁfiné of so]nen of fhé Iarger sbedimiodendrons. Fig.' 7. VS ading the newly planted, smaller rhodddems fom the
hot summer sun. [Photo by John Deniseger]

The first planting, of 100 rhododendrons includ@@relatively small ones obtained from the RSFua®d in the spring of
2017, with another 20 of the much larger specinudtained from private gardens, planted in thedafl017 (Fig. 6). How
the latter were dug up, moved and planted is desdrby Jamieson and Lightburn in a previous arfmié¢he ARS Journal
(see Vol. 72, No. 2).

The problem with planting in the spring is two-folrst, young plants may not have been exposedutth direct sunlight
in the nursery, and so their leaves may burn ifieaty planted in an open habitat. To counter #weings of weed cloth
were built around each plant to give them partiglde (Fig. 7). Second, southern coastal BC typidadls an extensive
summer drought, and in 2017 this extended from tamd-June to mid-September, with only a few militers (1/4 inch)
of rain falling during that period. Since the penfiance of the just-installed sprinkler system waknown, ARS chapter
members visited the garden three times per weadnsore that all plants were being sufficiently watieand protected
from excessive sun exposure. Only two of the 1@@tgldied, both were very small. Considering theeexity of the 2017
summer drought, we were happy with this result.

In spring 2018, an additional ten large rhododendioecies were planted, with another ten smallttplaeeled in for later
planting in the fall. In addition, various compamiplants and exotic tree species (see below) wedatedato the native trees
to provide more shade, and a more realistic nahaitat for each geographical zone.

7) Companion Plants

The companion planting to date has been focusadeoacquisition and installation of specimen tre€ghteen large trees
were planted in the spring of 2018, including CemenahoganyTona sinens)s Persian ironwoodParrotia persica,
Orangebark stewartigs{ewartia monodelphaEmpress treeRaulownia tomentogaMagnolia spp.Paperbark mapledcer
griseun), Himalayan birch Betula utilusvar. jacquemonti and the Chinese ParasM€lliodendron xylocarpuin These
were selected for their complimentary beauty arzédias large as possible to provide immediate shelds, and to
enhance the entire space. The garden is also ¢iateang planted with a large array of perennidsns and small shrubs
to add visual appeal, and to assist with weed obntiThis will begin in earnest in the fall of 2Q1&hen the rains
commence again.

8) Hard Structures

To link the species garden with the rest of thedgay an entrance portal was created through atingxisedge. This
included an impressive cedar gate which was dedjgnalt and installed by volunteers (Fig. 8), aves accompanied by a
stone wall and a fieldstone path that led intogheden. On Vancouver Island, we have a large ptipul of the native
black-tailed deer@docoileus hemionyswhich can do significant damage to the plantingfe garden. To keep them out,
a 2.5 m (eight foot) cedar lattice fence (Fig. @sveonstructed along the back of the species gakienstaff and ARS
chapter volunteers did this over the 2017/2018ewvint

A small speaker’s platform was constructed neargdielen entrance to be used by guides to addrassggtoups and
classes. Over the coming year, benches will be cadlilmughout the garden to provide rest placesvigitors. These
benches will also be available for “person dedarej” and their funding, which will be greater thheir cost, will assist
with the construction and maintenance of the garden
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Fig. 8. The entrance gate to the Greig Rhododen@pecies  Fig. 9. The garden fence constructed by ARS mentbegpsovide
Garden. privacy and to keep deer out.

9) Interpretation
A Milner staff member, Pam Murray, also a membethefNational Association of Park Interpreters, migh ARS chapter
representatives to develop appropriate interpretatignage for the garden. We have an opportuaitgdpire and educate
visitors to the garden about the tremendous diyedsithe genuskhododendronThe challenge was to first identify our
audience (not ARS members), and then to achiewxtafé education, while making the content botteriesting and
informative. An example of some signage used atldtcation ceremony described below, is showrign 10.

10) Dedication ceremony
On April 22, 2018, about 55 ARS members from alkfisland chapters (Fig. 11), their families, Fdenof Milner
Gardens, and First Nation, university and commulgaders, gathered together on a beautiful sungyfatathe official
dedication and opening of the Greig Rhododendraeci®p Garden in Milner Gardens and Woodland. Maewnbers of
the Greig family were also present, and it wasna ftulmination to all the planning and hard workttivent into this
beautiful new garden (Fig. 12). It was a true comityweffort!

THE GROUND IS BEING PREPARED...

Vancouver Island University’s Milner Gardens & Woodland and The
District 1 Vancouver Island chapters of the American Rhododendron
Society are excited to be partnering to create a Rhododendron Species
Garden in this area over the next few years.

FOR CONSERVATION

Preserving the old growth trees that were left after this arca was
logged years ago, this garden will highlight the tremendous diversity
found within the genus Rhododendron, while contributing to the
conservation of species threatened by habitat loss in the wild.

FOR EDUCATION

Featuring the parent species of many of the heritage hybrid rhododendrons
already here, the species garden will show visitors how plants in their home
gardens are related to wild species. It will also provide a valuable opportunity
for students from Vancouver Island University’s Horticulture Technician
program to understand how new hybrid species are developed.

RHODODENDRON
SPECIES GARDEN

FOR INSPIRATION

Imagine: A world of rhodedendrons from the slopes of the Himalayas,
the mountains of eastern Europe, and across North America, including
species only recently introduced to horticulture, all nestled into this
serene woodland setting.

Stay tuned to ﬁnd out how you can support this new ga'rdm.

o

»>
VANCOUVER IELr\:VD MILNER e ‘

UNIVERS T GARDENS & WOODLANS

Fig. 10. Interpretative material created to exptamgarden’s importance.
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The 28 vulnerable and endangered species selected inclusion in the species garden .

No. of plants |No of plants i Assigned Status
wanted garden June| Region
Species 2018 withip
species
garden
R. aberconwayi 3 Yunnan vulnerable
R. barbatum 3 Himalayas vulnerable
R. calllimorphum var. callimorphum 3 3 Himalayas vulnerable
R. catacosmum 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. chamaethomsonii var. chamaethomsd 3 Yunnan vulnerable
R. coelicum 3 Yunnan vulnerable
R. cyanocarpum 3 Yunnan vulnerable
R. elegantulum 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. erosum 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. griersonianum Yunnan endangered
R. habrotricum 3 1 Yunnan vulnerable
R. hanceanum Nanum group 3 3 Yunnan vulnerable
R. insigne 3 1 Sichuan vulnerable
R. kesangiae var. kesangiae 3 5 Himalayas vulnerable
R. makinoi 3 NE Asia vulnerable
R. niveum 3 1 Himalayas vulnerable
R. orbiculare subsp. orbiculare 3 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. pachysanthum 3 3 NE Asia vulnerable
R. platypodum 1 Sichuan endangered
R. pseudochrysanthum 3 3 NE Asia vulnerable
R. giaojiaense 3 2 Yunnan vulnerable
R. ririei 3 2 Sichuan vulnerable
R. sanguineum subsp. didymum 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. smirnowii 3 Europe vulnerable
R. souliei 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. tricanthum 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. williamsianum 3 Sichuan vulnerable
R. zaleucum 3 Yunnan vulnerable
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Fig.11. ARS members from the five Vancouver Islahdpters at  Fig.12. The newly established Grei
the garden’s dedication ceremony on April 22, 2018. Garden in July, 2018.
Lessons learned - Keys to success

The opportunity for ARS society members to paratgphands-on in the development of the Greig Rhemididbn Species
Garden allowed members to take ownership of thaiivie, and maintain their interest. This wasicait to its success, as
the project extends over a number of years.

The initiative needed a project manager, and tbtetifeat Geoff Ball, Milner’'s Executive Director,dk on that role, kept the
project on track and brought in essential resouatesitical times.

It was important to have many champions in the dawmer Island ARS chapters so that the workloadnmfay,
communication, and fundraising activities were sdar This ensured that commitments were met, atitusiasm was
maintained.

Chapter feedback occurred regularly: orally at megst through presentations, and via society neteste Good
communication was essential. Progress was celebaaté happened, creating and sustaining a pesitiementum as we
moved forward.

The Species Garden design and layout was not drematsolation. It was done in collaboration witie Milner Woodland
Garden as a whole, and taking into account otheeicuand future initiatives planned for the site.

The formation of an advisory committee with repreagon from all the Vancouver Island ARS chaptess key to
determining priorities, and the participation ofmi®ers on the subcommittees, according to theiraste, kept the project

going.
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. Adlasiiie The Atlantic Rhododendron &

L Horticultural Society (ARHS) &
& \2h R]loclodentlron & . .
Horbicnlbusal Sodety American Rhododendron Society

(ARS) District 12

www.atlanticrhodo.org
Join our Facebook pagewww.facebook.com/groups/340130989363045/

ARHS Annual Membership — September 2019 — August 20
Amount
Local Membership in ARHS (with e-mail newslettggfter Nov. 30add $10 late fee)  $20.00

OR: Combined Membership: ARHS/ARBRHS = $20; ARS = $54 ($40 US)) $74.00

Printed Newsletter mailed 3 times per year (b/vhwiblour front and back)additional $21.00

Associate Membership imdditional ARS Chapter (Must be member of ARS): $10.00

Chapter Name:

Total

If making payment by cheque, please complete tns fand return with cheque made payable to ARHS to:
Rebecca Lancaster, 22 Walton Drive, Halifax, NS B3N 1X7

Payment can also be made by etransfer or Paypélbiaticrhodo@gmail.com
If paying electronically, please completecapy of this form and return it as an email attachmemnt
arhsmembership@gmail.com

NEW MEMBERSHIP 0 RENEWALO (Please complete all information)

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

NAME:

E-MAIL:

ADDRESS:

POSTAL CODE: PHONE:

Are you willing to volunteer with the ARHS Board,ggrams and/or activities? Yes o
Volunteer interest: Sales o Garden Tours o PregraBoard o Gardens o Other
Are you interested in being mentored by an expegdrARHS member? Yes o

Are you interested in being a gardening mentor® &’d.ocation

Rhododendrons Down East in Nova Scotia: American Rhododendron Society 2021
Spring Conference

June 3,2021 - June 6,2021
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Positions of Responsibility

Officers and Directors of the Atlantic Rhododendron& Horticulture Society for 2018 -19

President:

Vice-President:

Secretary.

Treasurer:

Past President

Director, Communication:

Director, Education:

Director, Plant Material/ Horticulture:

Director, Social:

Director at Large and Membership Coordinator:
Director at Large & Tissue Culture Plant Sale:
Director , Social & Volunteer Coordinator:

Director at Large

John Brett

Jim Sharpe

Jean Henshall

Sandra Dumaresq
Sheila Stevenson
Unassigned

Bob Howard

Lynn Rotin

Lynn Rotin
Rebecca Lancaster
Dennis Crouse
Lynn Rotin

Syd Dumarsq

Other Positions of Responsibility

Newsletter Editorial Team:

Newsletter Layout

Website:

Library:

Coordinator, Seed Exchange:
Coordinator, Tissue Culture Plant Sale :
Coordinators, Members’ Pre-ordered Sale
Tech Support at Meetings:

Gardens Care Outreach:

John Brett, Bob Howard
Sterling Levy

Cora Swinamar

Bonie Conrad

Sharon Bryson

Dennis Crouse

Lynn Rotin

Ruth Jackson

Chris Hopgood

Administrator, Passionate Plants Person AwardsTrudy Campbell

Spring Garden Tour and Potluck
District 12 ARS Rep (American Rhodo Society):

Co-chair ARS 2021 Spring Convention

Co-chair ARS 2021 Spring Convention

Lynn Rotin & Sophie Bieger
John Brett

Jim Sharpe

Rebecca Lancaster

902-999-3292

902-425-6313

902-477-2933
902-275-3421

902 479-3740

902-532-0834

902-346-2018

902-346-2018

902-453-0251

902-826-7165

902-346-2018

902-275-3421

902-9292/902-532-0834

902-861-1176
902-826-7705
902-463-7582
902-863-6307
902-826-7165

902-346-2018
902-454-4681
902-479-0811

902-835 9389
902-346-2018/902-422-881

902-999-3292

902 425 6313
902 453 0251
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Photo Album = — Garden tour images from the fabulous ARS Spriagvéntion 2019, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, May 14-19. Photos by John Brett
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