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Society District 12. For benefits see www.rhododendborg
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cmhelleiner@ns.sympatico.Ca

Cover PhotoR. canadensg€Rhodora’). [Photo Sterling Levy]
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Calendar of Events

All ARHS meetings are held on the first Tuesdayth® month, from September to May, at 7:30 p.mhim t
Nova Scotia Museum Auditorium, 1747 Summer St. ifeba] unless otherwise noted. Paid parking is aidd
in the Museum lot. Friends, guests and anyonedsted in rhododendrons, azaleas or companion péaats
always welcome at meetings or events.

Saturday, April 22 Workshop, Coastal Queen’s Place. Separate mailing.
Saturday, April 29 Work Day at Kentville Research Station. Contact Chris Haqujo
Saturday, April 29 Members’ order pickup. See Special Notices in this issue.
Tuesday, May 2 7:30 p.m. May Meeting The Flowers of Mount Halla. Lloyd and

Barbara McLean have spent many years workigia. Lloyd will
show us the flowers he photographed on ttheawic mountain of the
Korean Island of Jeju.

Members’ Plant Sale See Special Notices
NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE. This meeting and sale wilbe held at LeMarchant-

St. Thomas School at the corner of Watt and Lelrchant Streets one block north of Coburg
road, three blocks west of Robie St.

Saturday May 13 Public Plant Sale at LeMarchantt. Thomas SchoolSee Special Notices.
Tuesday, June 06 6:30 Sharp. Special Tour of ifa Road. See Special Notices.
Saturday June 10. Garden Tours and Potluck.

Potluck Kings Tech, Kentville. See Special Notices

Please NoteSome members, who have environmental sensisiviie asking
their fellow members please to use no perfusested soaps, etc., on the days
or evenings of ARHS events, in order to minintieerisk of allergic reactions.

A very warm welcome to our new and returning ARH8nmmbers who have joined since the
February 2006 Newsletter

Marilyn Abramson Halifax Gail MacGee Lower Sackville
Helen & Ray Buckland Hammonds Plains Bill Mercier Chester

Karen Chabot Beaconsfield, QC Ruth Ann Moger Boutiliers Point
Sue Dexter Dartmouth Fazal Rahman Bridgewater
Gilbert Egamino Montague Gold Mines  Lindo & Christopher Tyler Halifax
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Special Notices

Tissue Culture Pickup

Tissue culture plants will be available for pickupSaturday April 8, 2006, at 2:30 p.m. at St. Andrews School, 6955
Bayers Road, Halifax. For more information contact Audrey Fralic atalit @excite.com.

Pickup for Members’ Advance Sale

Plants are to be picked up@atime Ct., Halifax onSaturday, April 29, 2006 betweeti0:00 am and 2:00 p.mSime Ct.
is in the Kingswood subdivision off Hammonds Plaikd. Take Kingswood Dr. (between Kearney Lake Rul Barmer
Clem's) to Brenda Dr. (the first street on the tigind follow it to the first left which is Sime (Plants are to be paid for
when they are picked up. Plants will not be shippldy plants not picked up on this date will beeoéfd for sale at the
public May Plant Sale.

Please note that the mark-up on these plants igmainFor this reason we are not able to provideeanty with plants.

Members’ Plant Sale
After the regular May meeting, Tuesday, May 2.

An annual event where members are invited to bpilagts to sell. These plants should be unusuattiesi that are not
commonly available. Please save any ordinary pfaterial you may have for our May 13 public funibirsg sale.

Note that this meeting and sale take pladeed¥larchant-St. Thomas Schoolgcorner ofLeMarchant and Watt Streets.
(6141 Watt Street).

Public May Plant Sale
Saturday May 13, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Le Marchant-St. Thomas School, 6141 Watt Street

This sale is one of our major fund-raisers anetlies heavily on donations from our members. Initimtdto the nursery
stock we bring in, we hope to have a good seledfdree and shrub seedlings and rooted cuttinggrmials, annuals, etc.
donated by you. Please keep the sale in mind firisgs when you are seed sowing, transplanting awalidg. Your
donations are greatly appreciated. Members angested to drop off any donations between 11:00AM 2100 noon.

Many varieties of rhodies that were not availablethe advance sale will be offered. They includ®. RBluenose’,
‘Landmark’, ‘Wren’, ‘Francesca’, ‘Haaga’, ‘Helsinkiniversity’, ‘Vinecrest’, ‘Mist Maiden’ and manytbers. Donors and
sale volunteers will be able to select two plamterpgo the sale opening. This witlot include nursery grown stock. Plants
must be selected, paid for, and taken to your Velacminimum of one hour prior to the sale openiflis rule will be
strictly enforced! No exceptions!

Plan to attend and bring your friends. This everdlivays popular and the line-up to get in is Uguahg. For the best
selection we recommend that you plan to arriveieyatthan the 1:00 p.m. opening time. While you waegting, a handout
with descriptions of the nursery stock will be dakle.

For more information contact, Duff & Donna Everg®@#2) 835-2506 or devers@eastlink.ca

Special Tour of Hall's Road
Tuesday, June 6, 6:30 p.m. sharp.

Because there has been an exceptionally good diuthis year, John Weagle will conduct a tour & thodos on Hall's
Road for us. Hall's Road is in Boulderwood, off #harcell’'s Cove Road. Please do not park on HRlad; leave your car
on the Purcell's Cove Road.

Watch your e-mail for any change in date.
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Special Notices

Garden Tours and Annual Potluck
Saturday, June 10

This year the tours will be in the Annapolis Valletiere there are some interesting and spectacartdegs.

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Wolfvillearea.

1. Rosaleen MacDonalgd 1261 Forest Hill Road, Gaspereau Mountain. Taieeoff Hwy. 101, follow the sign
Gaspereau Valley to the Shell Station, turn righthe hill, go approx 2 km. to a cross road. ForktRoad is on the
right. Many unusual plants, many raised from seed.

2. King and Ruth Butler, 185 Main St., Wolfville (next to Blomidon Inn)ast end of Wolfville. This garden was featured
in our February issue.

3. Wayne Phillips, Woodland Ave. Wolfville.Turn south from Main %it the Anglican Church onto Sherwood. Turn right
off Sherwood onto Woodland. This is close to KingflBr's in the east end of Wolfville.
We can eat a picnic lunch here; washroom facilities

4. The Moores 654 Main Street, Wolfville, near the western efdown. Rhodos, azaleas, troughs. Sculptures.

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Kentvillearea.
1. Kentville Research Station Open to the public all day.

2. Jamie Ellison 10 Klondyke Street, Kentville
4:30 to 6:00 p.m.

Don Craig and Sue Gunn’'sgarden. In Kentville drive past Cornwallis Inndatirn right, continue straight and over iron
bridge. Come to stop lights, go straight up théftoim there, pass the North End Grocery in undgf & mile, continue on,
you will see signs, go towards Cunard on route B&ks Ultramar garage and ¥4 mile past this crbs&lge over a creek,
go left at the warning lights on Lakewood road. tlare straight ahead, soon you will see a whitedéeand Dr. Craig’s
well kept property.

6:00 p.m. Annual Potluck at Kingste¢ Belcher Street, Kentville. Host Jamie Ellison.

Bring easy to eat food—appetizers, salads, coltedisdesserts. Please do not bring anything thaires heating; there are
no cooking facilities at Kingstec.

Nurseries to visit.

Blomidon Nursery, Greenwich (west end of Wolfville).

Gerry's Garden Centre, Centreville (Highway 359 from the centre of Kenijl

The Briar Patch, old Highway 1, Berwick

Springvale Nurseriesat Wheaton’s

Canning Daylily Gardens, 165 Pereau Road, Canning. (Take road to CanmagBlomidon Nurseries.)

Corrections to February Issue

The captions for some of the back page photos aeziglentally switched. The top two shouldReclegantulumandthe
one labeledR. elegantulumis R. thayerianum.Our apologies for the mix up
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ARHS Activities

It has been pointed out that we have many membatside the Halifax area who are not able to getntmy of our
meetings, some living as far away as New BrunswicNewfoundland or even farther. These membere lualy the
Newsletter for information about the ARHS; the Ni#ter, the Seed Exchange and, for members in tlatic Region,
the Tissue Culture Sale, are the only benefits tetyfrom the Society. We will print a brief infoation column on ARHS
activities in each future issue, hoping that thil$ fill some of the gap.

January. Jeff Bray, landscape architect for Halifax RegioWalnicipality, spoke about the Halifax Public Gande He
described the work that had been done repairingitio& pond, draining one area, restoring Horticaltidall (the small
brick building on the Spring Garden Road side ef @ardens) as a community building, and other strfugture projects.
After his talk many hard questions were addressddm by the members. Sheila Stevenson will comtittube our contact
with HRM regarding the Public Gardens.

February. Chris Hopgood and Ken Shannik gave an illustriidon their progress in developing Chris’s vetyaative garden.

After the talk Ken Shannik showed slides of som¢hefplants in the members’ plant sale. (Notectaions on the back
of the February Newsletter f&. elegantulunandR. thayerianunwere reversed.)

The auditorium at the Museum of Natural History waewded for this event and extra chairs had tdbtmught in.
However, this was permissible under the new firgulations. The executive have been consideringpttedlem of
overcrowding at the Museum for certain events, mag decide to hold exceptionally popular programeisswhere.

March. There were 78 members and guestfhis meeting; once again extra chairs were brbing
Jane Blackburn spoke about creating meadow gartdensesource list is printed elsewhere in this Bletter.
Captain Steele told us about the plans for a n@&étth Rhododendron Foundation Garden in Queen’sanGou

A surprise programme on Spring 2005 in the Wilgémasden was shown by Sharon Bryson; this skilfalvBr Point
presentation showed many of the Wilgenhofs’ seedarhodos in spectacular bloom.

The president, Penny Gael, read a warning abouplised bark mulch which may contain termites; thiss created from
trees downed in Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.

April. The meeting was too late to meet the newslettedlofea o

The Rhodora*
This poem, by the New England transcendentaligpiiRéfaldo Emerson (1803 — 1882), is printed hersgmcial request.

On being asked, Whence is the flower?

In May, when sea-winds pierced out solitudes,

| found the fresh Rhodora in the woods;
Spreading its leafless blooms in a damp nook,

To please the desert and the sluggish brook.

The purple petals, fallen in the pool,

Made the black water with their beauty gay;

Here might the red-bird come his plumes to cool,
And court the flower that cheapens his array.
Rhodora! If the sages ask thee why

This charm is wasted on the earth and sky,

Tell them, dear, that if eyes were made for seeing,
Then beauty is its own excuse for being:

Why thou wert there, O rival of the rose!

I never thought to ask, | never knew:

But, in my simple ignorance suppose

The self-same Power that brought me there brougint y

* Rhododendron canadense
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Plant Portraits

Glaucidium palmatum Taxonomically,Glaucidiumhas had a confused past. It was
originally placed in the Poppy Familipapaveraceaethen
into the ButtercupRanunculaceaeMore recently, it was
separated, along with the Peonies, into the Peamilfz,
Paeoniaceae A few years ago, taxonomists decided that
Glaucidumdidn't really fit comfortably in the Peony family,
and now has been placed into its own family,
Glaucidiaceae I'm sure the plant could care less!

As for my personal experience with this plant, kvgaven a
pot of three seedlings in 2000 by one of our local
Newfoundland Rock Garden Society members. Sheteaid
plant them as one as they resented disturbanceasl se
delighted to finally have one that | would do wheteshe
suggested! | planted them in deep, humus-richisail part
of my garden that only gets late afternoon sunidemtally

: = : . planted underMagnolia sieboldii and Chamaecyparis
Glaucidium palmatum{Photo Todd Boland] pisifera, both which also hail from Japan-China). The next
spring, the three plants reappeared along with ditiadal

It seems the choicest garden plants hail from Jap&hina  geedlings! Obviously, there were some ungerminaéetis
and that does indeed seem to hold true! They hastsf 5m the original sowing. In spring, 2002 | was ezded

spectacular rnododendrons, magnolias, maplesitstbard \yith a single lavender bloom. It fulfiled my every

to get_a more exotic-lookin_g plant th&xicentra spectabili_s expectation. In 2003 | had two lavender blooms ane
(bleeding heart)! For alpine and woodland enthtsjasyhite! | didn’t expect to luck into the rarer whiterm but
another choice Japanese plarlaucidium palmatum by then the plants were so intertwined that | dicbiére
, ) attempt to separate them. In 2005 | was rewardéu mime
I've seen and coveted this plant for many years>@ogle |ayender blooms and three white. The plant is almslip
search will reveal sites that describe this plamtaa“rare happy in its site and | have been delighted with it

Japanese woodlander”, “not easy to grow”, “onehefmost sarformance. Since then | have collected and gerteih

highly prized plants in horticulture”. Prices ranfyem $20 my own seed; quite easy if you sow them fresh aadd
US for the normal species to $60 US for the white!  hom outside for the winter.

Even the seeds sell for upwards of $4.79 US farlj0seeds.

. . . .. Glaucidiummay be difficult to buy locally and if available,
Glaucidium palmatunis native to northern Japan, pnmanlymay be pricey. However, they are reasonably easm fr

Hokkaido. There, it grows as a woodland plant imtage ggeq if you have patience. If you can find a semdtce
to sub-alpine forests. They emerge quite earlygnng, ihen | highly recommend you grow this fantastic

growing to 40 cm in height. Each stem producesiagfa \yqodlander quoted as being “one of the most higiiged
bright lime-green maple-like leaves. The 8 cm ditame plants in horticulture™

flowers are solitary with 4 petal-like sepals andease fluff
of yellow stamens in the centre. The overall efféct - Todd Boland

decidedly poppy-like, hence the common name horned

poppy. They flower locally from late May throughnéu Campanula chamissonis
The flowers are often somewhat small when they épen
but increase in size as they age. The standardurcigo

) : ) There are so many campanulas or bellflowers tlaat sure
mauve to lilac-purple but a pure white form als@sts

that all gardeners have at least a few in theiwdlobeds.
You may even have some that are trying to take guar

gardens. This little sweety is not going to run pamt on
you and does not appear to set copious quantitissenl as
some of the others do. In fact, the only way | hagen able
to spread it around has been by division.

Being a woodland plant, it thrives in moist, hurmic$ soil.

Both the RHS and AHS list it as hardy from zone, @& |

know gardeners in zone 4 who are successfully grguti

On the other hand, continental areas of zone 6H9have

difficulty with this plant since they prefer ratheold soils.
Ideally, the Pacific NW, Atlantic Canada and thariadiate
coastal areas of New England have the best sucuéss
this species.

Campanula chamissonisyn. C. pilosg C. dasyanthpis a
neat little crevice plant for the rock garden. Teaves are
mid green and grow not much more than 2-4 inchgh.hi
The bell-shaped flowers are held facing up on tstsaiff
stems just above the foliage and are maybe onel@mghon

May 2006 7



my plants. They are a light purple with a whiteotdr and
some white streaking on the petals. Mine flowemiid to
late June. | got them originally from Phyl Donnelbo it
may be one of the named hybrids. It has floweragheyear
although some years much better than others. lhsde
grow best where it is confined in a crevice of staor
concrete bricks in soil that is composed of apprately
one third each of loam, leaf mould and grit. I liall sun
and a little late afternoon shade, is very wellird but is
not allowed to become parched. Sometimes | gieeliitle
light feeding of compost or leaf mould scratchetb ithe
rather gritty soil. An occasional light feeding itiquid
fertilizer would probably be okay too after it hbeen in
place for a few years.

Campanula chamissonis a delightful little plant for the
rock garden or trough but may be a little too vage to
trust in a trough with other more precious slowvgray

alpines. It looks lovely smothered in bloom and ntiaat
you to some modest late summer reblooming.

- Roslyn Duffus

Pulsatilla vulgaris

mature so it is best to start with small plants deave
undisturbed. | have had self seeding from my oafpiants
and, because they are a little slow to grow inrtHiest
couple of years, have often only found them in ldsn
when they came into flower as still quite smallnéa This
can be avoided if you deadhead before the seedhipads

There is a pulsatilla native to North Ameridaulsatilla
patens is, | believe, known as the prairie crocus in
Manitoba. Some of the other species are a littleremo
demanding and a bit more of a challenge to growyever,
P. vulgarisshould do well for everybody.

- Roslyn Duffus

Clematis macropetala

| love the various members of the geitilsmatisand have
many in my garden. With the right selections, yan bave
clematis species flowering from May to October. $omill

even give you flowers on the previous season’s graw
the spring and then a second flowering on the atrre
season’s growth in the fall.

| have a particular fondness for the small flowevadeties

Pulsatilla vulgarisor pasque flower is a plant that is welthat seem more closely related to the speciestti@nlarge

worth having in the garden. Originating in Eurofiejs
quite easy in this part of the world. Floweringdalplace in
May and is extended over a few weeks. This is Vadid by
a period of time when the fluffy seedheads makeeqai
nice show themselves. The flowers are generallgvaly
amethyst shade of purple and are covered with ddvaing
and the foliage is finely dissected. There are iagbof
white or reddish tones. There are also hybrids wwithre
deeply cut foliage and flowers with more petalsnttibe
species. The plant in flower will not be much ot%drinches
high and stays as a neat clump.

| have found the plants to be very long lived ie tharden
placed in full sun and in fertile but very well dred soil. |
cut back the dead foliage in the spring and togglwith a
little compost. These plants do not like to be ntbwehen

Pulsatilla vulgarisseed heads. [Photo Roslyn Duffus]
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flowered hybrid cousins. | am particularly happythwsome
| have grown from seed;. macropetalébeing one of them.
This plant came from a seed lot that originatedhaihybrid
C. macropetaldMaidwell Hall’ and | don't know how close
to its parent my plant is. It is an early bloonferwering on
last season’s growth in late May or early Jungriiing is
done, it should be done immediately after flowerimgrder
to allow good growth through the summer; this wékult in
good flowering the following spring. According tdet
Reader's DigesEncyclopedia of Garden Plant$lowers
appear semi-double, having four long sepals witbrtehn
petaloid stamens within; the outer stamens are dhethe
inner ones cream." This is a pretty good descriptb my
plant.

Every spring, as the garden is coming back to lifgve to
remind myself to leave the vine strictly alone. Ethough
the stems look shredded and dead at first, thegllyscome
into terrific growth and flower beautifully. Theait should

be placed as recommended, in good humus rich, well

drained soil with a little lime added. Compost sraround
the base in spring is helpful and a little moredfag could
be done after flowering. The seed heads are ttteao the
garden after the flowers have faded and last vmdi the
summer. | have planted some of the seed from my plad
had one seedling produce pure white flowers. éf¢hhad
been room to plant more, who knows what other asldu
might have got.

- Roslyn Duffus



Rhodos Sent Far and Wide

By Donald Craig

Members may have read in tlemerican Rhododendron an attempt to spread rhododendrons further into our
Society JournalVolume 59, Number 1, Winter 2005, thenorthern climate; we had some success and thietierb
article “Fifty Years of Testing and Breeding Rhodadrons than not attempting to expose others to the betnattywe

in Nova Scotia”. If so, you will know that we ateth were enjoying at Kentville.

Kentville research station felt comfortable enoughhold

an open house on the®6f June 1967, some 15 years afteDistributions (1969 to 1982) of Kentville Resea@tation
having made the initial rhododendron and azaleatiplgs rhododendrons and azaleas cultivars, seedlingtamieand

at the Kentville Station. species.

We knew very little about the culture of rhododemdratthe 1. 1969 Digby Pines Hotel
time of making the decision to initiate a breedamgl testing
programme. In time it became obvious that the raiogne
was progressing very well and therefore an “openséo
concept” was in order — to this day the traditiaeg on — . .
thousands of people have enjoyed the rhododendaotinys 2. 1.969 Ke_m(_: Lodge, '”90”'5“_ Cape Breton
on Rhododendron Sundays in early June. A shipment similar to the Digby Pines one above.

174 plants including 16 species and 17 seedlirgciehs
from theR. smirnowiix ‘Dr. H.C. Dresselhuys’ cross.

It was also at the time of the first rhodo Sundbgttit 3. 1969 Ray Forrester, Vineland Station, Ontao
occurred to me that we should share our surplusitplg plants each of ®R. smirnowiix ‘Dr. H.C. Dresselhuys’
material with interested participants. My records X969 to  seedling selections.

1982 show 23 groups received surplus rhododendnoh a

azalea species, cultivars and seedling selectimma the 4, 1970 Leslie Hancock, Woodland Nurseries
Kentville programme. | could not duplicate the feaif Mississauga, Ontario

Johnny Appleseed but | must have had him in minchust
admit that the dispersal motivation really camenfrony
desire to spread the good news. In any case, thEusu
plants were widely circulated for viewers to enjoy.

3 plants ofR. fortuneix R. smirnowiicross, 3 plants dR.
smirnowiix ‘Dr. H.C. Dresselhuys’ (seedling selections???)

5. 1971 Research Station, Fredericton, NB

I will not detail all 23 surplus plant recipients. short list 4 plants each of azaleas ‘Golden Dream’ and ‘Kriaphi

will express the distribution spectrum. White’, 4 plants each of ‘Dr. H.C.Dresselhuyssmirnowii
seedling selections, 2 plants®f fortuneix R. smirnowii, 2

In 1969 a flat-bed truckload was delivered to thighl Pines ‘Nova Zembla'.

Hotel as well as a similar shipment to the Keltaxge Hotel,

Ingonish. Most of the plants in the shipments wimm 6. 1974 Research Station, Fredericton, NB

crosses made in 1958 ‘betwd,éhododendron smirnoniR. 1 plant each of ‘Roseum Elegans’, ‘Boursault, ‘@ab,

catawbiensevar. album ‘Glass (aka.(:_atalgla}) ani. Dr_. ‘Fundy’, ‘Catawbiense Album’ and ‘Ramapo’.

H.C. Dresselhuys’. The 527 seedlings lined out m a

unprotected field plot had flowered well and gromeil. 7. 1975 Research Station, Fredericton, NB

. ) _ 17 rhododendron cultivars and 20 Knaphill azaleas
The Fredericton Research Station and the Vineland

Horticultural Station received plants in 1969, 197974, 8. 1975 Richard Morton. Department of Agricultue
1975 and 1976. The Department of Forestry, St.'3phnp, ‘" \g  Dep ) '

Newfoundland was also a recipient. In 1975 andr |ade

large number of plants went to the Department &2 plants of 14 rhodo cultivars, 71 plants of 15ajhill
Agriculture at Truro, Nova Scotia. In 1982 the Apols 2Za/€as, 17 plants -R. calendulaceun® R. mucronulatum

Royal Historic Gardens received a 32 plant coltectof SR. japoni_cumand 5R. russatum Note: these plants were
Knaphill deciduous azalea cultivars. In 1982 themier [OF 3 testsites.

RSCAR Species Garden received a collection of sgeci ,
that had been growing in the Kentville Nursery. 9. 1975 Walter Schmalscheidt, West Germany

9 cuttings — 3 ‘Acadia’, 3 ‘Bellefontaine’, 3 ‘Fupd
We now know that some of the plantings performell (geg.
Fredericton) and others not so well. There was Vigilp ~ 10. 1976 Research Station, Fredericton, NB
feedback from the recipients to the Kentville Smatiln Plants of Knaphill azaleas, 12 ‘Gallipoli Red’,@ld Gold’,
fairness to the recipients we did not have theuests to 4 ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’, 4 ‘Fireball’ and 8 ‘Gibraita
directly assist them. We take solace in the faat #e made

May 2006 9



11. 1976 Montréal Botanic Gardens ‘Bellefontaine’, ‘Gabriel’, ‘Cornwallis’ (as ‘Acadi’),

Plants of rhododendron selections KRS71-11, KRSz1-2Fundy’ (as ‘Evangeline’), and ‘Grand Pré’.
KRS72-01, KRS72-04, KRS73-06, KRS74-02, ‘Fundy’

and ‘Bellefontaine’. 18. 1980 Austin Kenell, ARS, Middle Atlantic Clapter
6 cuttings each of ‘Bellefontaine’, ‘Fundy’, ‘Minddaid’,
12. 1976 Research Station, Charlottetown, PEI ‘Grand Pré’ and ‘Acadia’.

Knaphill azaleas — 1 ‘Fawley’, 3 ‘Gold Flake, 3 tDjold’,

1 ‘Corneille’, 1 ‘Sylphides’. Rhodos — 2 ‘King Tyt2 19. 1982 D.M. Bezzant, Spruce Arbor Ltd, SusseNB

‘PIM’, 2 R. catawbiense‘Roseum’, 1 R. fortunei x 10 rhododendron cultivars, 39 plants, 3 selectedls®&ys,

smirnowit cuttings from 12 rhododendron cultivars, cuttings 5
KRS selected seedlings.

13. 1976 R.J. Traverse, Department of Forestignd

Department of Agriculture, St. John’s 20. 1982 Nappan Experimental Farm

26 cuttings from 7 rhododendron cultivars. 9 rhododendron plants, KRS seedling selections.

14. 1977 Research Station, Charlottetown, PEI 21. 1982 Town of Wolfville, NS

27 plants of 11 Knaphill azalea plants. 5 large azalea seedling plants.

15. 1978 Allied Nurseries, Windsor, Ontario 22. 1982 Annapolis Historic Gardens

30 cuttings from 5 Kentville cultivars A 32 plant collection of 22 Knaphill azalea cultiga

16. 1978 Morii Nurseries, Ontario 23. 1982 ViaR. Steele for the RSCAR Speciesden

Plants — 3 “Acadia’, 1 ‘Fundy’, 1 ‘Gabriel’. Cuttys - 6 3 R. metternichi{Suzuki), 7R. brachycarpun(Suzuki), 5
‘Grand Pré’, 6 ‘Bellefontaine’, 6 ‘Cornwallis’, undy’, 6  R. yakushimanurtBuzuki), 3R. metternichiiv. brevifolium

‘Gabriel’. 6 R. metternichiv. hondoense2 R.metternichiiv.
micranthum 1 R. brachycarpunfcreeping form), R.
17. 1978 Al Smith, Vineland Horticultural Staton makinoj 10R. fortunei'Lu Shan’. =©

5 KRS selected seedlings plus rhododendron cudtivar

The Birds and the Bees

By Norman Todd

Reprinted from the Newsletter of the Victoria Rhadkendron Society

At the American Rhododendron Society conventiord liel hybridizing efforts. A hybrid from Cox or Berg idnaost
Victoria this last spring two of the world's greatalways worth growing. Cox is the creator of a sergd
rhododendron gurus participated in a short butiigmt hybrids of small stature to which he gave the namwies
ritual. Peter Cox, plant explorer, author, hybréizhad birds. Berg’s most well known hybrids contain & in
traveled from the UK to present the Royal Hortiatdl their bonnet. There are more Birds than there asesB
Society’s Loder Rhododendron Cup to Warren Berg &everal of these plants have been around for atfpyears
Washington State, plant explorer and hybridizer. but it is not easy to find commercial sources fome of
them. They are more easily available in British sevies
Both men have made outstanding contributions to thiean they are in British Columbia and consequeaittyseen
knowledge of the Asian flora and to the cultivatmmAsian in more gardens over there. | recall admiring saivef the
plants in Western gardens. For many gardeners fhas Birds in a plot that was probably not more than $6Qare
creation of new hybrid rhododendrons that ensuhedr t feet behind the iron railing of a Georgian terraogise on a
lasting renown. For a hybrid to be a success ittnmgs busy street in the centre of Glasgow. It was afaktribute
significantly better or markedly different from ifmrents. to Peter Cox’s efforts.
There are now in excess of 30,000 registered rhemfirdn
hybrids. It is probably safe to say that a mere 18f%hat Here are the names of the Birds* known to me, ‘fChiff’,
number meets these two criteria. ‘Chikor’, ‘Curlew’, ‘Egret’, ‘Eider’, ‘Grouse’, ‘Merganser’,
‘ Phalarope’, ‘Pipit’ (a natural hybrid), ‘Razorbjl‘'Snipe’,
Both Cox and Berg have demonstrated a ruthlessisgin  ‘Wigeon’ and ‘Wren’. These are all lepidote rhododeons,
the protracted assessment of the new progeny af thiee. the undersides of the leaves and often othes pf the
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plants have scales. Whether a rhododendron hasssoal My personal favourite is ‘Razorbill’. Peter Cox tas$ that

not is an important factor in determining its badtah
classification. Berg's Bees are comprised of batbidote
and elepidote rhododendrons.
Bees that | know, ‘Ginny Gee’, ‘Golden Bee’, ‘HonBge’,
‘Jan Bee’, ‘King Bee’, ‘Patty Bee’, ‘Too Bee’, ‘Waa Bee’
and ‘Wee Bee'. | grow a plant called ‘Queen Beewbver,
| suspect someone preferred the title Queen to Kimaybe
an ardent feminist) because the ‘Queen’ and thagKare
to my eye identical. Furthermore, the name ‘Queer’Bs
officially given to a plant that was registered agother
hybridizer in 1962 and | am sure that Warren Beaub

this is a chance seedling gpinuliferum Imagine being so
fortunate as unexpectedly discovering such a treaSthe

Here are the naméieof flowers on ‘Razorbill are most unusual being ugirfa

tubes of rosy pink grouped in sizeable clusterseyThare
produced in profusion in March.

Cox’s most famous dwarf is probably ‘Curlew’. Thisn
the Cory Cup at the Royal Horticultural Society foe best
hybrid of any genus (19807?). It has proportionatetyy
large flowers for the size of the leaf. It is susprgly robust
given the miffiness of both parentdudlowii and

nor endorse a name, even in a casual way, which wtcherianum | have seen the first parent only at the Cox

already taken.

nursery and brought back two plants to VictoriaeQgave
to a much better grower than | but neither of us akle to

A small area would accommodate all of the above dor satisfy its temperamental needs. ‘Curlew’s’ flowere a

period of say 20 years. If my memory is correer¢his a
bank in the Cox garden/nursery at Glendoick, Sodthaith
some, or maybe all, of the original Birds and sarh¢éhese
plants are now taller than a human. | have a mgafiEgret’
that is over 30 years old and it is almost shouldsight.
Albert de Mezey, of local horticultural fame, anetently

bright yellow with deeper shading and greenish hrow
spotting. Its bark is attractive and it has a sohswopen
but interesting architecture. It does not like a@ bite and
resents too much fertilizer.

‘Chikor’ is a tiny bushy plant with soft yellow flgers in

deceased at the age of 102, once advised me “Tw grprofusion — if well grown. This is one plant thartainly
rhododendrons one needs a physical age of 30 andlaes better in the cooler Scottish summers. Gardemko
longevity of 300.” This is true but one also neadgarden like the challenge of growing the higher elevatiésiatic

that is ever expanding as the darn things can beaurie
big during that period of time.

It is always satisfying to give one’s prejudicedripns an
airing, so | offer some comments on the worthirefssome
of these plants. In this age of governance by opirgoll
one cannot ignore the preference of the buyingipuibhe

primulas will enjoy ‘Chikor’. Chikor is a partridgéke
Asian bird.

| really like Berg’'s ‘Wee Bee'. It is very similaio ‘Too
Bee’ being a sister seedling. Warren tried to tegig as
‘Not Too Bee’ but evidently this was not allowedherl
flower buds of ‘Wee Bee’ are of quite a dark huzme call

winner is without doubt ‘Patty Bee’. ‘Patty Bee’ascross the colour turkey red. They open to a rose pinktloa
betweenkeiskei‘Yaku Fairy’ andfletcherianum.It passes outside and pale yellow on the inside. If | hadcgpfor only
the test of being better than either parent in dveone plant | would choose ‘Wee Bee' over ‘Ginny Gee’
characteristics — although | would not like to béhaut Thank goodness they are dwarfs so this seldom besa@m
either. ‘Patty Bee’ is more floriferous and relialdo from gut wrenching decision.

an early age; it is easier to please; the yellowdrs are of

deeper intensity and of greater substance. Givemelh Most of these plants are describeddreer’s Guidebook to
drained but never dry, fairly open location, it Milburish  Available Rhododendronsthird edition. This book is
and not outgrow a 75 cm. space for many years.riiimeer- recommended as an inexpensive reference. Howelver, t
up in the sales department is ‘Ginny Gee’. | caarhtbe best reference is to see thrifty plants in a lgzaiden. The
protests already; “This is not a Bee”. Warren Bergasy ones pay their rent every month; the morecditf
introduced both hybrids about the same time (1970s)ones boost the ego and give a muted reward when a
suspect he had not settled on a line of Bees atitha and whimsical name like ‘Too Bee’ or ‘Wanna Bee’ rofisbtly
perhaps now he wishes he had perfect continuityt Boff the tongue of a showing off gardener.

perhaps not: ‘Ginny Gee’ is clearly a commemoratigene

and for that reason is cherished both by Warren thed

chosen honouree. It grows in the same fashion agy'P * Some of these hybrids are probably not hardy flamic
Bee'. Its leaves are not so glossy and the floveeespale Canada. See the article “Lepidotes and the Cox idghn
pink and white. They both bloom in April. Having df Nova Scotia” by John Weagle iAtlanticRhodo,Vol.27,
narcissus or other bulbs as companions solaces te.1l, February 2003. o

sensibilities, even of those with acutely refinastés.
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Transformation

By Chris Hopgood

It was in 1996, back in that other millennium, thatought
the property near the Dingle. It was not in thetbeafs
condition: the driveway was disintegrating, theraswno
real garden, just remnants of an old rock garded, the
house itself was in need of major renovations.

Planting
After that came the planting of the shrubs and mpaeds
around the house, the plantings at the lower pgrkirea
and the berm. This stage took most of Ken's 1997
summer.Plantings of rhodos ‘Wyandanch Pink’ andstMi
Maiden’, ‘Crete’ and ‘Ken Janeck’ were made at daest

I had known of John Weagle and one of my friendsylP side of the lower parking lot area. Ken also usexennials

Collins, had said that John was an expert with nctda

such asHeuchera‘Chocolate Ruffles’, ‘Stormy Seas’ and

rhododendrons and azaleas. As a child | was alwalys cristata, Lychnis chalcedonicaMaltese Cross’, pinks,
fascinated by how rhododendrons stayed evergreengdu and lungwort.

the winters, and when it got really cold curledag@inst the
cold. And, since | am a golfer, | always watch Masters
Golf Tournament from Augusta Georgia in April, waehe
display of azaleas is amazing. | thought that teveget in

On the road side of the parking area dwarf variegjat
bambooArundinaria viride-striata was planted, to provide
good colour in this difficult area. In the area abahe road

touch with John and see what he might recommenrith Jdtself, Ken planted bearberry, English ivjlagnolia x

told me about Ken Shannik, who was a landscapecgard
and thus | asked Ken if he would like to undertake
project. Ken said yes, and | thought as time wherthat
perhaps he really didn't know what he was gettirtg,iand
| am sure that he spilled a few words in vain abibg
project.

The lot is about 100 feet wide on the street aigh#y less
at the rear. It goes back about 300 feet, so twaeample
room and the property had good potential. Fromrttaén
road, the elevation rises about five feet or moréhe lower
parking area and lower garden area, then you asmtup
the driveway where there is a berm on the right @mdhe
left an original large Pfitzer juniper, with a spesloping
area that used to be a rock garden. The secondptre
garden is the area around the house that was metoped
at all as far as a garden was concerned. The phirdof the
property is the upper area that is in back of thesk. This
is slightly higher than the area around the hoasd, at the
time of purchase was mainly woods with a bog area.

Planning

Soon after the purchase of the property, the shoalke was
enlarged by about one third of its square footdpet of
that job involved excavating for the basement, artht

came out of the excavation was about 80% rock baddst
was earth. In planning, Ken Shannik prepared plentgg

stages for the landscaping and construction ofgémelen.
The first stage was the lower area, started irsthemer of
1997. This involved a massive job of getting ridath the

grass that had grown in to the old front bank, #redwest
side of the driveway, the berm area. Then thers thae

building of the dry walls, using the stone that vaagy up
from the excavation for the new addition to the deuAlso
constructed were railway tie steps going from thppeanr

parking area to the walkway to the entrance ofhitese, as
well as the construction of the flagstone walk frahe

railway tie steps to the steps at the front dodragice.
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loebneri ‘Leonard Messel'’ andR. carolinianum The
carolinianumhas proved to be an excellent choice, because
this area beside the roadway can be quite dry, thied
species has done very well considering the condittbere.

The west side of the driveway, the berm area, viffisudt

as well, as this garden receives a good deal aof Isumas
quite dry because of the raised berm and the deyew
Some of the plants used there were bearberry, gdhise
cypress, broom, globe thistle, red hot poker, ldeen
creeping Norway spruce, prickly pear cactus, junipe
‘Nana’, Lithodora diffusa ‘Heavenly Blue’ andGenista
pillosa ‘Vancouver Gold'. The plant that has been a very
pleasant surprise was the ‘Vancouver Gold’; theee six
specimens of it, and recently another three wergecd
What a show they provide, completely covered irloyel
bloom in late May and early June! The creeping Norw
spruce, and the juniper Nana have also enjoyedr thei
residence on the berm.

-y

M A /
The Hopgoo

d Garden. [Photo Chris Hopgood]
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R. ‘Mist Maiden’. [Photo Chris Hopgood]

Springtime Show
At the back of the house, Ken built a deck, andacatimber
of trees in the wooded area, as well as sodding cued

seeding the existing lawn. This area beside thesdouGreat

needed a great deal of attention, as the plan evasovide

Natural Bog
The third part of the garden is the upper areayavtieere is
a bog, and a natural woodland area. The work is dnéa
was started in 1998. First a path had to be briltired the
bog area, and the rock left over from the excawatio
provided the material for this project. Then a aiac walk
was built around the bog, with a little footbridgeer the
natural draining ditch area. A number of trees waleen
down, and the mulch from the branches (the wood auts
and stacked for firewood) was used to provide a sof
medium over the rocky foot path, so being econointba
by-products of the excavation and the tree felligge used
to do the job. This area is very natural; there arany
natural Cypripedium acaule(ladies slippers), as well as
Osmundacinnamomedcinnamon ferns)Amelanchier (our
native Indian pear)Gaultheria procumbengwintergreen),
blueberry and moss and lichens on and around theitgr
rocks. A number of rhodos were planted among tbestr
such as ‘Dora Amateis’, carolinianum,
‘Bellefontaine’ (which is coming along very welldeed),
Eastern’, ‘Pohjola’s Daughter’, ‘Sumatra’,
‘Sunsheen’, ‘Calsap’ and others. A few deciduoualeas

for a very impressive springtime show. The eff@eist was such as ‘Homebush’, ‘Klondyke’ and ‘Cheerful Giantére
worthwhile. On the east side of the house there gpéanted; some have done fine, others have had wildad
numerous evergreen azaleas planted in the bordertme perhaps should be moved to full sunlight. Hostashsas
the adjoining property. This area has been named Tsieboldii,and others, and bearberry, mayapplieca minor

Azalea Walk, with such varieties as ‘Hino Red’, d6ty’,

‘Kathleen’, ‘Komo Kulshan’, ‘Lady Louise’,
‘Stewartstonian’, ‘Wintergreen’, ‘Wombat’, ‘Elsie de’,

‘Flat White’, ‘Wendy’s Panda-Like’, and ‘Wendy’'s Wa
Plant’. They all have made a home there.

This area also has a few rhodos: ‘Manitou’, ‘Lidgel
Redshield’, ‘Scarlet Romance’, ‘Teddy Bear’, ‘Aphfist’,
and last but not least, ‘Mist Maiden'. ‘Teddy Be#obks
very, very healthy, but has yet to produce blooethpps it
needs some Mozart at a full moon.

Also planted in the area around the house are aotber
plants that provide enjoyment, such Rigris ‘Brouwer’s
Beauty’, which provides a lot of beauty during veintwith
its orangey red buds waiting patiently for sprirajso
Daphne x burkwoodiiCarol Mackie’, andCornus kousav.
chinensisChina Girl'.

Perennial Garden

and lowbush cranberry, have mixed in well with ttagive
plant varieties.

The bog was an area of real potential, and Kenghbit
would be a good idea to try@unneraas a main focus of
interest, and with winter protection it has beereato
flourish there. Some of the other plants used were
Lysichiton americanum(skunk cabbage), andelleborus
hybridus (Lenten rose)Caltha palustrugmarsh marigold),
Arisaema triphyllum (Jack in the Pulpit), as well as
bearberry, lily of the valley and others.

In 1999 further plantings of rhododendrons, azalaad
magnolias were completed, and in 2000, a wireigrédihce
on the west side of the property was built by Mnagnik,
and further plantings were made.

Since that time, there have been no major projeciy, the
ongoing maintenance of what is becoming a very tifeu
property. Not to say there have not been anyairts: the

A perennial garden was planted next to the housd, adeer come about the second week of May and eatilips,

provides good cover through the planting of numeitastas,
such as ‘Patriot’, ‘Invincible’, ‘Bressingham Bluand other
plants such as Oriental popgyis cristata, Iris sibirica, and

others. Also a few late blooming plants for effacthe fall

were planted, such asCimicifuga racemosa
‘Atropurpurea’( Black Snakeroot), a few dwarf Asteand a
few other items. For very early colour, Ken plansome
hellebores: the Lenten rose, Corsican Helleborejstiias

rose, and others. That kept Mr. Shannik busy fer yaar
1997!

so these bulbs are not planted anymore; thereaagsdl that

| get in late June on the evergreen azaleas, thatld love

to know how to get rid of. There are also theamts of my
own making, like the plant sales, and the tissutuisales
that continue to wreak havoc on my garden. It sethat |
have become a rhodo freak, and can’'t stop buyirgg th
plants, even though this place is getting fullie brim.

We hope that with another ten years of growth, plaig of
Halifax, like Boulderwood, may be something to seeing
late May and June. o
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Story of a Tissue Culture...Before | knew Audrey Fralic

By Carley Agnew

R. ‘Morgenrot’, a Hachman hybrid is a cross betweemnd now where to plant it? Our acreage was jusbdso

degronianum ssp yakushimanum 'Koichiro Wada' and
‘Spitfire’. The flower, while considered predomirignred,

is a strong purplish red ruffle that shades to le parplish
pink in the throat with a dark red blotch on theas#d lobe
reflecting the colours of a beautiful sunrise fohieh

‘Morgenrot’ (Morning Red) is named. The flowerapenly

funnel-shaped, 1 3/4" to 2 3/8" across, held inaartrusses
of 16-18 flowers, very large relative to the siZel® plant.
The foliage is elliptic, dark green with light incentum.
The plant habit is round and compact, reachinged ifeten
years. It blooms in midseason and is rated hard21G.

| first met my ‘Morgenrot’ as a little tissue cuteuabout 3
inches high at one of the first Canada Blooms shdwsd

no idea what the bloom looked like, nor who Hachmas.

Never having seen “baby” rhodos before, | thoudieyt
were charming. Needless to say the plants weresirbssed
in the dry atmosphere of the convention hall wittdireds
of people poking at them. | took the little thingrhe in a
blizzard and gently placed it on a south facingdeiv sill in

full sun! It didn’t enjoy the best of living conéins in a hot
and dry house, but | did move it around, in and a@futhe

sun, depending on how terribly sad it looked.

Come spring, it was still alive, and outside it welndid
keep it in shade for a couple of days but that wase a
time stall while | looked for a suitable place ipacked city
garden for where to plant it. Spending the sumimehe
Toronto heat under the dry shade of a giant mapke did
not do much to make my ‘Morgenrot’ thrive. In fadt,
looked very unhappy. | knew it wasn't going to suevin

and swamp, and | had no idea what might befall ittig |
plant during a Nova Scotia winter. Locating a spdiere
there might be some soil and shelter beside a vpiled |
stuck little ‘Morgenrot’ into the ground, heapingne
needles around it. Next spring, | searched fowith so
many trees who knew where to look, but finally...réhé
was, still alive and maybe looking a bit stronger?

My ‘Morgenrot’ lived in the woods, unprotected and
uncared by me for four years, each year puttingnew
growth, maybe a bit stunted, but always a lovelkdpeen.
Finally, it was moved to a new home up by the frointhe
brand new house, out of the shade into full surth vai
southern exposure. By then it was about a footratostill
no buds, but a lovely round, dense plant with rdeep
green leaves with a light rust indumentum on neogin.
And then | waited. Nothing but new growth thetfiysar...
finally a couple of buds. What anticipation for shonths,
waiting to see the blossom. And what a bloom it &ihce
its first blooms, my ‘Morgenrot’ has been a coreigt
performer, maintaining a dense round shape, nowta®o
feet tall. It suffers no winter damage without @aiton and,
in fact, remains an attractive plant in the coldikensome
other rhodos. And to date, it is the only rhodoal/é been
able to propagate by cuttings. Truly a little nleaplant.

Thanks to Audrey’s lecture and writings about tlaeecof
tissue cultures, | no longer treat my “baby rhodesth
such disregard for their well being. But my ‘Morgeti will

always be a favourite plant, having survived amivéd in
spite of me. | highly recommend ‘Morgenrot’ to arnodo

that garden and having heard that rhodos grew imaNofancier. o

Scaotia, | dug it up, stuck it in a pot and platag and put it
in my suitcase. So off to Nova Scotia it came.

Dianthus pavionugPhoto Chris Helleiner]
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Book Review

Winter-flowering Shrubs, by Michael W. Buffin
Timber Press, 2005, 232 Pages, $54.95

Your non-gardening friends are likely to ask, “Ateere really winter-flowering shrubs?” Members afr society can
answer: Yes! Even in Nova Scotia we can grow adbrubs that flower in winter. As | am writing thisearly February,
the orange-flowered witch-hazétiamamelis x intermedidlelena’ is in full bloom, an astonishing sight. dAnnder the
snow that fell in last night's blizzard, thereHlsica carnea,also in bloom. What about other kinds of plants vionter
bloom? Most of us are keen to try to grow plantbatty has grown before, and here is a guide to iielphoose. Buffin's
definition of winter is based on his experiencedauthern England — from the end of November, wherldst leaves fall, to
the beginning of March, when new growth starts. eébiscept of a shrub is fairly broad — any woodynpliom dwarf
heaths Erica), which he prunes with a lawn mower, to small, anchetimes not so small trees. For example, he inslude
accounts oCornus magto 6 meters) an@arrotia persica(up to 15 meters).

Approximately a third of the book is devoted toiscdssion of the design of a winter garden. Vensgsy, Buffin takes
the view that one should consider the overall stmacof the plants (not forgetting that we are @emg to be seeing them
during the rest of the year), and that the flowensinter are just an added bonus. He is partitpiaterested in the scents
of the flowers, and suggests that winter-flowersigubs should be located in sites with still aihewe their fragrance can
be enjoyed best. The rest of the book (“A-to-Z omWr-flowering Shrubs”) is a comprehensive list génts, with
descriptions, pictures and personal preferenc&? afenera, many of them including numerous nameéties. The most
extensive sections deal witBamellia, Hamamelis, Magnolia, Mahonia, Rhododendamd Viburnum. Each account
concludes with a paragraph entitled “Cultivatiopdi including in most cases estimates of hardinedsorth America
(using the USDA zone map, about to come out inviseel version with 15 zones instead of the preséhtas well as heat
tolerance, seldom an issue here in Nova Scotia.

What are the prospects for growing more winter-8owg shrubs here? The author makes the pointtibainajority of the
plants he describes prefer an acid soil, an adgant&e have. Many of the plants that flower in Japuwand February in
England (for exampl€ornus mas, Rhododendron mucronulatamd various kinds ofCorylopsig come into bloom here
in late March or early April. Under our conditiotie flowers are less likely to be demolished bydHewsts in late spring, a
fairly common occurrence in England. Other plahtst ttan be grown in England or on the West Coashat likely to
succeed here at all. The pictures and descriptbnsany of the exciting plants in this book aretédiming. Probably we're
foolhardy, but we keep on trying to grow the impbles and once in a while, against all expectations come on
something that really succeeds. Buffin has provigdedvith a list of possibilities to consider.

- Chris Helleiner

Resource List

This resource list was provided by Jane Blackbarrhér talk “Creating Meadows”. She owns Woodlaadd Meadows
Perennial Nursery and Gardens near Truro. CaH88%28727 for information.

www.americanmeadows.cofships seed only)

www. GrowWildflowers.com(Canadian)

www.prairienursery.com (ships seed only)
www.wildflowerfarm.com(Canadian)

www.wildseedfarms.corfdoes not ship outside the U.S.) excellent picture
www.blessedbee.o@anadian honey products) excellent pictures
www.wildflowermix.com(does not ship outside U.S.)
www.american-natives.colships seed only)
www.herbdatanz.corfinformation only)

Canadian Gardeningjatural Gardens

Johnson, LorraineGrow Wild

Westcott-Gratton, Stephefihe Naturalized Garden

Ortho Books] andscaping with Wildflowers and Native Plants
Oslund, ClaytonWhat's Doin’ the Bloomin’

Roland A.E. and E.C. SmithThe Flora of Nova Scotia
Agriculture CanadaWeed Identification Guide. &
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Pulsatilla vulgaris. [Photo Roslyn Duffus]

‘Satan’. [Photo Don Craig] ‘Klondyke’. [Photo Don Craig]
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